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THE STAFF OFFICER; 



OB, 



THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Ah, then, ye fair I 



Be greatly cautious of your sliding hearts. 

* * * * . « 



Nor in the bower 



Where woodbines flaunt, and roses shed a couch, 
. Trust your soft minutes with betraying man/* 

It so happened that my last laDdlord^s two daughters had 
been educated at a boarding-school in that town; and they, 
knowing my penchant for ladies* society, gave me letters of 
recommendation to a family with whose numerous members 
and their connexions they became acquainted while at school. 
I dwell on the recollection of this incident with pleasure, as 
it recalls to memory the charms of person and mind of two 
very-amiable girls, both of whom shared my admiration in their 
days of youth and innocence, and each of whom I lived to see 
happy grandmothers I 

By means of this introduction I became a daily visiter in the 
house of Farmer Halesire of Beechwood, for in those days a 
farmer did not aspire to the rank of esquire. He was a pros- 
perous worthy old man, who, by hard indusfry as a master 
husbandman, had brought up no less than thirteen children to 
a station of wealth and respectability. Of primitive simplicity 
of manners, and little conversant in worldly afiairs, beyond the 
state of the markets, it was a great source of delight to him 
and his old dame to hear me talk of Ireland as of a country m 
another hemisphere. The old gentleman spoke of the a|>- 
proaehing marriage of one of his girls^ a staid lady oi forty- 
five, with an ancient lover after twenty-five years? courtship, 
as an event which, by bringing all his children together, would 
alS)rd me an oppcnrtunity of l^ing introduced to the whole of 



.^M&ii^eN' 



2 THE STAFF OFFICER^ 

his family. This marriagfe actually did take place during my 
sojourn in Berkshire ; and I had the great delight of sitting 
down at the table of the patriarch, in company with three ge- 
nerations, assembled under the parent roof, to the number of 
thirty^-three persons ! In the evening we had a hop on the 
lawn ; and long ere night drew her curtain over the festive 
scene the veteran lover had trundled off his long-sought bride 
in an old-fkshioned buggy to the hall of his Withers on the 
Hampshire hills. 

There v^ere two daughters at home, the one three, the other 
four years my senior, to whose attractions a youth of my tem- 
perament could not remain altogether insensible. There was 
also a son who conducted the Sirm, about the age of twenty- 
five, one of the best-hearted, unaffected young men I have ever 
met with. He became very much attached to me ; and while 
describing the safe and tranquil pleasures of their rural life, 
almost succeeded in diverting the current of-my mind from the 
unsettled and stormy track I had chosen, the more particular- 
ly as his sisters, both fine girls, joined their entreaties not to 
"go to the wars." . I slept at the house frequently during my 
stay in their neighbourhood: after the ceremony of prayers, 
the old couple retired for the nigbt at nine o'clock: we four 
sat up chattmg till midnight; while, with an arm round each 
waist, I listened to their artless storiea Although I loved 
them both, loved their society, and almost shuddered at the 
thought of that order for march which must ere long separate 
us, yet with every (Niportunity, which the most unbounded 
confidence afforded, 1 can with truth assert that, up to that 
period, never one unhallowed thought entered my imagination. 
The kiss which their fond brother bestowed on them at part- 
ing for the night, was not mote chaste than that which cus- 
tom, after a few nights' acquaintance, allowed me to enjoy! 
but my continence was doomed to a severe trial on one occa- 
sion, during my visit to this family. 

I had retired to my bed as usual at nearly midnight, and 
might have slept for two hours, when my slumbers were ifot 
abruptly, but gradually broken by a noise of the gentle and 
cautious opemng of my door, and the appearance of a person 
moving into the room. Never having been what is called 
a heavy sleeper, my alarmed senses were ere long collected, 
and by the light of the declining moon I beheld, with a sense 
of terror whidi it is impossible to describe, a figure all in white, 
gliding about the bed with noiseless footsteps. In drawing 
aside the window-curtains i\ revealed to me the fine proper-' 
tions of a tall and well-formed female. My ghost-like visiter 
moved from the window, proceeded to the table, and standing 
before the dressing-glass, appeared to be engaged in arranging 
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her hair: I (^uld, however, although almost dead with terror, 
perceive that the hair was not touched. The head was en- 
veloped in a white cap, around which the arms appeared to 
move mechanically: but what were my feelings when the 
figure approached my bed-side, and after regarding me for 
some time, turned down the bed-clothes as if about to en- 
ter ! A long and deep-drawn sigh from the fair spectre some- 
what relieved my al most exhausted courage, as it gave me 
assurance that my visiter was of earthly mould ; and in the 
gray light which still lingered in the room, I fancied I could 
trace the beautiftil outline of the fine and finished form of the 
innocent Caroline. 

All past alarms yielded to a sense of coming joy, which in 
the first transport of relief fi'om terror had seized my senses. 
Gracious powers ! can it be possible, I thought, that the lovely 
Caroline, in the still and silent hour, steals from the couch of 
innocence, voluntarily to invite the embraces of him, who, 
however beloved as a friend, never dared to aspire to the hap- 
piness of a nearer or dearer connexion 1 I knew not what to 
think. A moment's reflection induced me to steal, but with a 
motion as gentle as her own, from the bed, and watch her 
movements from the opposite side. She passed her hands over 
the surface of the bed and the pillow as if seeking for its in-» 
mate. A gleam of the moon at that minute shone on the fece 
of tjie fair intruder: I was at once satisfied that it was the 
beautiful Caroline herself, but in a state of somnolency. I 
then recollected that I had succeeded to the occupancy of her 
eldest sister's chamber, with whom, before her marriage, Caro- 
line and her sister occasionally slept. I feared to move, lest I 
should awake, the dear girl ; I therefore waited in almost breath- 
less silence, the issue of this nocturnal visit, and felt my heart 
relieved from a heavy weight as I beheld her once more glide 
from the room, retiring with the noiseless motion of a shadow. 
I stole on tiptoe to the door, and followed her with strained 
eyes, as well as the dim light allowed, while she ascended the 
three steps which led to the chamber in which her sister and 
herself slept at the extremity of the passage ; then gently 
closing the door, I turned the key within to guard against an- 
other visit, through which my virtue probably would not have 
borne me so honourably. I thought it certain that had she not 
felt the bed untenanted, she would have entered it. I shall 
not attempt a description of the sensations which that thought 
excited, but sleep did not again visit my eyes. I had seen a 
young and lovely woman, fresh from the hands of nature, al- 
most within my embraces. I have often thought how I could 
have risked the soul-distracting view. 
The happy and unblushing confidence of the dear and inno- 
Vol. II. 2 



6 THE STAJr OWWlOVAf 

' cent girl the next morning when relating to the family that 
she had been dreamino^ of me all jiight, fostered those dark and 
dangerous designs, which in spite of my best resolves found 
entrance in my mind. My conduct towards her the whole of 
that day was so peculiar, that it could not escape even her 
own observation. The warm pressure of my hand was no 
longer that of mere friendship ; I sought every opportunity for 
being alone with her; yet when alone I knew not what to say. 
The insidious and oil repeated kiss, half stolen, half bestowed, 
fired the innocent bosom of the gentle Caroline with sensations 
hitherto unknown. I saw the struggle in her throbbing breast, 
between the sense of propriety, ai^ the first-felt passion which 
conscience whispered Was a crime. We were alone, and in a 
shady bower. It was the lovely evening of one of those deli- 
cious autumnal days which sometimes bless our clime, wh^i 
every breeze is hushed : naught was heard but the half-broken 
murmurs of mutual caresses. The happy Caroline had already 
sunk an unresisting victim on my panting bosom, when her 
guardian angel in the form of my adored Maria, floated before 
my vision, and in an instant restored me to my sense of ho- 
nour. I hailed the heavenly, monitor as the harbinger of fu- 
ture peace to both ; and, delighted with my conquest over a 
fiend-like pa^ion, hurried the blushing agitated girl from the 
bower; and as I pressed her to my bosom with respectful ten- 
derness, exclaimed, " O Caroline ! I wish I had a heart to of- 
fer you !" Future reflections must have convinced her how 
deeply she was indebted to my fortunate forbearance ! 

To remain any longer an inmate of this house would have 
been to tempt my fate. I framed an excuse for terminating 
my visit before the appointed day ; and took leave of this abode 
of innocence and virtue, happily before I had stained its peace- 
ful threshold with pollution. 
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CHAPTER ir. 



*' For you've only to Holland to sail, d*ye«ee. 

And the French we'll drive back to their nation : 
Then the Emperor, Stadtholder, Pope, yon and me. 
Will Bit down to a Jollification." ^Fa99* I 

Oif lookingf over the papers at the reading room at Speen- 
ihamland, to my great astonishment I saw my name gazetted 
lor a cornetcy in a regiment of dragoon guards ! I could scarce- 
ly believe my eyes, and read the paper again and again ; yet 
for the life of me I could not conjecture by what means this 
unexpected greatness had been thrust on me. A letter waited 
-for me in tl^ hands of the drum-major : it was from my fit- 
tfaer. Impatiently I burst the seal ; this, thought I, will ex- 
plam all ! My eyes hurried over the first, second, and third 
pages, and then the crossings added by my fend sister ; still 
not one syllable of the wished-for intelligence. I was eoa- 
'fbsed in the variety of conjectures : my first feelings were, I 
confess, those of pride and exultation ; but these were checked 
by more sober thoughts. The cavalry was a service which my 
limited circumstances wholly unfitted me to embrace ; and the 
regiment to which I found myself so unaccountably posted was 
peculiarly a patrician one, berating amount its members some 
of the junior branches of the noblest families in the kingdom ; 
many even amongst the subaltenisi, who possessed their parka, 
their pack of hounds, and their thousands per annum. 

I received the congratulations of the corps; and with that 
vain feeling of independence of control which is but too na- 
tural to youth, set about fMicking up my baggage, and was ac- 
tually preparing to take my leave at once, a i^ on the authority 
of the Gazette to proceed to London, when the commanding 
officer, the senior major, reminded mc that he had a voice as 
to the disposal of my time and services ; and that, until an of- 
ficial communication reached him, I was still under his orders. 
Having been too forward with my arrangements for the jour- 
ney, and boasting of them regimentally, I felt myself awkward- 
ly circumstanced, and when ordered into the major's presence, 
instead of acknowledging the error of my precipitancy, and 
throwing myself on his indulgence to excuse it, I added to my 
ftult by appearing very much huffed at the strictly proper con*" 
ducjt of this ji^id ofl^cei;, and thereby lessened, if not totally 
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forfeited, that g«od opinioD which my former merits had in- 
spired. 

We all know that when an officer, particularly a youth, has 
the misfortune not to stand well with his commander, he moves^ 
acts, and talks under a certain painful restraint; his jokes are 
heard in silence ; and his company, if not avoided, is not much 
courted. This was my case for a few days; at the end of which 
time a route for tlie regiment's march to Southampton arrived, 
when I received a very caustic note from the major himself^ 
informing me that he should not put me to the trouble of march- 
ing with the regiment under his command ; tjjat I was conse- 
quently at liberty to join that regiment to which "i7 appeared 
by the Gazette" 1 had been appomted. I dare say he intended 
to mortify me ; and, if such were bis object, he succeeded. 

Released from bis command, I replied to his note by a letter, 
couched in terms more humiliating than I could have recon- 
ciled to my feelings had I remained his dutiful sub; in which 
I expressed a hope that the first and only act, in which T bad 
laid myself open to bis censure during my service under him, 
would be overlooked by one so much my superior in rank, in 
sense, and years. I received no answer! I saw my major of 
1794, a lieutenant-general in 1819, a gentleman-agriculturist, 
in the north of England, the same cold and cautious character 
I had found him a quarter of a century before. He had long 
since turned his sword into a plough-share, and now prided 
himself as much on his abilities as driM fh.rmer, as lie had 
formerly done on his merits as drill major. His name being 
unknown in the annals of military fame, I leave hira in thai 
obscurity from which he never emerged. 

The morning the regiment marched I appeared for tl>e last 
time among the officers, and took a O-iendly leave of them all, 
and of my faithful servant Husho, on whom I bestowed a gui- 
nea, and much more good advice than he found it agreeable to 
his fancy or habits to follow. 

The regiment in which I found "myself so unaccountably 
gazetted was then on the continent ; but so cut up in men and 
horses, that one half was on the unserviceable list, and several 
detachments from the heavy cavalry were already under orders 
for England. However, to have it in my power to say I had 
"served on the continent^** which was then the great^boast of 
the day, I repaired to London, ^rst taking a tender leave of my 
venerable friends at Beechwood and their beloved family ; and 
after a few weeks of idleness was, by the liberality of Cox and 
Greenwood, enabled to carry my intentions into due effect ; not 
that I had the folly to equip myself with the appointments of 
a cavalry officer, for those were to be obtained considerably 
under prime cost on the othf'r side of tlie channel, but merely 
as regarded my pergonal outfit 
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One day, while poring over a file of Irish papers, which 
were to be fbirnd at that noted military house, the Cannon, 
Cockspur Street, I read with feelings which may be imagined, 
but not described, the following piece of intelligence : " Mar- 
ried at Fort Dalton, on the 7th of September, by special license* 
Colonel Maurice Theobald D* Alton, nephew and heir to Gene- 
ral Count* Roderick D* Alton, of the Holy Roman Empire, to 
Miss Temple, only daughter of Thomas Temple, Esq. of Tem- 
plemore, County of Meath !" 

I obtained my passage to Helvoetsluvs, joined my regiment 
in Flanders, when in jull retreat^ at the head of which rode 
the old lieutenant-colonel with a wooUen nightcap nndemeath 
his unpowdered wig, and swathed in flannel from the toe to 
the hip, mounted on his Irish cock-tail galloway, (the sole sur- 
vivor of his stud,) and cursing every wind that blew, which he 
hlasphemously declared '* shifted at every turn and twine q/" 
the road on purpose to blow continually in Hisyiice.*' Next 
to him came the tall knight, raw-head and bloody-bones, the 
imajor, mounted on a gigantic Flanders stallion, looking like 
Death on the Pale Horse. Not one half the men were mount- 
ed, and such as were cut a shabby figure, loaded as the horses 
were to the very croups with the cloaks and valises of the dis- 
mounted^ 

To me, who had not endured the toils of a campaign in which 
so much had been suffered, and such a scanty harvest of glory 
acquired, the various scenes I witnessed were sources of the 
highest fun ; but I nevertheless had it in my power to render 
many little services and acts of kindness to my suffering bre- 
iiren that would have endeared me to many of them, had for- 
tune blessed me with the means of continuing in that branch 
of the service. Take the corps, one and all, they were a noble 
specimen of the high-spirited gentlemen of Ireland, joyous and 
cheerful binder every privation! 

The winter of 1794, which was one of peculiar severity, 
closed sadly on our brave troops. The cavalry, as might be 
expected, suffered almost to annihilation. All the force of 
that description which were yet in a fit state to keep the field 
fell back on Holland, where they remained carrying on a de- 
sultory warfare during the ensuing year, under the command 
of General Count Walmoden. Their ultimate fate was de- 
plorable ; of the poor horses, those which the campaign had 
Spared, the bullet finished. 
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CHAPTER III. 



* But happj they, tbe happiest of their kind. 
Whom gentle stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend.** 

I AM not about to inflict a homily on my readers by repeating 
all the croak in gs of 1795, in and out of parliament, on the fail- 
ure of the Royal Frederick's first continental campaign ; the 
dismal recollections of which were, if not entirely dissipated, 
at least considerably mitigated by the preparations for those 
festivities which attended the marriage of the all accomplished 
Prince of Wales in April, 1795; an event which might furnish 
a whole page of deep and solemn reflection, particularly as 
there is no species of prophecy safer than that which is pro- 
nounced afler the fact; but I forbear, for this simple reason, 
that I then made no reflection whatever on tbe subject 

By means of my letters of introduction to Major M'Mahon, 
(since Colonel Sir John, who had obtained his step to that rank 
in the 67th,) and his lady, I enjoyed abundant opportunities of 
partaking of some of the fetes^ public and private, given on 
that happy occasion, and of sporting a light and merry toe in 
the now exploded country-dance of forty, or fifty couple, to the 
then favourite air of the "Prince and his Bride." 

It was not until the May of this year that I discovered the 
why, and wherefore, of my temporary elevation into the dra- 
goon guards. The mystery was cleared up by my old friend 
from Dublin, that Apollo of army agents, who came over for 
the purpose of presenting to his Royal Highness his ode of 
congratulation on his nuptials. The facts were not compli- 
mentary to me, it is true, but it must be admitted nothing could 
have been more kind or considerate than the conduct of my 
friend. A cornetcy in the — th Regiment of dragoon guards 
having become vacant, it was purchased for the son of Greneral 
Sir John J — , a youth who yet wanted six months of that age 
at which the commander-in-chief, according to the latest regu- 
lations, admitted young gentlemen to hold commissions. It 
was a favourite object with the &ther to place his son in that 
particular regiment, as being one which he had for twenty 
years commanded. I was selected by my worthy friend to hie 
the warmingf-pan, and only held my seat on honour until it 
shculd be claimed from me. That period was now arrived, 
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and my ever-kind and careful patron, on communicating the 
word of command, ** dismount" hailed me by the delightful 
title of LiEUTENAirr, which commission he had by his excellent 
management secured for me, as some compensation for my loss 
of dignity, in being placed on my former fooi'ino. 

The regiment to which I liad been promoted was one of the 
new levies raised in Ireland the preceding year ; one portion 
of which was missing, having either been lost or captured on 
its passage to England, and the other companies were scattered 
in different ports, some in remote parts of Scotland, others in Bri- 
tish ports, so that I could obtain no certain information to guard 
me to the head-quarters of my regiment for several weeks, an ig- 
norance which was shared by the war offices of both countries. 
I, therefore, made e\eiy arrangement for proceeding to Lime- 
rick, the former head-quarters, to take instructions from my 
colonel, when at last it was announced to me that four or five 
of the scattered companies of the regiment, if such it might be 
called, had been collected at Liverpool, and were cantoned in 
that neighbourhood. To this destination I immediately re- 
paired ; but on my arrival had the mortification of learning 
that the corps had already departed on its route for certain 
towns in Yorkshire, West-Riding, the head-quarters being 
Halifax, 

It was nearly midsummer, and delightful weather : meeting 
many Irish friends at Liverpool, I remained enjoying their 
company, and such pleasures as that town afforded, so long as 
my strength of purse admitted this indulgence ; and I was on 
the eve pf my departure by coach, when strolling down to the 
quay, I joined a party of officers, who were on the recruiting 
service there in order to see the last importations from Ire- 
land. We were all laughing and joking at the expense of a 
motley group of raw recruits, just landed from a Dublin packet, 
and who were forming line under the discipline of a long thong 
whip, commonly termed a " pig-whip," wielded with dexterity 
by the hand of a non-commissioned officer, who was called " ser^ 
geant major,'*^ when, to my utter confusion, horror, and astonish- 
ment, we discovered l)y the number on the knapsacks that the 
whip-driven detachment was a portion of my own regiment! a 
discovery which exposed me to the ironical compliments of 
my roaring companions. 

This was more than I could bear. I immediately scampered 
off for my quarters, the Crown in Red Cross Street, and was 
packing up in great haste, determined to fiy the scene, when 
my movements were for the second time in my military life, 
arrested by superior command. A Captain Alexander of ours 
fen;eted me out, on the information given him by those ** d— 4 
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good-natored friends** I bad jost skolked away fh)m, and laii 
an embargo on me, by virtue of his rank. 

Seeing that necessity left me no other alternative I received 
my captain's visit with all possible grace, secretly wishing 
him, his slaves, and slave-driver, at the mouth of the Mersey 
once more with all my heart He was a smart-figured man, 
about thirty-two years old, by no means ill featured, but sour 
visaged, a consequential in manner, so as to render him un« 
prepossessing to a degree. He was dressed in the very showy 
(though in this case somewhat faded) regimentals of the King g 
Own, to which regiment he belonged, for some months, as 
ensign. What corps had the honour of his name, perhaps for 
a day only as lieutenarUr I did not think it worth while to in^ 
quire ; it was sufficiently mortifying to me that his Mher's 
weight of purse had, raised him to the rank of captain half a 
year before, and made hhn my present commander. 

There was a very good table d'hote at the Crown, to which I 
invited him for that day. Our company consisted of officers 
on the recruiting service, Irish visiters, English travellers 
(or bagmen,) witii commercial adventures to the coast of Gui- 
nea, intent on the barter of Kirmingham wares, for negro-blood^ 
cofTce, cotton, and sugar. I found my captain one of the — if not 
>the greatest of bores I ever had the misfortune to be linked 
to, as companion or brother-officer. Though labouring under 
the most horrifying species of stammering that ever afflicted 
man or his hearers, he was always foremost in story-telling, 
keeping his company in an agony during his attempts to detail 
the shortest and simplest anecdote; besides ihia cacoethes kh 
quendij he fancied himself a singer, and the third round 
of bumpers had scarcely passed, when he volunteered a song. 

Those letters in the alphabet on which the most lengthen^ 
and painful hesitation arose, were R and T. His pronuncia- 
tion of the first was like the rumbling of the long roU, and his 
second equalled the tattoo 1 Under what horror then it may 
be considered the company writhed during the full hour that 
ovixfanatico per musica tortured us, in his attempted perform- 
ance of " Rule Britannia .'" and the " Tojhsails shiver in the 
wind .'** The bottles having been emptied, my captain called 
for one more, inviting me at the same time to join him in the 
duett of" Rise, Cvnthia, rise !" The hint was sufficient ; every 
one but my unlucky self rose at the instant, and escaped, while 
I was doomed to the double inisery of drinking more than my 
quantum, of being harassed by a repetition of the preceding 
horrors. At the conclusion of our evening's carouse, my cajK 
tain as the commanding officer, came over me at once, de- 
uBpatching me at that unseasonable hour, ten o'clock* in ajBonait 
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^ower x)f rain, in quest of the higfa-^oostable, in order to quick- 
en his exertions for a supply of wagons for the next mora* 
ing's march, a duty which I found some difficulty in perform- 
ing; but at length found this functionary regaling himself 
amidst a merry party of theatrical gentry, in the select room 
Whind the bar of the Talbot Inn, where a good song or two 
induced me to remain nearly an hour. 

During this time I arranged all matters with the constable. 
But altiiough I took to myself no small credit for my perseve- 
rance in following up the clew given to me of the constable's 
beat, my reception by my captain was any thing but flattering ; 
in fact he rumbled out a severe scolding at my delay, and con- 
cluded by dismissing me at nearly midnight, and ordering the 
sergeant-major, who was obsequiously waiting, ^*whip in hand," 
for orders for the march, to parade the detachment at six next 
morning. At that hour the baggao^e carts haviug been load- 
ed chiefly with women and chilaren, we marched oflf to 
Prescot, and were overtaken at that town by two more of our 
officers, who arrived that morning at Liverpool by the Dublin 
packet. We now formed a mess of four : proceeding next day 
to Warrington, we embarked in the passage boat for Manches- 
ter, and enjoyed a very agreeable voyage of some hours on the 
Bridge water canak On entering a tunnel the wives of the 
poor Irish recruits uttered the national howl, believmg them* 
selves destined for the regions below ; an apprehension from 
which they did not feel themselves perfectly free until our 
boat once more emerged from the tunnel into the full light of 
day. 

1 do not know that I ever received more gratification in any 
journey than that which I experienced this day in the contem- 
plation of this vast monument of individual enterprise. I 
considered this canal as one of the great boasts of Great Bri- 
tain ; and one which conferred more true nobility on the illus- 
trious nobleman who projected and completed that stupendous 
work, than the dukedom with which his patriotic devoticm of 
time and fortune was rewarded, but who unfortunately left no 
inheritor to that civic crown which so deservedly adorned his 
brow. Among the passengers were two young ladies, daugh- 
ters of Mr. Lord, a banker at Halifax, then on their return 
from their bathing trip to Runcorn. An annual general im- 
mersion in the bea seems to be one of those operations which 
all British ladies from fifteen to fifly deem indispensable. 

These ladies being not only what may be called handsome 
women, but unreserved and agreeable in manners, with the 
usual gallantry of Irishmen my commander and his subs paid 
thetn flJl those attentions which are ever acceptable to the fair 
8c;(. But those of the captain were too oppressive to afi^rd 
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them any gratification ; and they rattier ofibnded him by their 
kind anticipations of what he intended to say, by replying be- 
fore he could deliver himself of some long-laboured compliment: 
of my other companions they could not complain. One was a 
light-hearted Killarney man, named Harrington, who, full of 
the recollection of his lovely lakes and glens, enlivened the 
•conversation by descriptions of them, which proved him to be 
a lover of nature, and an enthusiastic panegyrist of the unri- 
valled beauties of his native home. The other was one of those 
quiet kind of characters, who, conscious of their own deficien- 
cies, have the good sense never to attempt any display of ta- 
lent, but acquiesce in every commendation bestowed by those 
who are more fortunate in speech ; to all he heard, and all he 
saw, had one word of assent, " iss " (yes.) This worthy, John- 
ny Chapman, had been a shop-keeper in Limerick Old Town, 
and having a few spare hundreds, which Colonel Sir Verity 
Frank-free, M. P., did him the favour to accept as a lone for 
an indefinite period, he in return was honoured with an en- 
8igncy,and the prospect of the paymastership of the Garryone 
regiment 

What could possibly have induced this humble Hibernian to 
abandon his shop with all its advantages for the empty honour 
of the red coat, was for some time a mystery to me, but I found 
out that he had an ailing old wife; and although he was at the 
shady side of forty, and with every disadvantage of person and 
address, he was not without hopes of supplying in a short time 
the old lady's place by some young and wealthy English 
heiress; for, with all the humility he felt in other respects, he 
had all his country's vanity on this point to a most ludicrous 
degree. 

When he understood that our fair fellow-passengers were 
the daughters of a banker, he so far overcame his natural ha- 
bits as to launch out a voluntary strain in praise of the supe- 
rior beauty of the English as compared to the Irish ladies. The 
stuttering captain opened upon him a rolling volley of remon- 
strance, although he admitted the justice of the compliment, 
as far as the present company were concerned ; but before he 
even got out, "comparisons are odious," the attention of all was 
drawn to the distant shouts of thousands of voices, mixed with 
the crash of broken windows, the sounding of trumpets, and 
the beating of drums. We were already at the end of our 
voyage, the boat was alongside the wharf, when our worst 
fears were confirmed by the report that a mob, to the amount 
of nearly forty thousand, had during the whole of that day 
preserved its reign of terror throuo[hout Manchester; breaking 
open corn warehouses, demolishing flour stores, plundering 
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bakers' shops, and helping themselves to whatever came with^ 

in their grasp in the way of provisions. 

The civil authorities, as usual, taken by surprise, were com- 
pletely paralyzed. A troop or two of the 28lh light dragoons, 
at that time raising (but not completed) by Sir Robert Laurie, 
and the various recruiting parties, which might possibly mus- 
ter one hundred proper men at arms, were all the military 
force in the town. This, however, was called out; and small 
and inefficient as was that force, it sufficed to quell the insur^ 
gents, and silence the cry of "bread! bread ! bread!" the more 
especially as our arrival caused a report to be immediately cir- 
culated tbat a body of troops from Liverpool had arrived by e3j- 
press in canal boats. It was my lot to be again put on duty by 
my captain, who pleaded his anxiety for the care of the ladies 
for putting me into the breach : there was, however, no great 
danger. I passed through the scattered parties of the mob un- 
molested, and made my way to the New Bailey, when, view- 
ing the magnitude of the town and its immense population, to 
my surprise I found no such civic officer as mayor: there was 
only a chief constable, called Boroughreeve, who seemed to 
possess something like authority* On hearing what descrip' 
turn of soldiers our party consisted of^ he discreetly hurried me 
off with one of his myrmidons to procure carts to convey not 
only the baggage, but the soldiers also to Oldham with all 
possible expedition, in order, I suppose, to keep up the farce of 
our being a re-enforcement from Liverpool. The minor mob of 
Oldham was then playing the same pranks in the evening that ' 
the grand one had been psrforming at Manchester all the for- 
mer part of the day. Our awkward squad of recruits, with 
their wives and children, were piled up on the carts, and driven 
off in rather quick time through the suburbs towards the Old- 
ham road. The banker's daughters with their servant, a fe- 
male by tlie by, took chaise for Rochdale, and parted company 
at six p. M., leaving their Irish acquaintances to their re- 
flections. 

The news of a company of soldiers being on the road soon 
drove the Oldham rioters to their homes ; and when we, who 
80 ill deserved that honourable title, arrived in the dusk of the 
evening, there was no enemy to quell. Darkness followed 
our footsteps, so that whether we were soldiers or " ragamuf^ 
fins in red," the miserable gang which we really were, the 
late rioters knew not. However, the arrival in the course of 
the night of a company of the Wiltshire militia and Rochdale 
volunteers, saved us from being pelted out of town next morn- 
ing; a fate, which in all probability might have been ours 
when our contemptible array had become better known. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



" If I am not ashamed of my Boldien, then am I a soused gurnet 1" 

At Rochdale we were once more destined to meet the young 
ladies in whose company we had passed some agreeahle hours 
on board the canal boat The riots, on account of the scanty 
supply and high price of bread, having pervaded the whole of 
the manufacturing towns during the last few days, our late 
fellow-voyagers prolonged their stay at Rochdale until the 
country became more tranquil. Having strolled out after din- 
ner, we found ourselves in front of the 'theatre, and were led 
into the extravagance of expending three shillings each for a 
box admission into the very neat little theatre of that town. 

The appearance of an officer of the army in this humble 
temple of Thespis, was the signal for " Grod save the King !" 
Not content with a compliment which we had no right to 
think ourselves personally entitled to, our peevish captain, 
on unhatting himself, roared out — -" aw — aw— off hats !*' I ven- 
tured to remonstrate, submitting that our standing up uncover- 
ed was as much as we ought to do, by way of example, with- 
out attempting to bully the unwashed flannel weavers into tlie 
same demonstration of loyalty and respect; but the captain 
wad pertinacious, and repeated this " aw— aw— aw,*' until the 
whole audience of the masculine gender showed their naked 
greasy sconcea I was heartily ashamed of out conduct: for, 
much against our will, I became a ^^particeps criminis,*^ in a 
very important outrage upon taste and good manners. But this 
was not all the mortification I was doomed to suffer. The 
fiddlers, two, and violincello, had just rested their elbows, after a 
double encore of the national anthem, and silence being pro- 
cured, after many noisy eflbrts to effect it, when the Munster 
shopman whined out in that peculiar lachrymose tone of voice 
which is the characteristic of his province, '* Aagh, gentlemen, 
if you please play * Rule Brittan-ny'yagh,^ " The supplicating 
manner in which the whole sentence (particularly the last 
words) was pronounced, was irresistible : no beggar at a chapel 
door could crave a farthing from the charitable and humane 
Christian in a more pitiable pitch of voice. The obedient lead- 
er, with fresh resined bow and elevated elbow, gave the sig- 
nal stamp of the foot ; and off the band once more set " fortis- 
simo" with RULB BRITANNIA. A dreadful horror seized my 
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mind that the captain was going to indulcie the audience with 
m verse or two of his fovourite chant ; but nis better genius pre- 
vailed. 

The curtain drew up for the second piece, * The Purse, or 
the Benevolent Tar,\ which was tolerably well enacted. At 
the end of its first act I discovered our fair voyagers taking an 
occasional peep at our box, and, I verily believe, very much 
afraid of recognition by some of our party. I was not to be 
put ofi^ however ; but, taking leave of my comrades, I whis- 
pered to the lively Harrington where and to whom I was go- 
ing, and he was soon at my heels. Perceiving that the back 
row of their box, one of those near the stage, was partly un- 
occupied, we had ourselves ushered in, and were instantly and 
most kindly greeted by the banker*s daughters, by whom we 
were introduced to the remainder of the party. There w«s 
barely room for the captain, who had followed us, to squeeze 
. in at the back row ; but in order to accommodate him, the la- 
dies in the firont made room for me, who was the slightest in 
fotm of the party, and I was delighted to find myself seated 
between Miss Lavinia Lord, who would have been the beauty 
of her circle wherever she went, and a married lady not above 
twenty ; she was introduced to me as Mrs. Charles William 
^wncer, and her agreeable manners, pretty petite face, and 
arch laughing eyes, soon convinced me that the race o[ Lan- 
cashire witc&s was not extinct 

My hum-drum captain was sickening the seccmd row with 
his prosy observations on all that was not germane to the scene 
before th^n ; whilst with spirits now unchained after their late 
horrid imprisonment, I tried to enliven the froat by saying all 
the lively nonsensical things I could think of to amuse my party. 
Harrington, being for the first time in his life in an English play- 
house, was all attention to the drama, which in some parts was 
r^idered efi^tive by the good acting of the late J. Edwin, Jun., 
in the Tar, and a young lady of the name of Robinson, who 
sustained the character of the bc^. The performance all to- 

f ether would have been creditaf^ to a more enlightened au- 
ienco than the spinners and weavers of Rochdale, which 
might be classed among the sixth-rate towns. * Animal Mag- 
n^ism,* that rare piece of broad farce, ccmcluded the entertam- 
ment, and sent all our party away in spirits to the house of Mrs. 
Charles William Spencer, (I like to give all h^ pretty names 
to that more than pretty little woman) where we were kindly 
invited to supper. Our fourth man, after his ebullition of loyalty 
sank first into a doze, then into a sleep so profound, that even 
magnetism itself could not rouse him ; and the gay and kind 
Harrington had to dislodge him previously to our sortie. Polite- 
ness suggested to our fur entertainer to include the sleepinsr 
Vol. II. 3 • ^ 



18 f HE sfAFi^ otfiotekf 

subaltern in the invitation to her house ; but anfiirtiifiafely ibe 
the fiune of Ireland he preferred his bed to the banquet, koA 
left us to efface, as well as we could, that impression of barba- 
rism which our early exploits in the theatre had left 

Harrington, although a perfectly raw Irishman, had within 
bim the seeds of all that is honourable, kind, and noble in our 
nature. These qualities were am|^ developed during his ar^ 
duous service in that distant climate to which his fortune had 
led him, and of which, after a life of honour, fkme, and good 
fortune, he took his leave in the year 1835; returning to end 
his days in the loved land of his birth. Notwithstanding the 
naivete of his remarks, and the half-wildness of expression, 
with which he ushered them on the ear, there was, in his ac- 
tions, a winning candour, which captivated by its inoffensive no- 
velty. 

There was no bustle amongst the party to reach their car- 
riages — for, instead of Mrs. Charles William Spencer's cha- 
riot stopping the way, a steady servant, furnished with a capa- 
cious lantern, and with cloaks and clogs for the ladies, inter- 
cepted us in the lobby. Having assisted the fair ones to robe, 
we set out, one on each arm, with the exception of our cap- 
tain, who had the felicity of being honoured with the ** lovely 
young Lavinia's" arm, alone. Whether the charms of this 
fine girl gave fluency to his tongue, I know not ; but, certain- 
ly, he was more endurable that night than I had ever before 
heard him. Mr. Charles William, the junior partner qf the 
house of Spencer, Son, and Co., received us in the parlour with 
no small share of that independent, and, at the samd time, kmd 
manner, which a man of opulence can so well assume, when 
exercising the rights of hospitality towards strangers. Had the 
invitation been premeditated, the preparation could not have 
been more perfects Our friend of the lantern officiated as but- 
ler ; and there was an air of ease and wealth in the whole me* 
naffe, that rendered it easy to perceive that the good family 
^Jared nimptuously every day^ This was the more worthy 
of remark, as it was, b^ no means, the foible of men of bosineaSy 
in those days, to run mto profuse expenditure in their domes-r 
tic arrangements. But our host, we discovered, was also a 
banker, and chief manager of the house; his aged &ther, who 
had given over the toils of business, residing at his splend^ 
seat, built by himself, a short distance fh>m the town, with the 
earnings of a life of industry. 

Besides bein^ rich, Mr. C. W. Spencer was a, shrewd, and, 
indeed, well-informed man; by which, I mean, poesesBed of ge- 
neral information on all subjects connected with the commer- 
cial policy, laws, institutions, and ^vemment of his Dative 
country ; an extent of knowledge quite sufficient to constitute 
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him ftB intelligent and useful member of the society in which 
be classed — a MAfirnsa makufacturbb. If t could find out a 
fault in him, it was, as I fancied, neglect of his pretty little 
wife; but I forgot, in the ardour of my own boyish admiration, 
that she was his wife, and that they had quite opportunities 
enough of rendering themselves agreeable to each other, when 
depending on their own society, without making any parade 
of their cordialities before company. 

Ere our party broke up, I felt more satisfied on this point, 
and left the house with an impression that they were a very 
happy English couple, although not one endearing expression, 
not one tender look was exchanged, during the two hours we 
passed under his friendly roof. 

There cannot be a more philosophic lover than an English 
husband ; and, whether John Bull perpetrates a marriage, or 
performs a funeral, he is equally the slave of propriety ! We 
passed these two hours very cheerfully. Two of the ladies 
were rather elderly ; three were young. The captain had de- 
voted the whole ^his compliments to Miss Lavinia, while the 
elder sister seemed quite absorbed in the pleasure she received 
in the conversation oS the unsophisticated Harrington. Placed 
between the lady of the house and one of her senior friends, I 
distributed my attentions without distinction ; and to my cap- 
taints eomammds^ rather than requests, attempted to sing many 
more songs than, I would answer for it, were agreeable to the 
company. Ha^rwig feund me a willing deputy, he did not in- 
dulge the pantf with the music of his own voice beyond one 
verse, •on il^ breaking up of the party, of "Rule Britannia." 
That which he selected was the one in which the following 
oeoum:— 

" Bless'd isle, with beauty. 
With matchless beauty cr6wn*il, 
And 1IA1II.T BBAKTi to guanl the Ikic." 

Suiting the ** action to the word," he most gallantly pointed 
to the ladies, on singing the first and second lines ; and knocked 
a cloud of pipe-clay dust out of his sword-belt, by the enthusi* 
astic thump which he bestowed on his own ^^ manly ^^ breast, 
when claiming the latter honour. A general bravo rewarded 
his enthusiasm, which I trembled to think might lead to an en- 
core. But we escaped, and took a last leave of this agreeable 
little group. Guided fay the dangling luminary of the butler, 
we found our way to the Eagle and Child Inn ; for which es- 
cort and civility, he received kalf-Oncrown; namely, from the 
captain six-pence^ (who would have given him less, had there 
been any smaller denomination of silver coin,) and from the 
|5Qung Irish, sub^ <^ shillings e^glu The huflei; drew his. o\y«i 
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coDclosions; and, I dare say, on his report at the lar^ hoofle, 
reduced the captain to the ranks, as a shabby fellow I 



CHAPTER V. 

"I bate profane rascals." 

As our route lay through Halifax, the captain, next morn* 
ing most gallantly ofiered his escort to the ladies to deliver 
them safe, at their father's residence, a senrice which they at 
once declined. 

It was evident to all but himself, that his company, although 
through politeness endured, was, in feet, any thing but pleasing 
to them ; indeed, his unkind, authoritative way of addressing us, 
his obedient subs, must have struck these observant girls as 
very unamiable. 

He fancied, however, that he was deeply smitten with Miss 
Lavinia, and flattered himself that he had made a fkvonrable 
impression on the heart of the young lad^. It was as much as 
Harrington and myself could do to restram our risible muscles, 
when we heard him pour forth his ecstasies on her charms, and 
anticipations of his happiness, when they were all resigned to 
him. I believe he would have done any thing, which did not 
cost money, to afford a proof of his devotion ; for after dinner 
next day, when the statute pint was expended, we proposed to 
give the fair Lavinia a bumper, at his individual cost. He de- 
clined the honour, but agreed to the other bottle, on the condi- 
tion that it should be a joint-stock concern. 

The aged, and obsequious ensign immediately ass^ited by hia 
usual "iss — iss," and gave '^Miss Lav-eeny— yagh's health," 
with a regular counter cringe at the captain. I hEgan to grow 
heartily tired of my march, and, with the exception of the 
lively Harrington, of my companions also; it was therefore 
with no small pleasure I found the circle of my society en- 
larged in a few days, by arriving at Pootefract, our then head- 
quarters. 

The only field-oflScer present with what was called the re- 
giment, was a major lately arrived from India, a mild, gentle- 
manly character, extremely dull of hearing ; whose voice was 
never raised beyond its natiiral soft raurmi^r, and who with &U 



f>%^ THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE* 21 

tbe iDdolence acquired durinf a service of twenty-two years 
in Bengal, troubled himself very little with what was passing 
is the regiment 

'Hie reaaainder of the mess consisted of one captain, three 
lieutenants, one ensign — a spoiled child, and the adjutant, late 
sergeant-major of Irish militia. There were four weak com- 
pamee, and part of a fifth assembled ; the remainder of the re- 
giment was — ^Heaven knows where! A mysterious story was 
afloat about the passing of the regiment one day, its instant 
embarkatioo, and its dispersion and partial capture by a priva- 
teer on the next but one following, which was never properly 
cleared up. 

I heard it afterwards stated, that when an intimate fiiend ol 
the colonel-commandant met the latter in the streets of Dub^ 
lin, aod told him his regiment had been captured by a French 
privateer, the rejdy of the temporary "gallant" colonel was, 
'"Ah! Fm afraid its too good news to be trueP' The report 
went that there was^a heavy arrear of bounty money due to 
the men, Ike settlement of which had been deferred until the 
arrival of the regiment on English ground ; an. honour which 
not above one-third of the poor, half-civilized Irish Morfs^ who 
formed it, were ever destined to enjoy. 

With the exception of the major, I never beheld a more ob- 
jectiouable group than the officers at head-quarters. The cap- 
tain was a &t, sulky sot, who always fiUod a bumper, and never 
spoke a word. . Of the li^itenants, one was a crazed old yan- 
kee loyalist, perpetually boring the mess with stories of "Sta- 
ten Islaiid," "Bunker's Hill,' and, (jnfra dig,^^ smuggling 
rum-grog into the mess-room to drink at his meal, under the 
pretence that beer gave him the heartburn. 

Tbe other lieutenantawere quiet kind of men, who evident- 
ly had not been accustomed to the style of living which the 
usage of the army very properly established. 

I shall surprise some of my readers, and make them depliu-e 
the " good old times," when I assert that we sat down, every 
day to two courses, with a plentiful dessert of the best fruits of 
the season, a^ the humble charge of half a^ guinea per week 
eocA, table beer of superior quality included! Our wine was 
but three shillings and sixpence the bottle; but the poor sub- 
altern's f^ay in those days was miserable-rthe ensign's, three 
shiUinga net per day, and the lieutenant's ibur. 

The young ensign, from, his constant exhibition of monkey- 
trieks, and his mimicking of the old Yankee, was a source of . 
amusement to the usually silent and supine major, although to 
the rest of us a great annoyance. The adjutant, as I bofbre 
observed, had been, a non-commissioned officer, and had risen 
I^x^biy from the- di«ags. of society* He was^a vulgar repro- 
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bate, an eteroal trumpeter of bis own low adTentures and inc 
tri^ues, interlarding bis discourse with tbe horrid expressiont 
" Well^ I taish I may be d — d if—^c,^'* In the midst of cme 
of his stories at tbe mess^table, I happened to ealch the eje of 
the major, and, iit respect to h» deafness, held up my g^ras. as 
an invitation to drink wine with him. At this moment th» 
adjutant, who was in cmiversation with his next neighbomv 
bawled out, *< TFett «tr, Iwith Imay he d-^^r 

^ WUh Aix MT HEART,*' Said die unconscious major alood; 
filling his glass, and nodding ta me, which instancy set the 
table in a roar. 

The junction (^ our captain and his three recruits increaised 
the mess to ten members, to which w« shortly added an aoting^ 
surgeon, taken from a volunteer corps in the neighbourhood. 

The sottish captain being junior in rank to the stammerer, 
lost his local consequence l^ the joining of ^e latter ; and in 
a few days obtained leave to return to Ireland in searoli of his 
baggage, the loss, or mislay of which, he had pleaded ever 
since he jmned^ as his excuse for appearing more shabbily 
apparelled than any sergeant in the regiment 

The sfttual command c^ tbe now Avejidl eompanies fell to 
our captain, for the major seldom showed his &ce on parade $ 
in fact, he had got the step for which he had been a ready 
money candidate for upwards of fifteen years in India, without 
success, and now only waited for that of lieotenant-eolonelf 
which he expected to obtain, every gazette ; all that was need« 
ful — ^the purchase-money-^hwrng teen lodged. This account- 
ed for his total indifibrence to the corps, which he only made 
the stepping^tone for the moment to superior rank. 

Captain Alexander issued out a whole page of regimentai 
orders every day, to which he easily obtained tbe acquiescent 
major's authority, and bad just as many field-days as his fknc^ 
led him to order, without the slightest interruption from km. 
superior officer ; whose fkoe not one man in ten of the ranks 
knew, and whose uncommon name not one in fifty could pro- 
nounce. My captain, to do him justice, was more attentive to 
me and to Harrington than to any others of the corps; we 
were more to his liking, and would hear him prose about hw 
Lavinia, when maudlin-tipsy, with less impatience than those 
who knew nothing of him or her. We each got the command 
and payment of a company, which added two skUtings per 
diem to our pittance. I was allowed from home (me guinea 
per week ; bo that all things put together, I was as well pro- 
vided then as half the captains in the service. 

Having purchased from a Scotch drover, on his return from 
the south, a well-grown galloway, one of the completest am* 
mals of his size I ever beheld, for the moderate sum of two 
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guineas, I now equipped myself with the necessary appoint- 
ments, and rode out daily with my major on the moors. In 
the course of these rides I imparted to him my desire to ^et 
appointed to some regiment on service, and hinted pretty plam- 
ly the disgust and disappointment I felt on joining such a mot- 
ley group of officers and men. My own observations on the 
major's conduct, since I jcnned, convinced me that my remarks 
would not be ill-taken. He sympathized with me, but with 
great kindness suggested the propriety of keeping my opinions 
to myself, and preserving good terms, as Jie did, with aU the 
corps, such as they were ; the great probability being, that it 
would very shortly be drafted, when the officers would be dis- 
triboted into old regiments.to fill up vaeanciea ^ In the mean 
time," added this good man, ''should you wish to be sent mi 
the recruiting service, you may have your choice of Manehea* 
ter, Liverpool, Chester, or Birmingham." I know not why I 
chose the first-named place, except my desire to see it more 
thoroughly, having had only a glimpse of it ; but I instantly 
accepted tiie offer, although at the certain lose of two shillings 
per diem as company's paymaster. The next day my name 
appeared in orders for that service, which those who were un- 
acquainted with the cause attributed to my being no great fa- 
vourite at bead-quarters ; that opinion, however, gave me not 
a moment^s uneasiness. With the exception of Harrington, 
who was himself so impatient to leave the regiment that be 
would have exchanged into one of the black corps then raising, 
I left no one behind mc on whom I bestowed a thought of re- 

gret I certainly highly re^>ected and esteemed the major; 
ut he was a man with whom, for a person of my age, intimacy 
was almost impossible. 

On the appearance of the order for my march to Manches- 
ter, I was allowed to select a sergeant, corporal, and one man, 
(brides my servant,) as my party. That point accomplished, 
I had to pay my respects to the Limerick ensign, who had been 
for some time inducted into the offiee of acting paymaster, 
from whom I received some twenty or thirty poimds, with the 
usual bundle of instructions, pay-lists, &c. To the adjutant I 
flold my pony, saddle, and bridle, for six guineas ; and after one 
more day's preparation for the march, took my leave of this 
apology for a regiment, and happily never saw it more, as one. 
Allowing my party to proceed on the route, at the rate of six- 
teen miles a day to the station, on the second day, I found my 
way by cross coaches, in a zig-zag course, to Manchester; and, 
na the least expenave mode of proceeding, got into lodgings 
at one of the many m%Uiner$* shops with which that town 
abounded, t 
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CHAPTER VI. 



'^'Tbere is not a more potent antidote against low sensuality than the 

adoration of beauty." 



Of all countries on earth, England is the least romantic; 
and of all places in England, a manufacturing town is the last 
where a person of that turn of mind could indulge in those 
happy sports of fancy which ** cheat expectation and sorrow of 
their weary moments.'* 

To the wretch whose mind can be satisfied with, low in- 
trigue, such a polluted region affords complete scope for the 
vile pursuit Nothing could be more afBicting to the heart or- 
sight, than the thousand specimens of precocious infamy and 
depravity which the various workshops disgorged on the pave 
at night-fall. As manufactures flourish, morals decay. The- 
congregation, within a small focus, of hundreds of the ignovantr 
and licentious of both sexes, initiates even infancy itself into 
all kind of indecencies at the first dawning of reason: no woa<^ 
dcr that their after life should be marked by that utter reck-, 
lessness and indifierenoe to virtue and good order which is,, 
alas! but too apparent 

The shop of the house in whidi I had lodged n^'self was 
the daily lounge of idlers and recruiting officers, of' whifch 
there were absolutely hundreds at that time in the town. The^ 
young ladies aaiyf of whom tJiere were three, appeared in the> 
shop to receive company, if I may so term it: while the con-v 
venient mother, took post in the back parlour^ her iniplied 
presence being a protection against open scandal, although no. 
restraint whatever upon that kind of conversation which it 
may be weli imagined this promiscuous acquaintance gave 
rise to» 

The purchase of a pair of gloves* a rosette, or a watch-ri^ 
band, was always a sufficient introduction : and the innocent 
favours granted to their customers were meted out, not so 
much, by their manners, person, or vank, as by the liberality 
with which they made their pur(^ase& In fact, a more sordid, 
selfish trio never existed; they .were e\*en attempting to sup- 
plant each other in the good graces of those whovhad tiie^mi^ 
fierable folly to beooine tjbeii; temporary dupes. Being a re-. 
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eident of the house, I obtained the credit of an intimacy which 
never existed. Slave as I was from my early days of boy- 
hood to the dear sex, I never could for a moment suffer a 
thought of regard to enter my mind for any of those heartless 
beauties; for such, with the aid of rouge, indian ink, and pearl 
powder, they contrived to appear. Perhaps of all persons 
known to them, I was kept at the greatest distance, and voted 
a penurious^ coUMooded young man. How little they knew 
me !— but tant mieux. 

They had not even any of the amiable weaknesses of the 
sex; money! money! money! was their sole idol. But the^ 
suited their countrymen all the better, for Mr. Bull likes a bit 
of barter even in afiiirs of love ; and if he did lay down his 
half-guinea for a promise and a sly kiss across the counter, he 
congratulated himself on a drawlMu;k of twenty-five per cent, 
in the shape of a pair of half crown gloves! A nobleman of 
fifty thousand pounds a year, dealing m horse-flesh, invariably 
prides himself on adhering to the maxim " Sell in guineas^ 
buy in pounds ;" then again, "card money," in the first cir* 
cles; "Christmas boxes!" "servants' vails," and "montem 
begging!" Master Napoleon was right about us; but n'im- 
porte; we call ourselves the first of nations, and let that pass. 

Chance introduced me to the acquaintance of an officer of 
the Coldstream Guards, Ensign the Honourable E. Plunkett^ 
(now Lord Dunsany,) who hi^ been on this ^^forlorn kofe 
duty,^^ (recruiting at Manchester,) fi>r some montha In his 
agreeable society I found some refuge firom the heterogeneous 
mixture of dulness and depravity in this huge focus of thieving 
and theology—- murder and roethodism — crime and calico. 

As we never appeared in regimentals more than one day m 
the week, and then for not more than a couple of hours, while 
under the inspection of the inspecting officer of the district 
we left the field of finery open to the J^enci^^ gentlemen, who 
were too proud of their gay trappings to lay them down for a 
single day, and rejoiced at bein^ able to make our daily excur- 
sions in the neighbourhood, without being recognised as a pair 
of the " King^s hard bargains.''^ 

It occurred to me one day to explore, in company with my 
Honourable friend, the well recollected Watergate-street, ia 
search of the two ladies who were my fellow travellers on my 
first visit to England with my father m 1790. I fbund the old 
couple semper idem ; but the spinsters had changed their con- 
dition. One had removed with a mercantile husband to Li- 
verpool, the other had been taken to wife by a brother cotton 
spinner, at Stockport; and to meet whom on her next visit we 
were invited t<J take tea by the old lady. 

Oi the appointed day we presented ourselves at five o'clock, 
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one hour before ^imiei«-tiine, and were received with mueh 
ceremony by the whole party. My firtend had previottsly re* 
quested that I would sink his hereditary Honouralde and in- 
troduce him as piaiu Mr. Plunkett An unusual preparation, 
I perceived) had beoa made for our receptioa ; and, as it was ex« 
pected that w« should eat muffins as well as sip tea, in endea- 
vouring to comply with their pressing entreaties our politeness 
and our inclinations were oflen placed in conflict 

The young lady, who had now arrived at the age of three- 
and-twenty, had progressively increased in bulk I should sup- 
pose every year since I had seen her, as she was at that time 
a mountain of flesh; pure white and read. She bore the 
strange name of Mrs. Snudlpiece, than which, compared with 
her immense calibre, nothing could be more ridiculously in- 
appropriate. In addressing her, my friend and self made every 
^i>rtour ingenuity could suggest to soften down the pronun- 
ciation of the bomd cognomen into something more delicate 
to the ear; yeit every attempt we made at the embellishment^ 
curtailment, or abbreviation, in the sound of either syllalde^ 
. by changing a vowel, only tended to render it the more ludi- 
croua 

Her in<|uirie8 after my father, were tolerably kind, eensider-i 
ing the presence of the husband, who, with all the inquisitive- 
ness of the trades-man, asked me what business my sire ww 
in"; a question which, I believe, would have puzzled himself to 
answer had he been present My answer was short and tndy 
Irish: ** ite is a gentleman^ sir," On the same question 
being put to my Honourable friend, he replied, that his fatheir 
was ei farmer ! I was instantly struck with the superior sense 
and modesty of the reply of the ancient Irish nMemarCs sofu 

My friend showed a strange &ncy in admiring most hugely 
the massive Mrs. Small piece 1 There was an old spinette— a 
hurdy-gurdy piano forte — in the room, which the daughters 
had been taught to strum upon, and on which he very gallant* 
ly requested the married lady, as the only musical member of 
the ^rnily then peseot, to fkvour the company with an aii\ 
She was half inclined to comply, but still kept her seat; so my 
friend perceiving that the mountain would not come to Maho- 
met, he (as Mahomet) went to the mountain, and taking her 
hand, with a gentleness and grace which even the husband 
could not butcuimire, led her to the instrument; and, as he was 
himself a bit of a musician, aided her in all her preliminary ar- 
rangements for gratifying the family party, and which she e& 
fectually did, although the vile twangmg spinette was misera* 
bly defective in strings and much out of tune. The good folks 
were quite disappointed at our leavmg them at a quarter be- 
fore seven ; while, on our side, we were unwilling to in^a\ 
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Uifem ^t M/^ Ited tiot dmedi and were fhll three qoorters of 
ui hour beyond our time; 

With an appetite increased by a long foat itnd a pf»igent cup 
of green tea, I fell to on my steak most ravenooslyf white my 
Hononrable friend seemed to give all his thoughts to the great 
tody m the litUe parl&ur we had just left He returned about 
nine o'clock to sup with the family, while I, who had quite 
enough of them, and saw nothing in the full grown wife to re- 
deem the dffilike I took to the growing Miss escaped to the 
half-play to see a pantomime and the pony races which were 
then the rage. 

The next day I heard from my friend that my desertion hod 
Hither displeased then?; that by some means these trades- 
people had discovered his rank, and he found his second visit 
&r less agteeable than the first in consequence of being op- 
pressed with respect, and constantly reminded of the nobility 
of his blood. His attentions to the lady were received with in- 
finitiy less reserve than before^ and he was even invited bjr the 
fend couple to visit them at Stockport ; and this he assured me 
he would have done, had not mention been made that two or 
three little SmallpieceSf the fruits of their happy union, would 
be presented to him. This, as he confessed, cut the thread of 
his admiration in twain, and he thought no more c^ them or 
their odious name. 

This gallant officer received a severe wound at the Helder, 
which, I believe, eventually induced him to retire from the 
service after reaching the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Whe- 
ther in his professional or private life, he was equally estima- 
ble; the nobility was honoured by such a member of its order, 
and the army lost none of its dignity. 

Never having given myself the slightest trouble on the sub- 
ject, I was not at all disappointed at finding my whole body of 
recruits, afler several weeks* beating up, amount to— two! and 
these, poor Irish weavers: but J had not a Macnab for my 
spokesman ; so that when I received the order to repair 
to head-quarters, which had been now changed to Leeds, I ex- 
perienced none of those anxieties for the safety of my chargo 
which J felt when employed on the same service in Ireland; 
nor encountered any of those adventures which I never reflect- 
ed on but with a kind of melancholy pleasure. These feelings 
never slept within me; they were kept alive by a passion which 
inspired sentiments that preserved me from sinking into any 
of those debasements, which, had my heart been unoccupied, the 
easiness of my nature, warmth of temperament, and constant 
temptations might have led me into. 

Having despatched my party by the regular route, 1 deter- 
mined to pursue my own as my fimcy should dictate ; aiid having 
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pat a eoople of ctn^^^ Huen ialo a v«lin ii«ii»<«c%»ffr^ 
my servant, and sinfin^ all militaiy appeafanoe kk a satt ai 
plain mafli, I set out on my pedeetnan tour. 

I was completely disappointed of all the pleastxre I bad pro- 
mised myself by such a mode of travelling. Few, iadeed,>«ie 
tlie gratifications an ardent mind recm^^es while tnvemmgWL 
line of country absolutely swarming with a redundant popcdA- 
tion, not possessing a single idea l^yood those which enable 
them to perform the daily drudgery in wbioh they pass their 
youtli, their manhood, and their old age ; ^rnmiiig oat the 
thread of existence like silk- worms for the advantage- of Hie 
rich ; and then at last getting leave to fill a pauper' ^^gfHve, 
Here the poor weaver, rising before light, toils Hioes8m% ftil 
day ; his children, instead of pursuing those anmsements imMi- 
ral to youth, share in his toils, not merely while ^y-light kilB, 
but pursuing that labour by the light df hm t«xm e«»^ ^1 
midnight; lying down with his supperless wretched fiu&ily, ill«n 
unblanketed bed, to rise unrefreshed, and again encounter t^ 
same wastingtoil of unrequited, hopeless labour t Poor hkiA JMl 
is taught to consider this Indvstet; to rejoice in hit chaiaB, 
and wear them with all the pride of a Lord Mayor. itddBs 
not require the second sig^t of a Scotchman to foreteH t^ an 
fiwful reaction is not far distant. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Dffe all— JDy« bobly.** 



Or fltrrivingf at Iferrowgate, I met in the reading-room an 
Irish acquaintance of the name of l^fountgarrat^ (of whom I 
shall have much to say hereafter^) fVom whom I derived a piece 
of intelligence which deeply interested mo, although J careful* 
ly suppressed my connexion with the parties who are the chief 
actors in the events recorded. 

It seemed, that from some rude assault committed by the 
rum-tippling American loyalist on one of the operative dyers of 
the town of Leeds^ he was surrounded by a host of these blue- 
sidnned brotherhood in an unguarded moment, and treated to 
a dip in the dye-tub. 

To a man whose character was (according to his own showing) 
above all stain, and who, though fond of life, was ever ready to 
die with honour for his country, such an inglorious tinge as his 
person and the king's uniform received on this occasion re- 
quired to be washed out with blood. He accordingly repaired 
in his dyeing state to the barracks of the company he com- 
manded) and sallied Ibrth at its head, vowing vengeance against 
every man who wore an apron and a blue nice. 

The afSray happened late in the evening, when the complexion 
of the weavers of aprons could not be so exactly ascertained as 
to confine the infliction of Tengeanee to the parties for whom 
it was exclusively intended. The consequence was that, m 
order to avoid omissions, the Irish soldiers, inflamed by the re- 
collection of the daily sneers and insults they had received, in- 
discriminately knocked down, kicked, and otherwise ill-used 
all who came within the scope of their arms 

The remainder of the fe^tmtfnt was called out, with the stut- 
tering captain at its head, to quell the riot; but the peace-ma^ 
kers shortly took part with the peace-breakers against the towns- 
people; and the captain was obliged to solicit the aid of the 
detachment of dragoon gnards, then fortunately at Leeds, to 
overpower the mutineers. 

The prudence of the officer commanding the cavalry, who* 
although a subaltern, refused to comply With the equally cow- 
ardly and insane oictersot the captain, to cut dawn the poor 
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mifiled and half-aavage infantry, ri^fht and left, aayed his Mo* 
je8ty*B service from much disgrace. By reasoning with the 
deluded men be induced them to fall into their ranks, and 
march to the barracks undep^e protection of his troop. Se* 
veral were disfigured with wounds from sticks, stones, and 
other missiles ; while those which they inflicted were of a still 
more serious character. 

The civic authorities, who would have slunk into an augur* 
hole while the fray was raging, after the danger was over pa- 
raded all the constables of the township, and perambulated the 
streets during the night In the mean time an express was 
sent to the quarters of the general officer of the district, who, 
if I mistake not, was Prince William, now Duke of Gloucester^ 
The riotous soldiers were strictly confined to their barracks 
for three days, when they were marched northward, under the 
escort of the dragoon guards as far as Ripon, where another 
troop took charge of them until they passed theborder of York- 
shire. 

This was the substance of my Insh friend's information as 
to the particulars of the fray ; but be added that the regiment 
was proceeding to Newcastle ** to be broke^^ as he termed it, 
but which I interpreted to be " drafted." 

Having had my servant with me in coloured clothes, I sent 
him into Leeds to intercept the sergeant, and order him to 
march directly through that town without stopping a moment, 
halting about five miles beyond it at a small village, where I 
should join him. But the sergeant had already passed through 
unmolested, and was then on his way to Durham, where hesul- 
quarters had been established for a few days. Such was the 
information with which my servant returned to me, having ob- 
tained it from the stafiT sergeant of the recruiting service at 
Leeds. 

I set out the next day, and reached Darlington in time to ^ 
overtake my party. Arriving at Durham late in the evening, 
I repaired to the inn where I understood our head-quarters hiul 
been established ; but I was obliged to take to my bed immedi- 
diately in consequence of an attack of pleurisy. The regiment 
(save the mark !) had marched for Newcastle-upon-Tyne a few 
days before; and there was I, a total stranger, the sick inmate 
of a public inn, without knowing or being known to one soul in 
the place ! 

A doctor was called in by the man of the house (of whom 
and his excellent little daughter I shall make honourable men- 
tion in due time.) This gentleman prescribed nothing but 
bleeding — ^bleeding — ^bleeding. Six times in three days did I 
undergo this strength-subduing operation, until I was almost 
too weak to turn in my bed; yet ths inflammatory symptoms 
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of the disease did not materially abate. On the fourth day the 
countenance of the doctor, and the very kindest of little nurses, 
my host's daughter, assured me that I was out of danger. My 
recovery was as rapid as my attack had been violent ; and in a 
few days I found time, words, and every other demonstration 
of gratitude which my heart suggested, to express my thanks 
fijtr the tender attention which this worthy girl bestowed on 
me. 

At the end of a week I was so far recovered as to be able to 
take my place in the arm chair, which my dear little nurse 
had, night aft;er night, during my illness, occupied while watch- 
ing my broken slumbers. Every nicety that could tempt the 
reviving appetite of the convalescent was prepared for me by 
her own hands ; and her keen little sparkling eyes seemed to 
slow with delight as she observed the avidity with which I 
despatched these delicacies. She hung over me with too evi- 
dent a sense of pleasure when I requested the aid of her kind 
arm. 

She had no mother, was manager of the establishment, and 
sole successor and heiress to her worthy father's house and 
wealth, who by general report was a scare thousand man, be- 
sides, his freehold &rm near Lumley Castle, worth seven hun- 
dred pounds a year. His liking to me was almost as strong 
as that which the daughter made no sort of scruple of profess- 
ing. 

Here then was a temptation to an unportioned lieutenant 
in a marching regiment, which by that time had probably 
inarched to the right about. Here I once more found myself 
lord of the heart of the lady of the Lion, for such was in fact 
the sign of the inn. (I must have been bom under Leo !) This 
coincidence brought to rov mind's eye in all her portly beauty 
the corpulent Venus of the county of Meath, whose parting 
smack 1 never could forget; and I bestowed on the memory of 
her charms a deep-fotched sigh. Little did I know at that 
time, when dreaming of past pleasures, that the sweet-lipped 
Mrs. Ma^ty Malone was enjoying them in the full perfection 
of connubial bliss, having, while her heart was yet soft and 
t^der, allowed love's citadel to be asailed and won by a bold 
sergeant of dragoons ! 

Sut there were other recollections of a more tender nature 
which never slept, on which fond memory loved to dwell, 
however hopeless the passion it cherished. Neither time, nor 
space, nor the ever-varying changes of my di^ys, could banish 
from my dearest remembrance the amiable Maria, the early 
victim of one parent's folly, and of the mistaken policy of a 
kind and affectionate relative, who paw too hte the error of 
one irrevocable 0tep ! 
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On a Sunday morning, when attiag at broakfast in the pri- 
vate purlourof the house, which q)ened on a small and ver- 
dant lawn over which the rustling leaves, obedient to the fitflil 
breeze of a bright October day, played about in (bntastie ed- 
dies, a visiter was announced ; and while puzzling my brain to 
know who could possibly have found me oat, I had only to remove 
Anna's chair from its too immediate proximity to my own, when 
in walked the ensign and acting paymaster, Chapman i He 
had heard from my sergeant of my being arrested by the hand 
of sickness on my route, and took the nrst opportimity which 
his late troublesome avocations afibrded to visit me. He had, 
of course, a long story to tell me of the legiment, the summary 
of which was its disgrace! A fbw picked men having been 
lately drafted into the 115th, (Prince William's reg[im(Bttt,):wa8 
doomed to the same iato shortly after ; and the main body was 
sent to London river in colliers, in order to be dropped at 
Gravesend on the route to Chatham. 

A severe reckoning had taken place with respect to the <m>> 
counts of the drafted men ; and the acting paymaster ibund hi& 
situation, during the last fortnight, no sineenre. The pre- 
cious remnant of the one hundred and heaven knows how 
many -— eth regiment had sailed three dtija before for the 
Thames; tiie ensign only waiting to close the baUmce-i^et at 
Newcastle with the paymaster ofthe ll5tb, and then to proceed 
for Chatham by land. This was all his news, excepting tJM 
appointment of my firiend, the major, to the colonelcy of a nor- 
thern fencible regiment, (having obtained the rank of lieuten- 
ant-colonel in the line by purchase some weeks befbre,) and a 
message firom that officer, desiring roe to write to him at 
Wakefield as soon as I joined. 

Although I had nearly twenty pounds balance in my hands 
of regimental money, Mr. Chapman declined then to receive 
it, considerately saying I might want money when he was not 
near me to answer my demands. 

He was not a bad fellow, thou^ vulgar, timid, and hesita- 
ting in his mod^pf expressing hunself^ as if conscious of his 
general infericvity ;. yet he lov^ good company and good living, 
was never obtrusive, and besides was an exeellent Ustener ana 
a liberal-handed friend. 

Strange to say, this man, who had embraced the military 
profession so late in life, and under so many disadvanta^^ of 
person and education, by dint of observation and imitation po- 
lished himself into a very respectable majqii in the course of 
^ve or six years; a rank which he reached by purchase, and 
held with jk fair portion of credit and respect in an old and 
cr^ck regiment of the twenties, 

Atter passing part of the da^ viritb me h^ ipet^umod to New- 
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castle, promising to pick ine up in the course of the next or 
following day, on his way up the road, should my health enable 
me to travel at this time. 

Never did visit appear so long or so tiresome to poor Anna, 
who had projected a little excursion for me on that day, which 
it was too late to undertake at the hour my brother sub took 
leave. She, however, for reasons of her own, seemed bent on 
this trip, and the morrow was named for putting her intentions 
into execution. What they were time will show. 

Having expressed a desire to visit the cathedral for even* 
ing service, it was only after great persuasion I was permitted 
to ^, although the distance was nothing. Well secured 
agamst coldj f entered the sacred porch of this venerable build- 
ing, and was instantly accommodated with one of those com- 
fortably cushioned and curtained stalls, on which the well-fed 
prebendary may doze through the service without observation ! 
It was the ffrst place of worship I had entered for some months ; 
and as I turned my thoughts from the world my heart smote me 
for the neglect 

There is a time when eyery man is struck with a sense of 
his mortality, and feels the force of a truth to which be has as- 
sented merely from custom, without considering its certainty 
or importance. In the cheerful simplicity of infancy it is but 
faintly understood. In the first impatience of youth, when the 
world is all before us, and every object bears the force of novel- 
ty, it is but little regarded; yet that this awful idea was ever 
long absent froni my mind, from my eariiest recollecticm, I can 
with truth deny. 

My reflections during my late severe illness were such as 1 
hoped were creditable to my heart as a Christian ; and I availed 
myself of the first opportunity to pour out my humble thanks 
to the Giver of all good for his numberless mercies in his own 
temple of prayer. The magnificent cathedral service was per^ 
formed with the most solemn and imposing efiect; at the close 
of which I returned to my inn with a heart in peace with aH 
mankind, — ^and almost with itself! 

A small party with mv host*s friends were assemblied in the 
evening; and I perceived with some degree of impatience that 
I became the object ef particular scrutiny and attention with 
all the females of the company, in whose eyes I could not have 
appeared in the most amiable light, from my evident fretfliU 
ness, when all around me was kimlness and good-humour; and 
I felt happy when, on the plea of my convalescent state, m]^ 
larewell for tjhe night was accepted. 

4* 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



-^'-Ido'kBow 



WlMii tlis blood bums, liow srodiytl t)ie eoiU 
Lends the tongue words." 

JEUaiMo next morning with renewed strength^ and scarcely » 
trace of my late illness on roy countenance, I enjpved witl]^ 
peculiar zest the comfortable break&st which little Ann;i 
waited to paclake ef with me» That finished^ and a quarter 
of an hour consumed in skimming over the London papers, I 
waited her orders; a post-chaise drovj^ up to the door, and the 
good father saw me hand his daughter inta it wit|^ apparent 
satisfaction, after which he lent me his arm, and with a kind 
^ G^od morning, sir,^^ bade the driver proceed^, when off we 
set at the rate of ten miles an hour,, on the high road to Scot^ 
land. 

Never did I pasa so silent and stupid thcee quarters of ^^n 
hour's drive with any female, as those which served to bring 
us in view of High Cliff Farm. My^heart was overpowere(L 
My sad reflections, and my silence, alarmed my kind little- 
companion, to whose anxious inquiry, " Are yoa not well?" I 
could only reply, "Yes, dearest, betteu than, you have ever seen 
me, tiianks to your care,, but sad and sorrawfiil at the tliought 
that I must so soon part from one, to Whose tender kindness I 
am indebted lor life, and whom I never caa forget" At this 
expression she nestled close to my bosom like a child, and thus 
remained until the stopping of the carriage roused her to self- 
possession. She allowed me to hand her into the house with- 
out any reply to an observation which I observed with pain ai^ 
fected her deeply: rallying all her spirits as she was received 
by the housekeeper^ she welcomed me to Higlv Cliff with warm 
lOordiality. 

It was a j^fme omee deUghtfuUy situ&ted, and fitted up in- 
the most corai^taUe, and at the same time, tast^ul style. It 
iiad been occupied by Colonel and Lady Augusta Mordaunt for- 
tbe 3^ear: there they were maivied, and there she had given 
birth to her first and only child ; circumstances which little 
Anna did not fail more than once to advert to very pointedljF. 
After showing me the entire house, and pointing out the vari^ 
ous prospects, which: were as boundless as tliey were occasion:^ 
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ally gfrand ftnd beautiful, she left ne for a qqi^rter of an tiQttr 
to my own reflections;- and these were not the mofit happy, - 

iu the fulness of my gratitude for Anna's oare of me during 
my illness, I certainly expressed my thanks with n wajrmih of 
words and action which oould leave hat one impression on tb^ 
femsde mind-^that of devoted love* She, with great ioopm-^ 
<}ei^cp, exposed henielf day after day to a repetition of jmy «o- 
knowled^ments for the past, whilst to^^ly laying Bue noder 
fresh obligations for the present. 

Anna wss upwards of twenty years of age, but so p$tU^, tbftt 
her h^ scarcely reached to my shoulder (aod I was tton bat 
five feet nine !) Her figure ws« so j^rfectly proportioned to- 
her height, that by its slightness, delioacy, and the poouliar 
W^ she dressed, (generally in a flptprning ftot^k, with her dftrk 
ha4r slightly curled and h^ging in .careless rwglets ov,«r heir 
delicate neck,) she might at first view have pasw^d for a ehild 
joi fourteen. To the charapter of beauty her ^ce shonKC^ »» 
jM'etensions : her features weire regular ; her eompleicion seft^ 
yet pallid ; but her eye so keen and penetrating, stam^ped h^ 
At once the woman 1 Unaccustomed from her mRmcy to eoi^ 
Iri^UctioQ or control, she was violently self-willed; yet ther^ 
was a r^oeming generosity in her na^re which atoned for 
that error ; and to which I was in the nrst instanee indebted 
for those attentions bestowed on mQi when I arrived nnder her 
parent's roof, in an almost Minting state; a kindness whii^ 
never for one moment relaxed during my troublesome illnesf. 
With a heart full of gratitude to lieaven and lovely womaii 
for Jiis delivery ^om peril or sickness, a young man of eighte^ 
is not apt to weigh his expressions in the scale of pn^enee. 
That I had said more than I ought, yet not a syllable more thaa 
my heart dictated* { was hut too sensible, and how to extrica^ 
myself was now the cause of many a painful thought 

My reveries were broken by the entrance of my fairy queeo^ 
who came to invite me to her own gatrden. It W(|S knpossible 
not to praise all its arrangements as being hers-; yet she hii^ 
the modestjr to disclaim the merit of t^ superior taste an^ 
elegance w^b which they were made, bestowing it on J/idy 
Augusta, who remained here after her husband had joined h& 
regiment on the continent, and whom she described as a model 
of beauty and afifectiou.* We walked, a^ t^ked ; and after f 
bad exhausted every term of praise whicsh J could beet<>w on 
all I saw* enjpy^, «nd felt, it beoanie necesssiy for bo|^ ow 
sakes to renew the subject of my departure. 

^' And yet, my Nearest friend," I said, ^^a few short days shfdl 
see me a sad wanderer fiporn this £!de»-— a lew weeks or monthp^ 
ibehold me wafted tn some distant regions* where no suoh aiupel 
as §bQ i npw eafoii in ^ arms wdl cheer my eixilet 1^ 
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sach, dear girl, is the soldier^s fiite. Would you be happy, 
Anna, fix not your heart's afifections on one !*' 

With a look that for the moment made her appear beautiflil 
in my eyes, she answered, *^ You should have taught me that 
hard lesson before! Why should you go? All you behold 
here mil be mme ; — and — and *' (as she hid her fiice cm my 
bosom, added,) ** will you liave the unkindness to force me to 
BKynKxrel^ — ''No,' dearest Anna! I will not aflfect to misun- 
derstand you : I was before grateful ; I now h>Te you for your 
generous feeling towards me. I am but a poor ^soldier or 
lORTUNE,' wiUi no estate but my sword ; and little eke in proe> 
pect Your worthy lather has other projects." 

^ O ! no, no!" quickly interrupted the ardent girl ; *' he lires 
but for my happiness." — ^ Well, granted, my love, that he does, 
you deserve all his afiections ; but would your happiness be en^ 
Bured by bestowing your heart and hand on a stranger, of whom 
you know no more than that his misfortune excited your gentle 
]Mty, whose gratitude won vour esteem ! Let us embrace ir 
friendi^ip, the fondest, tenderest friendship, and trust to time 
to render me more 3rour equal in worldly wealth ; and if po6» 
sible in that g^ierosity of heart, to which alone, and not my 
own merits, I owe your preference: then I may claim that 
hand, which it would be mean and criminal in me now to ao> 
cept This very evening I will ccmverse with your father, and 
shall be guided by his discretion: and now, dear, dear Anna, 
let me once more press you to my grateful heart, and let us 
yield to the advice of the kindest of Others;" The little 
creature, who had almost fainted at the first part of my cold 
and formal lecture, now accepted the proffered embrace, with 
a warmth she had never before evinced; and, in allusion to the 
eonference with her fkther, exclaimed, **Now I am happy !" 

During the remainder of the day all was confidence and 
cheerfulness on both sides. Her iRtle heart fluttered with 
pleasing anticipations; and mine experienced that relief, which 
the reflection of having performed an honourable though pain- 
fb) duty is ever sure to bestow. 

WTien the carriage was drawn up to receive us, after a hasty 
dinner, I relinquisl^ her hand for a moment, while she ex- 
changed a few words in a low tone of voice with the house* 
keeper, whose whispering remark, as she kissed her at the door,, 
threw a flush of pale crimson over the face and bosom of little 
Anna, which their double glance at me sufficiently explained. 

On taking our seat, the whip of the postboy once more set 
the horses off in a canter; and as we passed theouter gate I 
involuntarily exclaimed, ** Esu'ewell, White Cliff! may Heaven 
Mess my dear, ray generous Anna !" This expression, uttered 
in a raelaRcholy tone» broke from my Kps before I could weigh. 
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their probf^Ue ei^t on my wmpmef^i 4ub 9^ mpment I 
would ba?e ffiyen wojr|4s to rec^l ^em; Wt it wa^ too l&te; 
the shaft had sped on its course ; the bari) had already lodges 
ia the sensitive hosem loi its victim, A Ipok of tender nepro^cn 
and a flood of tears were the cNaly upbraidiogs my inconsi* 
d««te exclamatipn cal^ forth. I pressed the little suflferer 
to my heart, and kissed from h^ ^Id Md paUi4 ^he^k the &8t 
^lii^ tear. 



CHAPTER JX 

** Tell ker mw low, «ore aokle tliaft t^le ipecl4. 
Prizes not quvitity of dirty lands. 
The parts that fortune batn bestowed upon ber, 
Tell hot I boU as g iddUy aa fturtuBC.** 

On our return to Durham, the first object that straidc mhT 
view was the ili-omened faoe of Chapman, who stood grini^g, 
with mouth as open and almost aa wkle as the pillard porch, tt> 
r^ive us. His keen observation on his preceding vintcon vineed? 
him that I had get into comfbrtaUe quartera; and with more 
hjMte than delicacy he transferred his ftom Newcastle to this 
city. I felt all the embarrassment of hts presence, but a» 
ssmed as much composure as my state «£ mind could allow. 

He had ordered chnn^ fbr two in tk» mnd room at fltte ; 
and, punctual to the moment, it was servedup to his solitai^ est* 
eellency ; my previoue early dinner fumishinff an excuse for 
my non-appearance, until I could make my eniree with the win* 
and walnuts. 

There was a superior kind of yevmif nan in the hous^ as 
clerk and head-waitor, who, for distinction's sake was called 
Mr, Charles, a distant relation of the landk^rd's, whom Chap* 
man had talked into a kind of respectable inttm^Msy, and ftom 
whom he learned something of the nature of my footing in the 
fiimily, which was more that of a friendly visiter or guest than 
a casual traveller; and his sagacity speedily gave me cre<^t 
for a very prudent speculation. He only waited for my app 
poarance to drink ^ Success to tike match /** It was ip vaiA I 
looked grave, and remonstrated against levity on such a suh^. 
ject: the more serious I became, the more he chuckled, ezpand^^ 
inj? his immense mouth, and exhibiting hi% tpmb-stone teeth, 
*« few and for between." In my turn, as I viewed ki^ eztnu)^ 
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dinary face, I coald not avoid joining^ in the langh, altfaoagh 
a scene was preparing^ for me at which every nerve trem- 
bled. 

I had invited myself to take a gflass of wine with my laiid- 
lord by ourselves, on which occasion I hoped to be able to with- 
draw without dishonour from the awkward predicament, into 
which a foolish tonsnie, moved by the warmth of a. grateful 
heart, had led me. It just then occurred to me that my jovial 
companion might be made a useful auxiliary in this delicate 
matter; so after sounding his disposition, I mirly and candidly 
laid before him mv painful situation, and mv determination 
that very night to break off a connexion, which my own sense 
«f honour and prudence, if it had not totally forsaken me, should 
have crushed m the bud. . 

When he found me serious in rejecting the temptation which 
<;hance had thrown in my way, and heara me pl^ as my mo- 
tives the want of fortune, of that afiection which should be the 
basis of an honourable matrimonial union, and the conviction 
that my own unsteadiness of character might probably bring 
AHTOW on the too confiding girl, he no longer appeared the 
4M>rdid shopkeeper in my eyes ; but rising at once into the gen- 
tleman, the drip Of j^tle blood which for centuries had run 
through the vems of the Chapmans seemed suddenly to have 
purified and ennobled the whole tide. He grasped my hand 
with fervour, and exclaimed. ** You're an honourable young fel- 
low, ! That's fine ! — 1«#— m«, its noble, and you ddall never 

want a hunch^ pounds while Johnny Chapman can command 
one !" — a little Irish hyperbole^ but kindly meant 

I now ventured to propose to him to join the fiither and me 
over our bottle below, and follow up by his remarks such ob- 
servaticms as I should make when declininfif Miss Anna's hand. 
'* Would it not be more prudent," observea my friend, " That 
we should invite him here ? It will save his bottle, and afibrd 
an excuse for a call for a couple more to us." O ! the vile 
idiopkeeper again, thought I, while I agreed to this business- 
like proposal Instead, therefore, of discussinfi^ our afl&ir in the 
private parlour, our good bost was kindl]r mvited up staire, 
where his reception must haye convinc^ him of the respect in 
which he was held. 

After health-drinking, my amicus curia commenced a speech 
of Miae length, in which he took occasion to give me credit 
for all I had said, and much that I did not say in praise of the 
kindness and attention which I received from all his family 
during my late illness; and more particularly from his amiable 
daughter. The ensign was absolutely eloquent; the father af- 
^ted! 

^'Yefii^" aajd the good old man, << she tt a good girl; and it 
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v^uTd break mf heart to see her bestow herself oa one who 
ymmld not devote himself to her happiness t but girls will choose 
for themselves sometimes, captain ; and my little Nancy, and 
and your young friend here, have taken such a liking to cacb 
Other, that, although he is an Irishman^ I don't know that I 
could refuse to make them happy I But no more soldiering— 
no ! no ! Nancy is one of the stay-at-homes; and so must ner 
husband that is to be.** 

Here was an unexpected retreat left open to me. Afler a 
suitable acknowledgment for all I had heard, I expressed mv 
sorrow that the only chance I poesesBed of making my way in life 
was by attaching myself to my profession at least for a few years 
longer ; that it was in fact my sole dependence, and my aban- 
donment of it at such a period would lose me not only the coun- 
tenance and protection of my fiimiiy, but of those more influen- 
tial friends on whose patronage I was dependent for future 
promotion. Assuring him, that although attached to Anna, by 
sentiments of the most perfect esteem and regard, I would 
sacrifice my own feelings, rather than promise that which it 
would be impossible under my present engagements to per- 
form; finally, that at the end of a couple of years, if Heaven 
spared me, I should feel grateful for a renewal of dear Anna's 
favourable regards;— "Now, sir," I concluded, "believe me 
when I assure you that I would be proud to risk my life and 
prospects for your daughter's happiness. I owe you both too 
heavy a debt of gratitude to repay your kindness and confidence 
by deception. I know the restlessness of my nature too well 
to endanger dear Anna's future peace by trusting to it I am 
young, without fortune; honourable, I trust; but still volatile, 
fickle, and unsteady. Your daughter deserves a better man 
than I now am, and such a one as I hope to be when I next 
have ,the happiness to meet her. Do me justice in her heart, 
and I shall depart with feelings of love and gratitude !" I had 
worked myself up to a kind of tragedy rant, and like the player 
king in Hamlet, ^^dbsolutely shed tears :^' they were not the 
tears of hypocrisy, for the sense of the little Anna's kindness 
and affection was too powerful in my heart to allow of my 
breaking ofiTthe connexion in terms of cold and cruel civility. 

It was a satisfaction to me to perceive that the father, not- 
withstanding his previous yielding to his child's wishes and en- 
treaties, was evidently as gratified as myself at my honoura- 
ble withdrawal, I took occasion to retire as soon as possible, 
in order to leave the field open to my friend to make his con- 
cluding oration ; and which was, I doubt not, of a nature to sa- 
tisfy the good host that he was the worthiest of wealthy land- 
lords, his daughter an angel, and his young brother-officer the 
most candid and honourable of (Jrw^) men ! In whatever words 
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he obtained Im Terdiet I ktcfw not; btit that it was highly h^ 
voorable to mOt I ooold discern from the more than usually nU 
tendve cordiality of my host dotinff the remainder (^ the even* 
hig*. After a quarter of an hour's privMe conversation with 
his daughter, they bbth appeal^. A little party was collected 
in his parlour, where, plac^ beside each other, Anna and my- 
self jomed with cheerfklness in the round game of earda 
Whatever he said to the girl, it was evident 5iat she eonsi* 
dered her hopes deferred, not desth>yed; and talked to me of 
my i^etom aa if the day for it was already &ied. 

Poor Ixttie thing! She loiew n6t the instability of her own 
heart It was probably the first tkne ahe thought she kved ; 
and, indulged as she iutd ever been in all her wishes, her re^ 
serve gave way to her natural impatience. 

Biitlong bemre the two probationary'yeara, nay, before one 
brief year hod elapsed, she bestowed her hand upon Captain 
Clericu^ of Prmce William's regiment, who, in two years more, 
made room for another and more distiuffuished suitor. The 
Captain and her worthv &ther both paid me debt of nature in 
1796, in the autumn of which year my little Anna, with Hiffh 
Gliff and forty thousand pounds, became Lady M '^ *"'"'"'', the 
kst and boldest horsewoman^ in the Pahitine, the gayest of the 

fay in the vortex of ^Mhionable life, the idol of the veteran 
usband, and the envy of all the '* fix feet " ladies of the north. 
In 1799 she rode the foroous match over Scarborough sands 
against Captain Wrongstde of the Beveriy Buffi, contestinff 
6very inch of the heavv four-mile heat with that accompliidied 
gentleman jocke5r neck to neck ! When almost close to the 
winning post, seeh^ that he had the lead by half a head, the 
captain (with more gallantry than Mr. Flint eidiibited towards 
tiie celebrated Mrs. Thornton) by an unobserved check to bis 
horse allowed her to pass him as conqueror, with all the ho- 
iiours of the course, amidst the acclamations of thousands, her 
sporting 6ld spouse being among the most enthusiastic Her 
weight stands reedrded at Y<Mrk— -six sitniiB in the scales. 
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CHAPTER X. 



a w||dfnte89 of steeples, peeping 



On tiptoe WOugb Ibeir sea-co&l canopy; 
A kug6^ dun cupola, like a foolacalp crown 
Or a foors lie^d— and itiere is Loudon town.'* 

I PASS over the paititrg scene with me and my fair one and 
the friendly host at Durhamj as uninteresting to my readers; 
atid also a journey to town, which presented no other novelty 
to me than the fuller development of my fellow-traveller's 
character. 

He was a most extraordinary compound of liberality and 
meanness, Of the exalted feelings of the Irish gentleman, and 
the low cunning and craft of the Irish provincial shopkeeper. 
He would squabble for half an hour over our daily bill, coo- 
tending, penny by penny, every item of supposed overchar^ ; 
yet the next moment would fling his half-crown into the hand 
of some poor soldier's wife, who, with her wretched squalid 
children were to be seen traversing the roads in those days in 
Qtfer destitution. 

We posted the entire journey. Having the important charge 
of the regimental books and papers, my friend itidulo^ed him- 
self and me in this luxury, at the expense of the inexhaustible 
purse of Mr. John Bull I 

My companion had never seen London except in its huge ef- 
figy the jmnorama^ painted several years before from the view 
taken at Albion Mills, Blackfriars, and which hadj|^n exhi- 
bited iti the various towns in Ireland. To this i^mt, there- 
fore, he immediately directed his course ; but the mills having 
been destroyed some time previously, he took post on the bridge, 
and straining his round gray eyes ifi every direction, seemed 
for som« time lost in the immensity of the scene ; taking, how- 
ever, no small merit to himself for being able to point out from 
his own recollections Saint Paul's and West-MiNisxER Abbey. 
He wished much to see the theatres ; but the next day was to 
be the 24th of October, when our morning appearance at Chatp 
bam was indispensable ; for which place we proceeded forth- 
with ; but my companion could not resist the opportunity of 
taking a peep en passant at Green- WrrcH Hospital ! 

Arriving in good time for dinner, we were introduced to the 
detachment mess at the north angle of the terrace, where we 
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once more met the stutteriDg captain, the American loyalist^ 
the spoiled child, and honest Harrington ; every one of whom, 
together with ourselves, now belonged to different regiments. 

Our unfortunate corps had been drafted, immediately on its 
arrival, having produced nearly 200 men fit for service in the 
line, and half as many more only fit for the invalid companies, 
then forming for garrison duty. The captain, who had been 
appointed to the 22nd regiment, was under orders for that 
luxurious spot Cape Nichola Mole, St. Domingo ; a destination 
which, while it evidently depressed his spirits, served to in- 
crease the natural sourness of his temper, which had not been 
much improved by the contemptuous rejection of his addresses, 
by tlie father of his Yorkshire beauty some weeks before. In 
iact, his overbearing manners had rendered him obnoxious to 
the mess ; but he was a Captain ! an important rank in those 
days. 

For his sins and pranks, the spoiled child, although not m 
the same corps, was under sentence of transportation to the 
same delightful region ; and in a few days l)otb were to embark 
at the ominous port of Gravesend. Harrington was appointed 
to a reg'iment serving in India, and only waited the arrival of 
remittances from home for his outfit berore he took his depar*^ 
ture. The mad loyalist, who had been a constant pest to the 
Horse*guards for the last two years, was put out of the way by 
being appointed a captain-lieutenant in one of the black regi- 
ments then raising in the West Indies* My friend Chapman 
was agreeably surprised at finding himself gazetted lietUenant 
in the identical regiment, the skeleton of which that same 
morning marched into Chatham barracks, after two years' ser- 
vice in the Leeward Idands. As for me, I found myself postr 
ed to a regiment on its passage from the West Indies; and 
saw my name in orders to Remain at Chatham for garrison 
duty. 

After settling accounts with the ex-paymaster, I still found 
myself pretty strong in funds. I immediately employed the 
master'^tailor of the garrison to build my new regimentals, 
which happened to l^ one of the most showy in the service, 
and sent off to London for one of Cater^s (newest cook) gold- 
laced hats ; for many regiments then wore that lively-looking 
head-gear, together with the expensive xpgimental sword, 
which cost six guineas, superseded in a row months by the 
more sensible regulation of one of two pounds' value. These, 
with the cost of a long sash, leather boots, and belts, cut deeply 
into forty guineas, for the half of which I was obliged to draw 
a bill on my father, and Which Chapman cashed instanter. 

As the Chatham banncks, at the period referred to, boasted 
of a tolerably &ir mustoi^of ladies, I kept myself as much out 
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4»f view as my duty permitted, until I exchanged my rather 
shabby old jacket for the richly laced long coat of my regiment, 
find could appear from head to foot in my best costume. 
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CHAPTER XL 



' ** Costly thy habite as thy purse can buy. 

But not expressed in fancy— rich, not gaudy; 
For the apparel oft proclaims the man." 

In a garriscm where the needy and the seedy were frequently 
congregated, preparatory to their honourable banishment to 
some pestilential quarter of the globe, an appearance of wealth, 
which the feir sex (Heaven blees their discrimination^) always 
attach to fine clothes, is sure to be attended with invitations, 
and all the agreeaWe et-ceteras. To bp sure, there is a groat 
elongation of visage when, on the introduction, instead of 
" Captain,** the cWUing word "3f«»?cr"is pronounced; but 
then appearance is every thinff at first sight " Who is he ?*^ 
" Is he a man of forimie? Or the son of one ?" " He must he ; 
see how stylishly he dresses /*' are the usual questions and re- 
marks. 

Swift maintained that clothes were the real agents in worldly 
afiairs ; and that men, who fancy themselves something, are 
mere adjunct to. coat, vest, and breeches! The very reverend 
dean was very right 

The daughter of an old soldier is sufficiently an old soldier 
herself to scan, with all the keenness of a commaiuitng officer 
,on any inspection day, the dress of a new comer rrom top to 
toe: if detected in the siirof shabbiness, hid exclusion is cer- 
tain ! A darned glove or repaired boot arc almost irreparable 
ofiences; but any visible patch-work about the smallclothes is 
sure to be denounced as one of the most alarming breaches of 
decency! ' 

I recollect having heard a poor Irish ensign of five and thirty 
assert (with as much seriousness as it was in his jovial counte- 
nance to assume) that it was impossible to appear like a gen- 
tleman at Chatham without at least one good pair of breeches ! 
Poor fellow he spoke feelingly;- for his only pair were in an 
affecting state of dilapidation — quite a harlequinade, though 
bfippily all of pr^ colour,— ^clingy white; while bis increasing 
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corpalency, in the midst of a heart-rendiDg state of distress^ 
whicli be (roost happily) of all others seemed to feel the least, 
rendered everjr stride he took a service of danger ; particular- 
ly when marching round and saluting at the morning parade, 
durinff which he would rather have encountered the glaring 
eye of the Hyrcanian beast, than one soft lool^ from lovely wo* 
man. — ^More of poor Jack Gun hereafter. 

In the course of a week, or ten days, I was completely, and 
I may add elegantly, equipped. My white leathers, by ling- 
ham, and boots, by Hoby, were each in triplicate ; and when it 
was my turn to mount guard, or picket, on which occasion cloth 
breeches and black gaiters were to be worn, the superior quali- 
ty of these articles did not escape notice. On these premises 
and appearances, I was immediately set down for, what I real- 
ly was not, a monied man ; and my confessions, as to the hun^ 
ble mediocrity of my circumstances, were ascribed to the score 
of my modesty. 

It id true I was nqX crippled in money matters; and as I was 
one of the most moderate of young men in my habits of living, 
I felt no difficulty in preserving that respectability of appear- 
ance, which, after the first arojple outlay, could be supported by 
care and prudence : no young officer ever set^ out better pro- 
vided in the important articles, linen and lea'ther. It would 
hardly be believed in tliese days of dandyism, to what miserable 
make-shifts many a poor subaJte^a of former times, felt himself 
bomid to resort, in order to exist. 

Hundreds of men of all ages and rank had, at the breaking 
out of the war, found admission into the army; who, with the 
most severe and praise-worthy economy, could with difficulty 
sustain life and clothe themselves on their wretclied pay, 
strangers to ^1 the comforts and the society of the mess table. 

There was one regiment reduced at Chatham, in the winter 
of 1795, in which, of the fourteen subalterns that entered with 
it, after undergoing partial drafting at piy mouthy eleven had 
been promoted from the rank of sergeants within the last half 
year. Eight of 'this number were Scotch, the other three, 
Irish ; not one of whom had one shilling per an^um beyond his 
pitiful pay ; and a march from. Plymouth, during which they of 
necessity joined tb^. regimental mess, had deeply i^volyed them 
in debt, which they were then liquidating by stoppages, sub- 
mitting to the most painful privations. These poor fellows 
were marked objects for female scorn, whenever they had the 
misfortune 1;o encounter any of 1;he garrison ladies* The pre- 
posterous absurdity of their dress was alone a constant theme 
for ridicule: it was a mixture of poverty and coxcombry su- 
premely ludicrous. 

To liegin with the head. The hat ^as, a peculiarly coac\ 
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man-cut cock, bound with broad silver lace, of which not a ves- 
tige was to be seen on the long and narrow yellow facings of the 
regimentals. The epaulette was of the most diminutive size; 
and the bullion scarcely half the usual weight or length. The 
eoat was so cut off as to^pose theVhole of the body, irom the 
pit of the che§t downwards, in order to show m perpendicular 
line six buttons (and not the disk of one more) of the waistcoat, 
which was cut with old-fashioned court flaps, mounted each 
with two buttons, of which one half only of the circle was to be 
visible. The breeches, of white cloth or kerseymere, were re- 
markably short-kneed, with four buttons and a silver regimenr 
tal knee-buckle, exactly in line with the buttons, as a finish. 
The boots were three-quarters, made so as to embrace the calf 
of the leg, if any such muscle remained to the unhappy wearer; 
which rendered a clean pair of white stockings {at pipe-clayed 
substitutes) daily necessary. Up to the very hour of its remic- 
tion, the most rigid attention to this regimental dress was en- 
forced. 

It was stated to be exactly copied from old Lord Harring- 
ton's rfegiment, of the number of which this regiment was iha 
anagram, and highly approved of by George the Third ! — That 
I can well believe, when I call to my recollection his royal 
taste in. military and naval costume. 
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CHAPTER kll. 



Qeing upon drill, yoar bonoar-*-* 
Silence, Diggory: you're too talkative.' 



The daty at Chatham at this period was light, when shared 
by such a numeroup garrison of regimental and unattached o& 
ficers. A subaltenns guard was mounted daily at the bar* 
racks, and another at the dock-yard ; these,, with a barrack or- 
derly and a captain of the day, placed but four out of nearly one 
hundred officers on daily duty. 

The dock-yard guard, although a close duty, had been until 
that year a very desirable one, as Commissioner Proby had in- 
variably asked the officer to dine and pass the evening at hiq 
house. This hospitality had been grossly abused, the worthy 
commissioner having seen his Curtis-like profile caricatured 
on the very walls of his official domain. Such unmerited inr 
dignities induced him to withdraw his attentions from the mi' 
litary altogether; and the many suffered from the cirme and 
ingratitude of one worthless member of the profession. The 
dock-yard guard, from having been, one of the most agreeable, 
duties that fall to a subaltern's lot, became one of unmitigated, 
tedium. 

To those who could afibrd the expense, the theatre of Ro-. 
Chester and the weekly assemblies at that city, (which are well 
attended during the winter season,) affi^rded occasional amuse- 
ment The commandant, Majpr-general the Hon. £. H. Fox,, 
was not deficient in hospitality : all invitable officers of the gar- 
rison were admitted to his tabic by regular routine. 

The Misses Mawbey, daughters of Major l!ilawbey,^the rigid; 
old barrack-master, had frequent evening parties ; tea, cards, 
and one glass of wine, with OTice in. a way 9l bit of supper for 
the select 

The Misses Spry, daughters of the general of engineers, al-. 
tliough past their premier jeunessetwere, like most ladies,. 
fond of the agreeable association of the sexes; and whether in 
their morning rambles, or evening routs " at horne^^ or abroad, 
they could always boast of a pretty strong escort of beaux. 
Those to whom the Joss or gain of a few shillings was no ob- 
ject, and whose appearance was favourable, found a ready en- 
4ree to the tea and card-tables of several agreeable families in 
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the tieighbourhood, through the introdaction of a frieiML Thas 
the monotony of a garrison life was broken or forgotten, ex- 
cept by those whose more limited circumstances confined diem 
to barracks, and who were obliged to create enjoyments for 
themselves^ or drown reflection in a glass of Maidstone gboi 
toddy, seasoned by a Welsh-rabbit, the regular guard-room sup- 
per ; and for a plentiful supply of which, any officer, having an 
a^eeable town engagement, might at all tmies procure a wil*^ 
ling substitute for his tour of duty on guard, or picket 

Amongst those accommodating friends, Jack Gun was always, 
a foremost man. If requested to mount guard for a brother of- 
ficer, his kind and ready assent was always accompanied by a 
smiling requisition for the " ooHbustibles ;'' which, duly inter- 
preted, meant neither more nor less than one gallon loaf, a 
PuTCH CHEESE, and a couple or bottles of oin ! to which 
&re, honest Jack generously invited a few friends, in his owa 
humble circumstances. The captain of the day, on going his 
rounds, frequently joined the jolly ensign and his party, where,, 
enveloped in clouds of smoke, they sung, and puffed, and quafl^ 
away the merry midnight hour. 

The old and bold 10th, General Fox's Regiment, having re- 
turned from St. Domingo, a skeleton had ^en filled up mih 
drafts from various regiments, amounting to about eight hun^ 
dred men ; and, at the general's particular desire, sent to Chat- 
bam to be drilled and disciplined under his immediate eye.. 
Here it was I first saw the German dose order system prac- 
tised ; the " locksiep'^ which brought every man in the bat^ 
talion into such close contact, that an electric shock, given to 
the leading file of grenadiers, would be instantly communi- 
cated to the last of the light-bobs. 

At the same period, the Old Tenth first appeared in the short 
square-skirted coatee, called the German jacket, which but- 
toned from the throat to the waistband, and with it that happy 
improvement on the ofllcer's and soldier's comfort and appear-^ 
ance— the Pantaloon. 

Every officer economically inclined, under such sanction im- 
mediately itdopted the fiishion, and in a short time, gray, blue,, 
and pantaloons of every other hae» were to be seen amidst the 
detachment ranks. 

Amongst others to whom this- change of costume proved a 
happy relief was poor Jack Gun, who speedily ensconced his 
nether members in a capacious pair of French grays, discard- 
ing for ever his forlorn hope of whites, which he vowed had 
latterly become " as tender as stewed vedl,^^ — ** But now," add- 
ed Jack, givii^ bis seat of honour a sonorous smack of his 
broad and hairy hand, ''Heaven and £aet9 must come togethei: 
before these give way !'* 
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Thi^ bappy-tempered fellow foand himself gazetted into a 
/regiment then doing duty in the Bahama Islands, and some- 
time after his name appeared in garrison orders for immediate^ 
embarkation for the West Indies. I then lost sight of him for ^ 
a time ; but fate decreed that we should meet again. 

There were, at that^period, collected at Chatham, upwards ^ 
of one thousand growing lads from the ages of sixteen to nine- 
teen ^ears, draf£ from various corps, whom the general hlid 
judiciously selected to recruit the regiments serving in India; 
and on whom the experimental marching drill without arm$; 
had been successfully practised. Their formation of column, . 
line, and square, was perfection itself: nothing could be more- 
correct than their movements, whether in the field or on pa- 
rade ; aad when arms were at length distributed, their progress • 
was wonderful* But it should be recollected that some of the 
best drill-ssrgeants of the British army, selected chiefly from 
the regiments of guards, were then employed on the Chathanr 
stafi^ under the most indefatigable disciplinarian who probably 
ever held that command. 

Having always had a taste that way, it was my daily habit' 
aHer ^ard mounting, and the grand parade had been dismissed, 
to march with the squad to which I had been attached, about 
two hundred selected for the 71st and 72nd regiments, to the 
eslercising ground on the eastern heights above the barracks, 
and there devote an hour, or two to their improvement On^ 
certain days the whole of the several squads were formed in' 
battalion, and performed the regular evolutions of a fiejd-day, 
under the word of command given by the staff-sergeant-major. 

I was the pnly one amongst the many young subalterns of 
the garrison to take this trouble, to me a source of pleasure. 
This circumstance by some means became known to General 
Fox;^ and while bustling about in the capacity of adjutant to. 
the battalion, while the sergeant-major acted as my command- 
ing officer, I was thrown into momentary confusion by the sud- 
den appearance on our ground of the general and his aide-de- 
eamp, mounted. He gave the signal to proceed with the 
movements, and with his own voice gave the word of com- 
mand Tqv several evolutions,' which were performed much to 
his satisfaction. My ears were delighted with the sounds — 
""Very well!''— -''Very well indeed T^—'' Don't hurry T^ — 
*^ Silence I'* Afler a variety of encouraging expressions the 
generarretired, moving his hat most graciously as he with-, 
drew.' Such a proof of professional zeal did not escape the- 
general's favourable notice; and although flattered by the au- 
dible remarks he made to his aide-de-camp On retiring, I felt 
the greatest relief by his retreat, for I vvas exceedingly ner- 
vpvis during this display of my adjutantic abilities. But I was 
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agreeably surprised at next rooming's parade, on being ordered 
to "fall out" fh>m the head of my squad, and repair to the' ge- 
nera], who stood before the camp-colour, surrounded by nis 
8ta^ ready to receive the salute. On being presented in ronnt 
I was honoured with the appointment of acting assistant staf^ 
adjutant to the garrison, and specially attached to the battalion 
of East India recruits, with the usual allowance of three shil* 
lings per day. Here's promotion ! thought I, as making mj 
bow I retired to my humble post on the extreme left of his 
stafi: 

On returning to my room I found a card of invitation from 
the general to dine at head-quarters next day. Having dined 
there once before within a few days, and knowing my tour fi>r 
another invitation could not regularly arrive at least under an- 
other month, I viewed this as an additional honour. 

On the appearance of my appointment in general orders that 
afternoon, I deemed it a point of duty and gratitude to thank 
the general for this proof of his &vour, which I did by a few 
pithy lines addressed to the fort-major, through whom all offi* 
cial communications passed. I afterwards heard that the ge- 
neral observed to Major Kent, when laying my letter before 
his chiefs" Now this is proper; a blockhead would have ad- 
dressed his letter to me /" There never was a greater stick- 
ler for minute poin^ of dieoipline and eti\^ette than General 
Fox, nor one who in his own person set a more rigid, and, I 
may truly add, more honourable example! 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



lake the green thorn of May, my fortune flowen." 



I BNJOTXD my new dignity for some time with increasing^ 
credit to my military character, when a message from the 
great iqan summoned me to head-quarters. ^ What* s in the • 
wind now 1" I asked myself as I ascended his steps, almost 
too much bewildered to acknowledge the sentinel's " carry 
orms.^ Surely I cannot have forfeited his favour, merely by 
philandering about with the ladies on the terrace under his 
very nose, that crimson, good-humoured snub, wliich never yet 
curled at. me in anger. Without knowing whether to appear 
before him wit^ a pleased or a terrified look, I adopted that 
middle course called respectful^ and entered his official parlour 
with profound gravity of countenance. On being ordered to 
rit -0^.Y", I ftU a load taken off my breast, and was truly happy 
wheo, instead of a lecture (or, as it was termed, a " mgging,^^) 
for any le\aty of conduct, the general bestowed the most HU- 
qualified praise on me for my attention to my professional du- 
ties; and by way of enforcing the advantages arising from such 
devotion to the service, gave me, in the course of a quarter of 
an hour's conversation, a succinct account of his militai-y ca- 
reer, from his first entrance into the army up to that moment. 

He fbrgbtf however, in detailing the items of his account 
current with Dame Fortune, to debut himself with the slight 
circumstance of his being the son of the powerful Lord Hol- 
land, Minister of State, and at one time. Secretary at War. 
In conclusion, he intimated to me, with a degree of kindness 
and condescension which made its due impression, that his 
friend. Major-general Mordaunt, had written to him to recom- 
mend an active young officer from those under his command, 
who was perfectly conversant witfi his duty, and wrote well, 
to accompany him to the West Indies as aide-de-camp. 

"Now," said the general, "should the offer be agreeable to 
you, I have no hesitation in promising that General Mordaunt 
will immediately attend to that strong recommendation which 
I shall feel much pleasure in giving you." This was so far 
beyond my hopes that I felt it impossible to express the grati- 
tude I felt 
, J apologized for my hesitation, stating the triie reason-r-how 
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mach he bad overpowered me by his kindness. I instantly 
embraced the offer. The general stood up with bis back to 
the fire, rolling and rubbing the knuckles of his lefl hand in 
the pdm of his right, as was his fashion, and evidently wish* 
ing me to be gone. I took the hint; but, in making my bow^ 
he kindly said, " Jf Twi better engaged, wiU you dine here tO" 
day?^^ Better engaged, indeed !— -I like that ! An obsequi- 
ous affirmative and thankful bow closed the interview ; and I 
lefl the house so elated with my good fortune, that some of my 
messmates, whom I met on the terrace, (and who, no doubt, ob- 
served an usual strut,) commenced quizzing me on my extraor- 
dinary state of excitement " What the d — I's the matter with 
you ?" cried one. — " Fm an aide-de-camp, you dog. Fm an aide- 
de-camp !" said I, rubbing my hands, and absolutely grinning 
with ecstasy; a piece of information which failed to impart that 
satisfaction to some of my hearers which it umpired in myself. 

My friend Chapman was still in the garrison with his regi- 
ment, and on making known to him my unexpected good for- 
tune, he generously offered the assistance of his purse for my 
equipment ; but although I did not require his friendly aid, I 
received the offer with grateful feelings. I immediately sat 
down to apprize my fether of my fortunate advancement; but 
concluded with a drawback, on whatever degree of felicity he 
would receive by the communication, m the shape of a draft 
for out-fit ; fortunately, no very heavy amount, as my good 
management of an excellent kit had leil me but little wants to 
supply, beyond some tropical clothing, and a plain and full 
dress staff uniform. The former, indeed, was at that instant in 
hand ; for, with a vanity pardonable at my age and situation, 
I lost not an hour in my preparation to appear in my staff- 
dress before I took leave of Chatham. 

A return of posts brought General Mordaunt's acceptance of 
my services, with an order to me to repair to join him at 
Southampton with all possible expedition, where the general 
was then engaged in selecting for West India service a bri- 
gade from the large body of foreign troops then assembled in 
that town and vicinity. 

I now mounted my aid-de-camp's uniform, (to the great envy 
of many, I dare say, more meritorious subalterns,) and placed 
my rich and but little- worn regimentals in paper, with the 
hope of a savm^ sale. 

leaving taken a respectful leave of the general and all my 
friends at Chatham, I repaired to London, intending not to de- 
lay itwenty-fbur hours; but at my agents I iound a letter from 
my father returned from Chatham by that morning's post, with 
an ominous black seal! I anticipated its sad contents, — my 
poor mother was no more! She died of dropsy, after giving 
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birth to twenty-one children (the last two twine !) of whom, 
fortunately, not above one-third sarvived to brave the troubles 
of this blustering world. 

Never having been a particular favourite of hers, there did 
not exist between us that intensity of affection, which her in* 
dulgence had created in others of her children ; — ^nothing be- 
yond the pains and trouble of bringing me into the world ; and 
of which I stood wholly guiltless. I occasioned her but little 
annoyance, having been placed under the care of a healthy 
nurse from the moment Nature afibrded me strength to Imbibe 
my nurture; and for the first four years had never been seen 
at home, except at the annual muster, every Christmas ! 

My poor mother (besides being the most homely of women 
in person) had all through life one of the very feeblest constitu- 
tions. Nevertheless, it is certain, that, out of the twenty-four 
years she endured the wedded life, she generally was nine 
months out of every twelve in the family way; and (as I have 
been told) on each occasion deploring what a *^ martyr she wom 
to her duty /" I have often thought, howevei*, (as I reached 
the age of reflection,) that the crown of martyrdom ought to 
have been accorded to my poor father^ — ^But there*s no account^ 
ingfor taste! 

I paid that tribute to her memory which a sense of my duty 
to God and her dictated, and proceeded on my worldly pilgrim-- 
age with a chastened spirit, consoled by the reflection that my 
conduct had never caused her one moment's sorrow or unhap- 
piness. 

On my arrival at Southampton, I instantly repaired to my 

SeneraFs quarters ; but the bird had flown ! He had already 
espatched his business, and proceeded to Portsmouth that 
morning, leaving prders for me to follow him with the returns 
of the rour regiments which be had that morning selected; 
namely,.two regiments of German jagers, one of light infantry, 
and the regiment of Walstien. I attended the next parade of 
the former, the first of that description of troops I had ever 
seen, and was struck with deligltt and astonishment at their 
magnificent line, which consisted of not less two thousand two 
hundred rank and file, besides about pne hundred and twenty 
ofiicers. 

Their dress was a light bluish-gray jacket or coatee, with 
broad green half-facings; striped ticken trousers, with a broad 
fi^reen braid down the outside seam ; a black waist cartridge 
belt, and short tight-fitting lace buskins. The hat was round, 
turned up at the left side, surmounted with a tall and very full 
green feather, which they exchange for branches of trees 
when on service in the woods. Their arms were the rifle and 
screw-sword ; the lengthy when fixed, pkced them on an equal- 
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ity with the regulation tnusket and bayonet The officers and 
men were dressed so ex?ictly alike, that it was only by the su- 
perior quality of the clothing (and which near inspection alone 
could determine) that the difference between them could be 
ascertained. Not a particle of gold or silver lace, or bullion, 
was to be seen. Take them all in all, they were the finest 
body of men under arms I had ever beheld ; not a man in the 
long line was under five feet eight, although generally two 
inches taller. 

These were the troops which ultimately formed the nucleus 
of the now splendid 60th, or King's Own rifle corps, only to be 
rivalled by the gallant old 95th, which, after distinguishing 
itself during the last war in every battle where glory could be 
gained, was at the close of that great c(mtest established as our 
National Rifle Brigade! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



. "* iSee Wbat a grace was seated on tMU brow A 

IT was now the close of the year: the unfortunate fleet, un* 
^er the convoy of .Admiral Christian, which had been repeat- 
edly put back and dispersed, after a series of the most afflict- 
ing losses, had at length got dear of the channel, on its voy- 
age to the West Indies. A sixty-four gun-ship and two frigates 
^mained to pick up stragglers, and take charge of about twenty . 
transports prepared for the reception of the foreign brigade, the 
embarkation of which was the service to which the attention 
t)f my general wa6 how bo anxiously directed. Having re- 
ceived from the various corps the returns of their effective 
strength, and a parcel of despatches from the assistant-adjutant- 
general of the district, I made all my arrangements to depart 
ror Portsmouth at daylight the following morning, previously 
to which J embraced the opportunity I had long wished for, of 
presenting myself to the Earl of Mmra, (late Marquess of Has- 
tings,) who was then at Southampton^ in command of the emi- 
grant army encamped and cantoned in that neighbourhood, to 
the number of between twenty and ithirty thousand troops of 
Vot Ili 6 
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all arms. The support of this large force was, for a consiJtf' 
rable time, thrown upon his lordship^s private resources; who^ 
with that romantic sense of honour which e^er distinguished 
him, almost sacrificed a fortune, never superabundant, in re« 
deeming the pledge which a faithless government authorized 
him to hold out to those deluded and unfortunate refugees. 

The Earl, in the House of Lords, complained of the scanda^ 
lous breach of faith on the part of the Minister of that day 
(whose name stands in a manner canonized amongst the Tory 
devotees of his once lauded system) towards this brave but un* 
fortunate army, which had been landed on our shores after the 
failure of the Fitt-concocted expedition toQuiberon and L'Isle 
Dieu, and which, left to the precarious bounty of Parliament, 
by temporary and paltry grants, must have perished in detail, 
but for the generous devotion to the cause of truth, of honour, 
and justice, of one high-minded individual. 

The peculiarly embarrassing situation, in a pecuniary point 
of view, in which Earl Moira nad placed himself; the various 
interests he had to reconcile; the feelings of rage, disappoint- 
ment, and vexation, which he had to conciliate from hour to 
hour, scarcely left him one moment of the day to himself. It 
was therefore after some hours' waiting in his antechamber that 
I obtained the honour of a presentation^ but when at length I 
succeeded, so powerfully did the magic of his manner rivet me 
to the place, that when etiquette required me to conclude my 
visit, I still lingered, as if to catch another look — another last 
word. 

Of all the men I had ever seen, his deportment seemed the 
most grand, dignified, and commanding! Yet there was an 
urbanity in every word, a grace in every action, which instantly 
added a feeling of personal attachment, to that of deep.respect, 
which his presence and conversation inspired. He kindly re- 
lieved me from, all embarrassment by his inquiries as to Ire- 
land ; and, when thus encouraged to proceed, I ventured, to 
give him a sketch c^my recruiting service in that country, not 
rorgetting to dwell with glowing emphasis, on the merits and 
devoted fidelity of the good old O'Farrel, and the adoration in 
which hfs name was held by all his tenantry. . His Lordship 
was evidently affected by the recollection of 

** Youth, and home, and that sweet tine I'* 

when, as old Robin exultingly told roe, he first taught him to 
fire a shot He pressed my hand, as I bowed to take my leave, 
assuring me of the pleasure it would afford him to serve me on 
any future occasion. 
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The first subject in the realm ! — the first gei«tleman in 
Europe ! — the most accomplished prince of the age ! — might 
well have been proud to boast of the unbought friendship of 
the good and gallant Moira ! I slept at Botley that night, the 
inn of which was then celebrated throughout all Hampshire, 
for its " handsome chambermaid,^^ whom hundreds wooed to un- 
holy love without success, and whose virtues and beauty were 

subsequently rewarded by an honourable union with a full 

second lieutenant of marines! 

While at breakfast next morning, I fell in with a young 
Frenchman, with the thundering Irish name of " O'Rourke," 
(or, as he wrote it, " Orarque") He was the eon of a highly 
distinguished old officer of the Irish brigade, and had been one 
of the pages of honour to the unfortunate Maria Antoinette. 
Having served as aide-de-camp to the Due de Lorges, on the 
late expedition to the coast of France, for some information ob- 
tained by him, under circumstances of peculiar peril and gal- 
lantry, he was rewarded with an eneign's commission in the 
Britisii service, and, as chance would have it, in the identical 
regiment of which I was an unworthy and absent member. It 
instantly occurred to me to make a sale of my coat, very little 
the worse for wear. 

No Jew old-clothesman, no Monmouth Street plucker-in, 
«ver puffed offa second-hand garment with more imposing effect. 
** If," said I, " the coat itself do not exactly fit, it is evident 
that a new body and sleeves would make it perfect ; the richly- 
iaced facing^s, the cufls, the epaulette and skirt ornament, 
fresh as their first day, are of themselves worth all the money 
I ask." There was no resisting the temptation ; the bargain 
was concluded, money paid, and my trunk repacked in the 
course of a quarter of an hour. I soon after took my seat in 
the Portsmouth caravan, a one-horsed machine, commonly 
<;alled the " Slap-Bang" from the frequency of those ungentle 
collisions to which the heads of six passengers were exposed, 
during its rumble-tumble route over roads not then of the Mac- 
adam order of level beauty. 

On reaching the celebrated and far-famed arsenal of Ports- 
mouth, I deposited my luggage at the Crown Inn, and imme- 
diately set' forth in quest of my general. The sentinel at the 
door of his quarters was my sure guide. Whether for the 
sake of quiet, or economy. General Mordaunt had established 
himself in private lodgings in the first floor of the well-known 
ironmongers, at the corner of Prospect Place and High Street, 
distinguished by that perhaps classical, but sufliciently indica- 
tive sign, the " dog licking the pot,^* which every year shines 
in the renewed lustre of a fresh coat of gilding. 

My name and despatches gained me an instant introduction, 
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by no less a personage than an orderly sergeant. On making 
my bow, I saw before me a tall melancholy-looking man, ap- 
parently forty years of age, with dark unpowdered hair, just 
tinged at the points with shades of silvery gray. His figure 
was strikingly elegant and symmetrical : his eyes were anx- 
iously bent on one small post letter from London, in a female 
hand, of which I was the bearer, with the others from South- 
ampton. He scarcely raised them as he bade me be seated ; 
he seemed to drink m every syllable of the contents of this 
small letter, while a deep-drawn sigh occasionally gave tokens 
of the heartfelt interest that it excited in him. . He gave a se- 
cond reading to it, then placed it in his breast pocket I thought 
I could perceive a glistening of the eyes which was not alto- 
gether the effect of that intensity of attention which he be- 
stowed on its reading. He turned to stir the fire ere he again 
presented his face ; and then accosting me, apologized for his 
negligence in standing between me and the fire, to which he 
imm^iately invited me. The first word I uttered betrayed my 
country; *Hhe crime of nativity was on my to»^MC."-^"0 ! you 
are from Ireland, Mr. Moore," observed the general; " I thought 
you had been Scotch."— " No, sir," I repli^, "I have not tSat 
honour (the general was the grandson of a Caledonian duke ;) 
but I hope, by imitating the assiduity of a Scot, to render the 
more valuable whatever humble talents I may boast of- as an 
Irishman !" — " Surely, surely," were the only sounds I heard 
in return. 

He then opened his various despatches, spreading ooX on the 
table, as he proceeded, the returns they enclosed. While pe- 
rusing then: voluminous contents the general directed me to 
select or make some pens, as he was anxious that copies of all 
these returns should proceed to London by that night's post I 
trembled at the task. My fingers were still benumbed with 
cold ; but giving them two or three turns and rubs before his 
brilliant fire, I soon found the warm blood of youth tingle to their 
very ends, and taking my seat, expressed my readiness to pro- 
ceed ; but I had a job berore me I had little calculated upon, full 
four hours' unceasing labour of eye and hand. The returns 
furnished by each of the four foreign corps, (which were exe- 
cuted with a minuteness of arrangement and superiority of 
penmanship, which I should in vain attempt to imitate,) were 
all to be copied. Secondly, nearly half a quire of letterSj 
which the general had employed himself all the morning in 
writing, were to be entered in his letter-book, closed, and ad- 
dressed by me ; and finally, the delivery into, tEe governor's 
despatch bag was to be made by my own hands, a quarter of an 
hour before the post ofiice closed. 

Having noticing else to occupy my miBd»Ib^9.t it;$. whole 
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energies to the accomplishment of the task assigned to me, 
considering it a first, hut rather severe trial of ray patience - 
and abilities. On throwing my eyes around me, I perceived a 
want of red ink^ which I immediately noticed and required. 
"Surely, surely," said the general, and despatched his orderly 
for some forthwith. It struck me, that even this attention to 
trifles was not displeasing to him. As I proceeded drawino^ 
my manifold lines in pencil with the most mechanical preci- 
sion, I could perceive the general throwing a watchful glance 
over my paper, and I presume he felt satisfied of my powers, 
by leaving me to myself until four o'clock : in the mean time, 
he went to confer with the admiral of the port I saw no 
more of him until the increasing darkness and fog had induced 
me to call for candles, by the aid of which I had nearly con- 
cluded my heavy task when he entered. 

All was at length prepared for his signature, previously to 
which he compared every word and figure of my copies with 
the original returns; w^hen he complimented me in very cour- 
teous terms on the performance of this my first duty to his 
perfect satisfaction. I fell briskly to the work of closing and 
scaling the despatches. During this part of my task my sto- 
mach gave audible intelligence of the cravings of nature. 
Since jny breakfast at Botley, at eight, I had not tasted food, 
and it was now within a quarter of Jive of the clock, without 
my ear having been cheered witli the sound of tliat delightful 
word, " dinner,'*^ At length, when taking up my bundle of 
papers, the general informed me that he was to "dine with Sir 
William !" (Pitt, the governor) — "Is it your wish, sir, to see 
me again to-night 1" I asked. 

"O surely, surely!" (he replied in his usual cool way,) "look 
in at nine ; and if I should not have returned, make yourself 
some tea." 

Off I set, laden like a postman ; and having unburdened my- 
self of my despatches at the ofiice of the governor, I bounded 
off to the Crown ; where my long fast and the natural vigour 
of a never-failing appetite induced me to take the full worth 
of my half-crown dinner. ^ 

Whi^e the clock was yet striking the ninth hour I was 
mounting the steps of the general's lodging-house, and on 
making my way to the drawing-room, had just poked the sulky 
fire into the most perfect state of blazing brilliancy, when my 
chief made his appearance. His dress-uniform greatly im- 
proved his personal appearance^ and candle-light gave addition- 
al lustre to his dark expressive eye, while his pale and pensive 
features retained their usual placidity. 

He was but slightly communicative over our tea ; but inform- 
ed me that it was his intention that I should embark in the 

6* 
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course of three days on board a transport, taking char^offkilh 
horses, heavy baggage, live-stock, &,c., and join him at Barba-^. 
does; he having been invited to take his passage on board the 
AquUon frigate, accompanied by his brigade-major, Captain 
Roderic Grantz, (a Dutch Scotchman!) an arrangement with 
which I did not feel muph flattered; but I heard all, and said 
nothing. I never met with a man of fewer words, or one less 
inclin^ to unbend with an inferior on first acquaintance; in- 
deed his mind seemed to be oppressed with some overwhelm^ 
ing idea, which absorbed all lesser subjects ; whether profes- 
sional or domestic I knew not; but his reserve threw a damp^> 
over my native vivacity and spirit of inquiry, which compelled 
me to wait for such informatiqn as he thought proper from time 
to time to afford, without presupiyng to elioit.an^ by eveatha 
most guarded question*. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



«• o cnrse of marriafel 

That we can call these delicate creaturet oan, 
But not their appetites P 

After an invitation to breakfast at nine the Bezt morningf;. 
I took my leave a little' after ten ; and having but a hundrol 
yards to go to the inn, I found myself in a few minutes snugly 
seated at the fire-side of the eofiee-room of the Crown, theax 
crowded with officers of both services; from whose miscella- 
neous remarks I gathered more intelligence of what was then 
passing than I should have derived from my general*s lips in a 
month. Various questions were put to me in the course of ge* 
neral conversation, which, from being unable to reply to, ex-^ 
cept in very evasive language, I was set down as a deepJUUf 
already initiated into the mysteries of the Staf9» and myste-^ 
liously silent and uncommunicative by virtue of my slashed 
beeves and single-breasted coat 

Towards midnight, as the company began to drop ofP, I found 
myself seated almost alone in my comer,, where I was in a 
manner fastened on by a rough-spun kind of character, in a 
rather shabby coat with a purser's button, whose peculiar mode 
of speech had rendered him an object of ray particular observaf- 
tion during the last hour. He knew eveiy body, and everv 
body seemed to know him* He had acquired the habit of add-" 
ing "tollol" to almost every sentence; but it was not so 
much the ab^rd words themselves that excited attention, as 
the very impressive and varied tone in which he uttered them,^ 
which gave them so much force. He had a tol loxi of glee*, 
another of surprise, another of sorrow; but l»s toi^lol of anger 
was^ really terrific. This man's name was PENNt, a purser in 
the navy, known at every port in England by the cognomen of' 
** Tol lol Penny,^^ This curious character took post directly 
opposite to me, in the box in which I was taking my negus and 
a bit of bread and cheese ; and without farther introduction 
tlian having been in the same room together for nearly two. 
hours, entered intofamiliar conversation with me, commencing 
with — 

" No intrusion, I hope,, tol lol V* 

"None in the least, sir. I regret that I have nothing be-^ 
fi)re me to offer youc to partake of; but if you will aUow m» 
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"No! no! my young gentleman,'* interrupted the purser, 
" swig your own tipple ; and poor stuff it is, I guess, tol lol , 
Let every man crack nuts out of his own bag ! Here, wait- 
er, bring me a glass of grog: and, d'ye hear, let it be double 
shoUed, tol lol." 

On the arrival of his grog, " My service to you, sir," said he, 
and gulped down half the magnum at a draught 

I returned the compliment by drinking his good health in 
my bottom of negus, and called for another for the honour of 
the cloth. On asking him to eat a crust of bread and cheese — 

" What ! cheese .'" said he ; ** cheese to a purser ! Why you 
might as wel> offer phvsic to a doctor! — ^tol lol ! — But dam'me! 
with submission, I will have a some'at with yoy in the grubbing 
way too, for liike the cut of your mug, though it is a little 
coxcombical or so. Don't be angry ! — tol lol ! — And then your 
handkerchief, bleached* as white as the royal of a homeward- 
bound Indiaman, smells like Sidney Yorke's of a frosty morning, 
when he appears on the esplanade, after he has hurried out 
from Poll Davis's crib. D'ye know Polll" (A shake of the 
head expressed my ignorance of the name and fame of this 
beauty.) " Well, young 'un, the less you know of such craft 
as she, yet awhile, the fetter— that's all, I say^ — tol lol ! — Sid- 
ney's as well ; and every man to his taste. Well ! here goes 
for a relish. Waiter! walk a kidney three times before the 
Jire, and bring it me with a shallot as hot as the first broad- 
side ; and, d'ye hear, put a bit of butter not bigger than a bee^s 
knee on bilge of it ; mind that ! — tol lol ! Your general, young 
'un, is an out and out good 'un, they say; but dam'me ! he has 
been hardly hit. That's his look out — tol lol !" 

"Howl" said I, (with my curiosity strongly excited,) "I 
know nothing of his affairs!' 

" J5«w /" said the purser, with an incredulous smile. " Tell 
that to the marines ! — tol lol !" 

" Upon my honour, sir," I replied, " I really know nothing 
whatever of my general's affairs, nor ever saw him before this 
morning. His character as a brave officer, is sufficiently es- 
tablished ; and of that alone I can speak." 

"Well, then, I can tell you," (eagerly interrupted the 
purser,) " that a finer or more generous-hearted fellow never 
breathed. But he has a wife — worse luck for him ! — -tol loll" 

" And what of her ?" I anxiously inquired. 

" Oh ! nothing very uncommon now-a-days ! only that they 
were not of the same ^" 

"Kidney, sir," said the waiter, as he laid the smoking relish 
before the purser, three revolutions of whose jaws served to 
demolish it. When once more at liberty to talk, my compan- 
ion continued: "No, dam'me! she has no more gratitude in 



OR, THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 61 

her than a middy's boy, or a 's maid ! When the ge- 
neral married her, three years ago, her old father, the Mar- 
quess of Mount — Mount — Mount — what the d— — d Mount is 
it 1— -Oh ! Mount Angus — had nothing but the honour of a name, 
to give her; and your General was a colonel in the Guards; 
had, they say, twelve thousand a year; was a Parliament man : 
he and the Prince of Wales were as intimate as two pick- 
pockets.* A year after he got spliced, nothing would serve 
him but to go campaigning with the Duke of York, leaving 
his beautiful wife. Lady Augusta, behind him in the north." 
• "What!" I suddenly inquired, "was Lady Augusta Mor- 
daunt, who lived near Newcastle, his wife 1" 

" Yes, my hearty ! his wife !— tol lol !— what of that 1" 

High CliiT Farm, Lady Augusta, and her beautiful garden I 
—-Anna's description of their mutual fondness rushed on my 
mind at the moment 

" Well, sir, what followed 1" 

" Why, that after a year's absence, my Lady came it a lit- 
tle too strong amongst the gay 'uns in town ; and she and one 
Colonel Harvey Headstrong, of the dragoons, were always seen 
hugger-muggering together wherever she went The poor 
colonel (now your general) comes home on crutches, wound- 
ed, and suffering under the infernal fen fever of Holland ; and 
hearing all the kind things his friends told him, he challenged 
the colonel, hipped him, and sent his whistle to sleep for one 
while, — tol lol ! My Lady's mother made a great fuss about 
,her daughter's honour. (Good luck to it! — tol lol!) The, 
old Marquess too, of course, took her part All her traps and 
desk were embargoed ! and she was placed under quarantine, 
while the friends of both got up what you call an invbstioa- 
TiON (a kind of petticoat court-martial.) Her papers were 
overhauled ; but nothing to damnify her being found, she was 
declared by all parties entitled to a clean bill i And she was 
accordingly received at court, and taken in tow by the queen 
once more !" 

" And of course by her husband 1" ' 

** Belay, there ! — ^That's a cat of another colour ! — ^tol lol ! 
My service to you again. No, no! they do say they hava 
snoozed in separate berths ever since ; and their only child is 
placed under the charge of tlie grandfather, — no great shakes 
himsein^tol lol !'^ 

"This is a sad story you tell me, sir; and I assure you I 
never heard a syllable of it before. My general certainly 
^ars the appearance of a man suffering great mental anguish ; 

* The purser might havefouqd a mor^ "savoury simile ;" hut 1 g\ye \^%, 
9wn rude e:^pres8ioi\;i 
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and by your account, as well as my own slight observation, is 
little deserving his lot." 

"Ay, ay, young 'un! that's the worst of it He has acted 
too generously ; he has settled an estate on her ladyship, and 
is now going to take a queer chance amongst the niggers in 
the West Indies. But if I had been him, dam'me! I'd have 
shown Missis another guess kind of game. I'd have had a 
whole serag'glio under her nose ; have carried on till all was 
blue; kicked up old gooseberry; and had it all my own way, 
like a bull in a glass shop ! What do you think of that 3 — tol 
tol !"— (Striking the table vehemently.) 

" Why, I think he has acted a more noble part Excellent 
man ! how much I pity him ! But what do her parents say 1" 
"Why, as for the old Marquess, he's a nobody in his own 
house ; and, as for my old lady, — mum ! — they say she has been 
a clipper in her day — a regular touch and go ! * this ! and no 
near — .'' Her eldest daughter, Lady Harriet Ashdale, slipped 
her cable one fine nighty two winters ago, and took a trip to 
France with Sir Lionel Douglass, to see Mr, Robertspur. 
What can you expect 1 — ^Did you ever hear of a tame bird 
coming out of a wUd bird's nesti No, never! My service to 

you.— Tol lol !". 

The night waned apace ; the fire sunk to the very last bar 
of the grate ; and the bar of the house was closed against far- 
ther calls. The purser, as fully inclined as myself for his bed, 
reeled out at nearly one to seek it at one of the night houses 
at the back of the Point ; whilst I, preceded by a venerable 
chambermaid with her pan of coals, (a very proper personage 
for such a hotel, — ^but ahl how different from the auburn- 
haired beauty of Botley!) toddled up to the third floor, first 
seeing myself entered on the slate under the character of "No. 
42, to be called at half-past seven.''** I was too weary to keep 
awake many moments; but, on arising next morning, I thought 
on all the loquacious purser ha^ told me. There was a gene- 
rous indignation in his manner while reciting his tale, which 
convinced me that he neither fabricated the story, nor exagge- 
rated the leading facts. I felt for my poor general as a youth 
who abhorred dishonour and pitied its victim ought to feel; and, 
when I entered liis apartment to breakfast, I saw ten thousand 
winning claims on my devoted regard, which escaped my ob- 

* Hotels and public-liouBes have a phraseology of their own. At an in- 
quest held some years since on the body of a gentleman who died suddenly 
at a London hotel, one of the witnesses, Mr. Boots, deposed, that the cham- 
bermaid desired him to run for a doctor, as " AV»i6er/ottr was in a fit /" — And 
i^t one of the suburban tea-gardens, a waiter loaded with a tray containing 
tea and muffins for twelve, who observed a bolt before the bill was paid, roared 
out to a brother attendant—" Run, run. Bob, there's two teas antl a glassf qf 
krandy and water escaping over the paling ; catpb'em." 
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Bcrvation the preceeding day. Hie calm and resigned smile 
was delightful ; though it smote me to the heart to reflect on 
the struggle he made to assume the semblance of that cheer- 
fulness to which his own was a stranger. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



'* And chilling mists hang o*er th^ deep." 

Tbg morning was intensely severe ; a cold drizzling sleet 
ftdded to its rigours ; yet my duty required me to go on the 
water to superintend the embarkation of the generals house- 
hold stock, baggage, and cattle, on board the Ajax transport, in 
which Lieutenant Simpson, R. N., the agent, had his pendant 
hoisted. I had the great satisfaction in finding the most am- 
ple accommodation allotted for my personal convenience and 
comfort 

She was a large Liverpool-built ^hip, of about three hundred 
and sixty tons' burden, with a poop, mounting twelve carro- 
nades, a capital crew, and having on the whole, inside and out, 
a very sloop-of-war like appearance: there was only one cabin 
passenger, a staff surgeon* besides myself; but two assistant 
store-keepers of the ordnance department were passengers in 
the mate's cabin. However disappointed I at first had felt, at 
not being honoured with a passage in the same ship with my 
general, a fiivour conferred on the brigade-major, who could 
not speak ten words of distinct or intelligible English, I per- 
ceived at the first glance, what a happy exchange I had made, 
and how much more comfortable and independent I should find 
myself during the voyage in this favoured ship which bore the 
agent's pendant. 

The shipments having been made without the slightest ac- 
cident or disorder, and the horses stalled under the care of the 
German sweigger and an English groom, I returned to report 
proceedings to the general; and that day did I receive my 
dining order, — but with it, another order still mofe acceptable 
in every point of view — that for my hat, baggage, and embar- 
kation allowance, which I soon cashed at the bank. Being al- 
ready so well stocked, I had little to provide in the way of 
wearing apparel except flannels, of which I laid in an ample 
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store ; also a few articles of sadlery, a sabre, pair of pistols. 
West India hammock, my bedding, a couple of white besiyer 
and one straw hat, with some light-soled boots, and my equip- 
ment was complete. My mess I had already arranged for 
with the lieutenant our agent I had ultimately no reason to 
complain, as his charge against me, after five weeks of the best 
living I ever enjoyed on board ship, amounted to only twelve 
guineas, *^ drinks'^ of all sorts included.* 

I found my general as taciturn over his wine as at his tea* 
His assent was genei^Uy expressed by his eternal ^^ Surely j 
wurely ;'' his dissent by a significant ^hake of the head. He 
was a rigid disciplinarian ; most guardsmen are so ; — but he 
was as much the gallant soldier in heart as in outward bearing. 
He was once the pupil, now the master, of the German school 
of tactics, and appeared to possess all the phlegmatic coldness 
of our northern noighbours ; but it was appearance only. His 
heart was kind, his manners amiable as they were elegant, 
when he did unbend ; but there was a deadly demon gnawing 
at his noble heart. 

When stating to him my satisfactory arrangements with the 
agent for my mess, he begged of me to send acroE» the street 
to his merchant's for a stock of wines and liquors, which his 
kindness had provided for my use ; a favour of which, from my 
previous arrangements, I could not think of availing myself. 

The embarkation of the foreign brigade was tb take place 
the next morning at Stokes B^y. These troops had arrived 
in two divisions at Gosport, and the adjacents the day before. 

As the daylight broke! was on duty ; the sun's rays at first 
pierced through the dingy clouds in coppery streaks, but before 
nine the golden god of day appeared in all his splendour. 
Crowds were collected to witness the embarkation. The 
morning, though cold, was one of those short lovely winter 
' days our climate can sometimes boast of*; the surface of the 
sea was as smooth as that of a sheltered lake ; not a ripple dis- 
turbed its treacherous tranquillity. 

Never did any troops embark for a distant and fearful ser^ 
vice with more perfect sang froid. They marched down to 
the beach in column of companies, chanting their national 
hymn in exquisite harmony, (the Germans are surely the sons 
of song,) and took their place in tlie flat-bottomed launches 
with as much quietness and regularity as if seating them- 



* Doring my stay at Portsmouth, the officelr who had for a few years held 
the command of a station on the pestilential coast of Africa having arrived 
at Portsmouth, Motley, the editor of the newspaper of that town, a wag ia 
his way, pompously announced, " This day arrived his excellency Major Mac- 
dottald Crighton, late governor at Cape Coast Castle, with his ««tte/-~bi8 sume 
consisted of a lAtUc Black Bopt and a Big Black Dogur 
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selves in the aisle of a church. The cmivenience, and ab- 
sence of all bustle with which they were embarked, reflected 
great credit on the naval officers to whom that duty had been 
consigned. 

When twelve of these monstrous launches (each containing 
ninety-six men with their officers) had put ofi; the crews lay 
upon their oars, in strict line, when about fifty yards from the 
shore; and on the signal of the officers the ^^ hurra! hurra! 
hurra /" was given with the most delightful effect, not bawled 
out with a waving of hats, but suno in regular parts ; striking 
on the ears of the astonished islanders as a splendid, but a' 
fecting novelty. The music of a thousand harmonious voices 
died away, as it stole along the glassy bosom of the stilly 
ibain, giving rise to many a painful reflection in the breasts of 
those who witnessed this departure. Alas ! the perils of the 
battle-field were but the least of those which this fine body of 
men were doomed to encounter. The eyes of my general 
seemed to glow with delight as he cast them over his brave 
four thousand warriors. What hopes of future glory did not 
his ardent mind at that moment indulge in ! 

Oh, Godf — ^inscrutable are thy Ways! 



Vo)L II . 



^ THE sTAFf antcmtf 



CHAPTER XVIL 



'' What, Jaek ?— ftif Jack 7 

« * * * «r 

Give rae a cup of sack; 

1 am a rogue, if I bave drunk towlay/' 

fitr two days more remaii!ied to me, ere I took a loog; flit^y 
as I sometimes painfully thought, a last farewell of England^ 
On one of these I was ordered on board the Weymouth, a large 
transport from the Thames, built for the India Company^s ser* 
rice, which bad been purchased as a store-ship, and on board 
of which were at that time embarked orre hundred OFFicERSy 
(only) belonging to all the regimOnts then in the West Indies^ 
a general garrison delivery of many an ardent aspirant for 
military fame, and not a few of those reluctant lingerers, who, 
reduced to their last shift to avoid the much-dreaded West 
Indies, (that word of terror of the times,) were now fairly 
committed to their fate. 

I scrambled up this huge wall^ided ship, (which was up-* 
t^ards of eight hundred tons* burden,) in company with innu- 
merable crates, hampers, and bags of provisions, amidst the 
baa-ing of passive sheep, the grunting of revolting pigs, the 
cackling of an army of noisy geese, and the low and subdued 
quackings of half^tifled ducks. Not less than a dozen boats 
of all sizes and burdens were alongside, laden with the stock, 
live and dead, of the anxious passengers. Stationed in the 
main-chains were some half dozen old soldiers^ who, with self' 
ish anxiety, kept a keen eye on their own particular stock ; 
and ever and anon sung out " Aowt," or " lower,''^ according to 
circumstances, until their owiv portion was safe on board, when 
they left the less bold and experienced to shift for themselves. 
On reaching the deck, almost the first figure that struck my 
eye was that of my Chatham firiend, the bluff Jack Gun, wha 
seemed to possess the undisputed command of the gangway^ 
In the midst of his solicitude for the reception of a whole barge- 
load of provisions and stores alongside, to which his deepest 
Htlention appeared to be devoted, he seized my hand with his 
usual Hibernian warmth, and with all the air of a command-' 
ing-officer, in an instant directed a gentlemanly-looking youth, 
not more than sixteen, to order up a bottle of Madeira. 

Madeira ! thought I, times most bave strangely altered with 
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lionest Jack. In a few mkiiites the young officer appeared, 
attended by a Bervant in livery, carrying a bottle of Madeira 
in one hand, and in the other a common yellow delf plate, on 
which were placed three dumpy semi-spherical glasses, called 
** tumble-ups." The servant filled two bumpers^ pouring into 
the third glass a mere drop, whispering something to his young 
master, which the youth kindly thanked him for. 

My countryman introduced this interesting boy to me as the 
Honourable Frederick Leslie, lieutenant in the Scotch Fusi- 
liers, and one whom Jack had taken under his special care 
and protection, together with the ample supply of stores which 
a fond mother's liberal hand had provided for the voyage. The 
same kind feeling induced Jack to extend his patronage to 
nearly^ a dozen more juveniles of a class which, if not equally 
high in point of rank, was at least in opulence, to judge by the 
profuse liberality with which their stock of all descriptions had 
been laid in. 

The parents and friends of these young soldiers, who accom- 
panied them to the ship to take their sad farewell, felt delight- 
od at my old compatriot's voluntary kindness and attention: 
•departing in comparative traaquillity of mind, at leaving a be- 
loved son, nephew, or ward, in such safe and excellent nand& 

Jack bad been the first red-coat on board. He had embarked 
at Gravesend, and assumed the character of father of the ship 
on the score of his priority. He had originally (for the moet 
obvious reasom) heroically determined to live on his rations 
during the voyage, as indeed he had done during the month he 
had already passed on board. But however praiseworthy the 
resolve. Jack, >Yho loved good living like a bishop, could not 
resist the tempting display of provisions, which literally en- 
cumbered the deck of the Weymouth. He accordingly took 
pity on their inexperienced owners ; and after a careful scruti- 
ny of the labels and directions of every cask, case, coop, bag, 
and hamper of the aforesaid younkers, he proposed a select 
mess, of which he o&red to become chief manager, comptrol- 
ler and caterer ! Such a generous offer was not to be rejected. 
He had just arranged his plans as I arrived on board ; and taking 
advantage of his &miliar acquaintance with the general's aide- 
de-camp to give weight to his address, Jack summoned his 
squad together in a detached spot, and harangued them in the 
ibllowing disinterested strain: — 

** Gentlemen, here we are, all embarked in the same glori- 
ous cause ! [Hear, hear.] Our troubles are all before us tike 
a wheelbarrow ; [a laugh] but never mind. We have all made 
the best provision in our power for our comfort on the voyage. 
[Hear, hear, from all sides.] But, it may so happen that many 
a good fellow omitted to supply himself with all the oombvsti- 
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BLEs required for our voyage. [A dead silence.] Some have 
plenty of wine, but no liquor for these cold- nights ; while 
others have plenty of the right stuff, but no wine! [Ano- 
ther dead silence ; every man and boy knowing that they had 
been over-stocked with both. [Then, again, how am I to know 
my ham, my cheese, my cock, duck, or goose 1 [Ay !.how in- 
deed?] or my wine, porter, or liquor from my neighbour's? 
[Hear.] Besides, I am an enemy to invidious distinctions ; and 
though not an oflScer on board has laid in a larger stock (of as- 
surance. Jack might have added) than myself, I am a liberal 
man ! Damn all separate cupboards, say I ;r-^et us club our 
whole stock together ; — make it a general conoern ; and, plase 
the PI08, we'll all live like fighting cocks!" (A natural pe-: 
roration as Jack*s speech. was delivered in the midst of pigs 
and poultry.) 

What could the youths do but agree unanimously to such a 
magnanimous proposition 1 The motion was carried without 
any division of votes, or, (what was of most consequence to 
the orator,) any division of the rich and abundant stock ; ho- 
nest Jack's contribution to which, (by his private confession,) 
consisted of one bottle of gin, and a quartern loaf! 

This important arrangement having been adopted, the mess- 
stewards, and servants, commenced the work of unpacking and 
stowing away; all the young gentlemen assisting to form the 
various magazines, the bustle of which, and the novelty of the 
scene altogether, served for the while, to divert the mind of 
many from the sweet recollections of home, of family, an4 
friend& 

I had to wait for the role d^ equipage upwards of half an hour, 
while the commanding-officer was undergoing the operation d 
shaving. When this gentleman made his appearance, I recog- 
nised another extract from Chatham, (but one with whom I had 
never spoken,) in the person of Brevet Major Johnny Arm- 
strong, an illiterate enthusiast of the evangelical school, who 
delivered a lecture on the use of the bayonet every morning 
on the poop, and preached a sermon every evening from the 
same place ; while his wife, young enough to be his daughter, 
(who was a ^^cuUer of bibiples" of a certain description,) kept 
a reading shop, with a stock of green grocery, and a medicine 
chest within her own kittle cabin, ** forrard," partitioned off 
from the galley. 

The vessel was commanded by an old lieutenant of the navy, 
whose messmates were a surgeon, purser, and acting masteir. 
Professional distinctions, certainly of a very invidious nature, 
were carried so far, that a boundary line on the quarter-deck 
was drawn, within which the soldier officers wer& expected, 
nay ordered, to confine their perambulatioua. Tfaisi with otb^ 
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littlenesses, but too coipmon in those dajrs, when the jealousnr 
between the two services was at its height, caused nwch ill 
blood ; and before the ship arrived at Barbadoes, the lieutenant 
was under a tacit engagement to about thirty officers to afibrd 
them honourable satisfaction for some real or fancied act of 
oppression or insult Twenty-nine of these affiiirs were ad- 
journed, sine die, in consequence of the unpleasant termination 
of the first, in which the punctilious lieutenant luid the ill- 
luck to be seriously winged by a wild Irish lad, who, in his iooh 
patience to vindicate his honour, forgot to wait for the signal, 
and fired before his adversary could come to the "present!" 
for which act of forgetfulness, he was saved the risk of a &r« 
ther service in the British army. 

Taking leave of this fioatibg barrack of Jack Gun and his 
mess, I made my way to the troop ships ; and returned to my 
general with the most satisfactory accounts of tlie copdiitioH of 
ibe troops, vessels, provisions^ &e. 






CHAPTER XVIII. 



"Come, all hands alloy to the anchor, 
From friends a«d relations we go.** 

Next morning, at nine, a gun from the commodore, fore-top* 
sail loose, and Blue Peter at the mast-head, thfew all Portal- 
mouth into a bustle. The Point and Hard were thronged 
with red-coats, driving bargains with tlie extortionate wherry- 
men for a put-off; while middies and mates were driving the 
blue-jackets by dozens from the tippling and other houses, to^ 
wards the Sally Port, groups of drunken doxies still clinging 
to them, with vehement protestations of love, and the most fer-^ 
vent prayer^ and supplications for — their last shilling! 

I had embarked the entire of my baggage at the first dawri 
of day ; and at twelve, I accompanied my general, in the cap- 
tain's barge, on board the fVigate. at which time the whole 
fleet was heaving short on their anchors. — At two another gun ! 
*' Tqp-sails sheeted home I— AH visiters be off!" — ^Adieu, adieu ! 

"Thus many part, whose parting is eternal!** 

The last despatch-boat that left the frigate, gave me a cast 

7* 
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on board the Ajax, just as the clouds of evening wcite gatber^ 
ing, where a cheerful fire, a tureen of prime soup, and a good: 
plain dinner awaited me; The ship was already under weigh, 
and I did not again visit the deck, except for a few minutest 
at eight bells, the surrounding gloom and darkness drove me 
again to seek the comforts of the elegant cabin. 

We had a leading wind round St Helen's Point I retired^ 
after a very agreeably spent evening, to my berth, than which 
nothing could be more cleanly, comfortable, or convenient 
The agent occupied one cabin abift, I the other; the surgeon^ 
and master, took their berths below. 

My constant state of activity of body and mind, in the per^ 
formance of my duties, for several' days past, had scarcely al- 
lowed me time or room for thought; bat now, when left to my 
reflections, they crowded on me with such force as to deprive 
me of that repose which my late busy state of excitement ren? 
dered so necessary. A hurried retrospect of the last eighteen 
months, called up associations at once delightful and distress- 
ing. "Shall I ever see her again?" was the involuntary 
question of my waking dream. Who the beloved being was, 
to whom the question applied, I leave to my reader's imagina-. 
tion. 

After a restless night, my first broken slumbers were'rudely- 
interrupted by the noise of washing, scrubbing and swabbing 
decks; every thump of the water-bucket seemed to pierce my 
brain, already burning and bewildered, from pain, want of sleep,, 
and nervous restlessness. Eight o'clock was our appointed hour- 
fi>r breakfast; and although I would have given one months 
pay for one hour's sleep, and which I seem^ fully prepared to 
enjoy, when enjoyment was no longer allowable, 1 was fain to 
turn out a little after seven, and get through the ceremony of 
mjr morning toilet My cocked4]at, my coat, and other shwe- 
going articles were all laid up; and with the aid of the gene- 
ral's English groom, who was my valet for the while, I got out 
my sea garments, a well lined pelisse jacket, and seal-skhv 
cap. On making my appearance on the quarter-deck, I saluted 
the colours and the commander in due form ; and our party 
took our monotonous walk, fore and aft, from seven bells till 
eight, when a basm of strong coffee braced up my nerves, and 
relieved my aching head. 

As the day advanced, and the fog appeared a little dissi- 
pated, the fleet presented an interesting object The sixty-four 
under courses led the van, the frigates under topsails flanked 
its rear; all the ships were well up in their stations. The Isle 
of Wight, distant about two leagues on our weather beam, 
seemed wrapt in a shroud of snow, through which the steeples 
«f Nighton and Shanklia peeped out, as if to mark the place 
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Df sepulchre. We were stealing gently and silently throagh 
the water, amidst a softly descending and light Mi of snow, at 
the rate of not more than five knots. A gloom hung over the 
surface of the mighty deep, which, suited the soul's sadness of 
many a poor exile, that day home on its treacherous bosom. 

Noon did not improve the dreary scene; and the day passed 
with BO other enjoyments than those which our blazing stove 
and well furbished table afl^rded^ 

before I turned in for the night 1 took a quarter of an hour's 
walk on deck ; and felt delighted at the sightof a thousaad twink- 
ling stars ; and not less so to hear the master ^ive the word, 
•* round m the weather braces /-' By ten a^clock we were run- 
ning nine knots by the log, with every prospect of the wind 
holding. It was then a clear north-easter, and plenty, but not 
too much, of it The vessel began to kick, as the seamen term 
it; and becoming a Httle qualmish, I laid myself down, and felt 
not how the world went until seven next morning, when even 
the diurnal knockings and scrubbings over my head had not 
the power to disturb my long, reflreshing sleep. 

I started on deck too see how the land lay. St Alban's 
head was dipped in the distance; and our whole fleet collected 
in a cluster, like ** Mother Carey and her chickens," were stag- 
gering down channel under every stitch of canvass they could 
set, with a steady nine-knot breeze. Hills and head-lands ap- 
peared like phantoms, and as quickly retired. With the last 
look I threw on the Lizard, I bestowed a blessmg^ and a sigli 
4Q. the laQd we had left 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



^* There's matter in these sighft— these profound heaves, you must translate**^ 

As soon as we got into blue water, and my head became a 
little righted, my eyes being no loofifer tantalized by the siglU 
of that shore which it was probable 1 might never see again,. I 
devoted some hours each day to reading. Besides the usual 
number of nautical books, our commander boasted of a tolerable 
little library of amusing wotks. 

It is somewhere said that no man ought to undertake a long 
voyage without having Roderick Random to while away the 
heavy hours. The captain had not limited himself to that onQ 
production of the coarse but ever-entertaining SmoUett, but 
had provided himself with many works of that and of other 
popular authors. 

Fielding's Tom Jones, by its evident wear and tear, was 
proved to have been a general favourite ; and here it was that 
I first found time or taste to read, that inimitably well-wrought 
story of the generous but erring Jones, and his lovely Sophia; 
some of the scenes in which reminded me of my own follieis. 

Besides these standard works, which, as faithful sketches of 
human nature in every age, will never be entirely out of fashion^ 
the bookcase was furnished with Annual Registers, Magazines, 
and other periodicals of the time. 

During my porings over a volume of the former for 1794, 1 
fell upon a paragraph which caused such a sudden perturbation 
in my whole appearance, as to excite the curiosity of the sur- 

feon, who was present. ' I read the article over and over again, 
uring which my agitation rather increased than diminished, 
*'What can be the matter?" demanded the man of medicine; 
to which I could only reply, with a sigh, " O ! 'tis a long story ; 
I'll tell it to you to-night; meanwhile I'll take a glass of wine 
and a walk." Fortified with this cordial, I took a turn on deck ; 
and on my return once more read the startling paragraph, as 
follows : — 

" Gibraltar — October. ' Accounts have lately been received 
here that the noted Irish highwayman Cusack, who was taken 
on board L'Espieglo French privateer this time twelve months, 
after an action of two hours, by H. M. S. Scorpion, and whose 
escape last December from the pris<Mi-ship in this Bay, whea 
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doubly ironed, excited such general astonishment, was seen by 
a sergeant of marines not many weeks since in Ireland, in the 
disguise of a travelling tinker, accompanied by the daughter'of 
the old Gitana RtUh, who keeps the wine-shop on the neu- 
tral ground, and who it was discovered passed over, the same 
night OB which Cusack escaped, to Algesiras in sailor's apparel. 
A reward of one hundred pounds had been offered by the ma- 
gistrates of the counties Down and Tyrone for the apprehen- 
sion of this famous robber. 

" The girl by whom he was accompanied is known to be the 
daughter of a discharged Irish soldier, who settled in this part of 
Andalusia some twenty years since, and married the woman 
who has succeeded him as keeper of one of the wine-houses, 
those haunts of low dissipation, which are found to be so pro- 
ductive of crime and insubordination in this garrison. The un- 
fortunate victim of the villain's arts first became known to him, 
it is supposed, during some of his smuggling excursions in this 
neighbourhood. 

" We hope in our next to give an account of the sacrifice of 
this daring criminal to the ofiended laws of society. 

" The other Irishman, named Kelly, a deserter from the ar- 
tillery, who acted as an officer on board L'Espidgle, and who 
was so severely wounded during the action, died a^w months 
since in the NavaJ Hospital, without making any disclosure 
whatever as to the means of escape, or the probable retreat of 
his late guilty companion.^' 

Here then the history of my mysterious recruit and his 
lovely, lost associate was cleared up ! Well might we have 
looked daggers at poor drunken Husho when he sung " O 
tinker l^ O tinker! you are the very man !" unconscious that it 
sounded to the ears of the tinker as tiie knell of his late, know- 
ing as he did that a price had been set on his blood. Well 
might he have appeared horror-struck when the major men- 
tioned the word Gibraltar ! as he stood before the triumvirate, 
who were sitting in judgment upon him at Longueville bar* 
racks. 

Ever prompt to plead even for the errors of woman, I asked 
myself what ofibnce had pcor Ruth committted. Nurtured 
perhaps in scenes of profligacy, familiarized with crime, she 
had followed the fortunes of a bold and daring adventurer, 
whom she ** hved not wisely, btU too toeU .'" I could not then 
join in the sanguine hopes and anticipations of the Gibraltar- 
editor, as to the ultimate fate of the unfortunate man, known to 
9xe only as poor Rafierty the tinker ! 

I had heard and read some strange stories, and oven songs^ 
of ^* Cusack, the bold young highwayman of the North,^* all 
partaking of the maryellous ai^d romantic ; but { had neTer . 
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heard of any particular outrage, much less murder, baving 
been committed by him. As nearly as I could recollect, the 
reports of his depredations were of that attractive cast which 
are too generally admired amidst the lawless youth of a hal& 
civilized peasantry ; his robberies were committed under va- 
rious disguises, and generally on those to whom his person was 
most familiarly known. 

Agreeably to my promise, I amused my messmates in the 
course of the evening, by giving a short history of the chstrac- 
ters alluded to in the article which excited such strong feelings 
in me.- They all blamed my want of forethought, and indeed 
hinted at a lack of zeal for the service in not returning to the 
barracks after my midnight adventure with the tinker's wife, 
to give the alarm, notwithstanding my confidence tliat the re- 
cruit had been secured seemingly beyond human power of 
escape : but none of these gentlemen had seen the poor devoted 
Ruth ! My conscience never smote me with a sense of guilty 
connivance, and even then my rebel heart rejoiced at his 
escape ; not for his sake, poor wretch I but for the sake of her 
who had for ev^r linked her fate to his ! For several days my 
xoiod dwelt on this subject, and it required new scenes to drive ^ 
it wholly from my thoughts. 

We inade the island of Madeira early on the seVenth day. 
A signal was made for the convoy to heave to ; while one of 
the n'igates, making all sail, stretched in to\^aTds shore, and 
did not rejoin us until late in the aflernoon. 

I was sick to death the whde of the day, and heartily glad 
when the signal to bear away enabled me to enjoy my long- 
deferred dinner. For two days more we were mvour^ with 
delightful weather, and looked forward with confident hopea 
that these fiivourable winds would carry us into the trades 
iritb a clear deck and a flowing 6b<»et 
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CHAPTER XX. 



" fie now lay sick and speechless on bis pillow, 
.. And, rocking in his hammock, longed for land.^' 

But the change of moon brought a change of wind and 
weather. Before sunset of the tenth day the lofty top'gallant- 
yards took their humbler jstation on the booms, and we were 
scarcely able to carry reefed courses during this squally night 
The morning's li^ht presented a scattered fleet, a stormy sky, 
and cross-tumbling sea, which sadly discomposed the ne^ 
order of our breakfast table. My sea legs completely failed 
me ; and I now held on by clinging to the capstan, with aching 
heild, diseoiitented heart, and by no means very composed 
stomach. 

Mean while the weather thickened on all sides; afitflrl gleara 
of sunshine would now and then break in lurid flashes through 
th6 inurky clouds, like the smiles of demons mocking our toil- 
ing*, barks in their contest with the fretful waves. We now 
lay five points from our course, close hauled; and top-gallant- 
mast struck in all the fleet When dinner was announced, sea- 
sickness bad l^d me helpless in my berth, alike insensible and 
indififerent to good or ill. 

^he signal-gun to tack was fired at eight The night was, 
as I heard the commander remark, pitch-dark, wet, and squal- 
ly: we were dose in the wake of the commodore. My first 
broken slumbers were disturbed by the cry of " ife/m'^-a-fee/" 
and I was in an agony from the noise and bustle on deck, the 
pitching of the ship in stays, the rattling of rigging, and creak- 
ing of bulkheads ; until the last cry of " Bam-ov-aU /'* when 
the vessel lying down on her fresh tack, assumed a decided po- 
sition in the water. 

F6r the preceding four hours I had been to leeward. My 
berth was now' to windward; and in the disturbed state of my 
head and nerves, I expected nothing less than to be pitched 
out on the floor of my cabin. With this miserable feeling I 
could not close my eyes. The labouring vessel ploughed her 
rugged way, while the various noises above and below ren- 
dered this to me a hideous night Shortly after twelve, while 
in a state of doubtful somnolency, my ears were struck wifli 
die sound of the signal-gun to tack; and immediately after a 
short and horrid shriek roused me from my pillow. ^ 
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I inVolantarily started up; Imt in the effi>rt struck i^ fore* 
head with such violence against the beam above me, as to throw 
mc back senseless and bleeding on my mattress. How k>ng I 
remained unnoticed I know not ; but when I recovered the first 
shock, I perceived the commander and the surgeon with a lan- 
tern in hand by my berthside, attracted by my jgroans, to whom 
I recounted as well as I was able the cause of my mishap, at- 
tributing it to what I then imagined a horrid dream ; but, alas ! 
it was a sad reality. The men on deck and the officers below 
had heard the dismal sound ; and not a doubt remained but that 
some dire calamity had befallen some of our cpnvoy. 

^he next monimg the weather proved moife moderate^ but 
the wind was foul and baffliiig ; but we still held a good statiod 
dose on the quarter of our commodore. In the course of his 
observations amongst the fleet, the agent perceived one of thQ 
transports to be missing, and as each had its distinguishing 
vane, with its name and number of troops entered in his book, 
he was at no loss to name the missing vessel ; ^md on refer- 
ring to the returns, I perceived with sorrow that two H¥ia>kp» 

AND SEVENTY-THREE KEN AND ELEVEN OFFICERS had embarked 

oa board that ill-fated ship i 

We heard nothing of the particulars of this calamity until 
v^e reached Barbadoes. According to the log-hook of the man- 
cd^war, it appeared that in tacking a transport had run aboard 
the commodore, and (as it was supposed) foundered i 

The officers of the watch laid the entire blame upon -the crew 
of the transport; but dead men tell no tales: the voice which 
could have told the truth, was for ever "hushed in the bosom 
of the black abyss ;" but its, last dismal shriek still rin^ in 
ray ears. 

I suflfered so much pain from the injury my head received 
fh)m that violent concussion, a^ to be incapable of reading or 
taking my accustomed exercise for some days; but the return 
of fine weather and smooth water tempted me^ at the end of a 
week's confinement, once more on deck* The sailors were 
making preparations for enacting that farce usually performed 
on crossing The Line, a thing which tells very well to lands^ 
men on paper, but is in reality a sad silly piece of buffi)onery, 
even when the most strained exertions are made to give it 
effect ' 

The only passengers to be operated on in our ship were the 
two store-keepers, myself, and, I believe, half a dozeYi of the 
young sailors. The sport of the thing, which could only be 
deemed sport by some speculating spinsters on Neptune's high-> 
road to Uindostan and a husband, (to whom the sight of a tarry 
seaman, almost in a state of nudity, must be a novdty,) was en^ 
ti^ly confined to the forecastle, the fresh* watermen i^ hiaving 
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^ught off the penalty of ducking and shaving with three bot- 
tles of rum. 

I had every reason to be satisfied with the doctor's kind at- 
tention to rae ; for, as he aflerwards informed me, he liad con- 
sidered my aceident likely to prove more serious than I was 
myself aware of. He now, however, allowed me to drink my 
usual moderate quantum of wine, and to amuse myself with ♦ 

books. The difference ef climate soon became apparent, and 
day, after day we cast off our c/of A, and adopted the lighter gar- 
ments. The Jacks had all donned their canvass vests, their 
straw hats, and cast off their shoes and stockings. The awn- 
ing was stretched over the quarter-deck, and the wind sails 
were rigged at the main and fore-hatchway. The light sum- 
mer sails (the multifarious patphes on which gave signs (rf* 
ancient service) were bent to the yards, and the studding-sails 
rigged out on both sides. • 

Our voyage henceforth became a party of pleasure ; there 
were a few dull sailers in the fleet, for the coming up of which 
we were occasionally obliged to shorten sail; but, with the 
exception of this drawback, our fleet met with no interruption. 

I sometimes amused myself with trying to strike the dolphin 
with the grains ; but all my attempts rail^. The silvery flyinff- 
fish in small shoals, winging their short and sparkling flight 
close by our ship, was always an object of pleasing contempla- 
tion ; they are frequently found entanglea in the rigging of 
vessels. About the thirtieth day from the Land's End the com- 
modore gave the signal that he had made the land ; that is to 
say, by his reckoning, not by sight. This set our master and 
the lieutenant to work, the result of whose joint calculations 
was, that we were yet three hundred miles from Barbadoes! 

In accordance, however, with orders, although w^ carried 
on all day under cracking booms, every evening sail was re- 
duced, and the usual signal for " The convoy to close round 
ike commodore^ arid carefully observe his movements during 
the ensuing night^^ was most strictly attended to. 

On the thirty-second morning, the lad at the foretop-gallant- 
mast shouted out " Land, ho! land, ho! right a-head!" And the 
mate, who instantly ran aloft to ascertain that point, corroborated 
the intelligence by saying that he saw the " cobbler lathering 
his cAm,"-*-an expression, the meaning of which I did not com- 
prehend until about two hours after, when we came in full 
view of the long reef of rocks called the " Cobblers,''* covered 
with its eternal snowy foam of breakers ; far behind which lay 
the beautiful land of Barbadoes, glittering with Juxuriant ver- ,% 

dure. One of the frigates " stepped out,** (as the sailors si id) ^ 

under a cloud of canvass ; and the only two ships that still 
hung arstem were taken in tow by the sixty-four and ^e 

Vctt.IL 8 
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Other frigeXe, in order to ^in oar anchorage in Bridgetot^ 
Bay before sunset ; and which we happily accomplished. 

Here we foond upwards- of two nundred sail of shippings 
(many of them in a shattered condition^) and the greater part of 
which bad been buffeting about the channel for the preceding 
three months ; as many more had been despatched to the va- 
rious islands to leeward with re-enforcements. We had scarcely 
dropped anchor, when we were boarded by a press-gang^ and 
not less than eight of our prime seamen borne off in five 
minutes ! We learnt that our affiiirs in that quarter of the 
globe, as regarded warlike operations, were in rather a flourish^ 
tion condition. 

As soon as possible, after coming to anchor, I dressed, and 
hastened to wait on my general on board the frigate. I found 
him, to mv extreme regret, hut just recovering from a severe 
fever, with which he had been attacked fourteen days before, 
and preparations were then making for taking hnn on shore in 
a cot. He received me with great kindness, and while de- 
ploring his own infirm state, he remarked on my altered looka, 
I explained my accident to him, and accounted for the visible 
change in me by that circumstance, which I affected to make 
light of; but still more by the cutting off my hair quite close^ 
which entirely changed my looks, 

" Ay, surely, surely ^ said my poor general, whose subdued 
spirits and faded form inspired me with feelings of pity, and the 
strongest attachment to himself, and solicitude for his recovery. 

Every preparation was made for sending him to St Anne^s^ 
tfi^heu a despatch-boat arrived with orders for the foreign 
brigade to proceed forthwith to Martinique; which induced 
him to alter his plans, as we were to sail for that island next 
morning. Although reluctant to leave my chief, I was strongly 
tempted to pay a visit to the town. There was still an hour 
send more to sunset As my eyes wandered along the bright 
beach, fringed with verdant savannahs and nodding cocoa-nut 
trees, I viewed the novel scene with a mixture of dread and 
curiosity. In that very island (hitherto (%>unted one of the 
most healthy) upwards of two thousand British of all ranks had 
/been swept off the preceding season by disease ! whose place 
had now been supplied by as many fre^ victims. 

Jly visit to the shore, however, no longer depended on my 
own inclinations J for, on the return of the hrigade-major, I 
was ordered to repair to the deputy adjutant-generars office 
ivith a variety of papers, while day-light permitted. The cut- 
ter was manned ; and two young lieutenants, dressed for the 
shore, who were anidous and successful candidates for leaVe 
mitil the first watclib were my guides and companions. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



^ In tbe whole course of my life I never met a female, ft-om the flat-noaed 
^iMiny -coloured monster of the Tropics to the 8now*wlute, sublime divinity of 
a Greek Isle, without a touch of romance.^* 

I HAD a long distance to walk to the adjutant-generars 
office; and the exhaustion I experienced, after the first quarter 
of an hour, first awakened me to the powerfijUy enervating 
effects of the climate. My business concluded, I betook myself 
to the head tavern, in which I could scarcely find room to seat 
myself. 

The celebrated Barbadian beauty, Nancy Clarke, was then, 
and for many years subsequently, the inviting hostess. She 
sat, as she has been represented in all her pictures, under the 
veranda of her house, on a low rush-bottomed chair ; and the 
superficial capaci^ of seat was adapted to the size of its enor- 
mous occupant ohe was as beautiful as a ^m like polished 
ctony, flat nose, wide mouth, teeth of ivory, woolly head, and, 
At least, 'i^ W ENT V sTONB of firm flesb, could make her. 

There she sat, bawling out her orders to male and female 
attendants in the very highest pitch of the true Barbadian 
nasal twangs every now and then returning tbe complimenta 
of some former acquaintance among the newly arrived with 
a smile, which any one, who (like me) had no taste for black 
beauty, mi^t be cruel enough to call a grin. 

On being introduced to this queen ci the dark fair, who 
seemed to demand universal homage, she gave me her hand ; 
and while holding mine she asked me, ^* How you come by dat 
cole hand?" On my saying that I had almost run to and fVora 
Oovemment House, and now felt a little chilled, she sliook her 
immense head and chops, and with a kind squeeze of the hand, 
which she still held, said, " Ah, you young chap, tink you cad 
do any ting in West Indy ; take some Sangree, dear boy, an lie 
down in your bed.'* I did not feel altogether well, I confess, and 
her observations made me a little nervous; however,! entered 
the public roomi and amidst a noisy crowd, under a rolling volume 
of smoke, qouM Hear Jack Gun's well-remembered voice. Nor 
was I long lost to his recognition : his month's good living had 
absolutely stretched him out to such dimensions, that I should 
with difficulty have known him : he had also suffered his whis- 
kers to grow to that immoderate length and breadth, which 
proq^re4 bim, t^ fliaroe of the " oyi^l io the ivy-bush ;" but ia 



80 THE STAFF OFFICER; 

these halcyon days of dandyism he might have passed aa*^ 
notic^ — then, he was a monster. 

• It was in the house of the famous Nancy Clarke this poor 
fellow gave me with his own lips (perfectly unconscious that 
he was the herald of his own mean manceuvres) a full account 
of the success of (lis sponge on his youthful party, by his self^ 
election to the presidency of the young gentlemen's mess; con- 
cluding (with an. oath) **that it was a capitcd rvsujs de guert 
Rius, as we used to say in Guernsey, Juiw! haw! haw!^^ 

Viewing his increasing corpulency and contempt for weak 
potations, I, in my mind, gave poor Jack six months* life; but 
two months-r-two little months — cut short the thread of his ex- 
istence, and his bones lie amongst those of the now-lbrgotten 
thousands who lived their little day, and perished in these pes- 
tilential regions. 

The fair-faced, innocent boy, Leslie^ now approached me, 
on my departure ; and, as I pressed the soft taper hand he o^ 
fered* I could not help wishing he had never left the Highland 
balls of his noble father, to encounter this rude and dangerous 
life ; but I rejoiced to hear that his regiment, or rather what re> 
roained of it, after the ravages it h£i suffered 'the preceding 
season, had been drafted, the skeleton beii^ under orders for 
England. My pleasure was increased by hearing that its 
*^ precious remains*^ ^the then cant term for those spectral re- 
presentatives of regunents aptly called ** Skeletons'') were 
probably, by that time, at Martinique, waiting to embark in 
the transports last arrived. 

I hurried on board the frigate, and, after a short interview 
with, the general, stepped into the agent's boat, which was in 
waiting for me. Fortunately I found myself nothing the worse 
in- the morning for my indiscreet race against time the pre- 
ceding evenings I rose with the colours, as active, and with 
quite as good an appetite as ever I felt in England. 

The first part of the morning was delicious ; the sea-breeze 
came gently stealing from the ocean in soft and feeble flaws; 
but as the great ruler of the day gave tokens of his str^n^th, 
it freshened until the whole surfaee of the bay. glittered in 
fleecy whiteness. 

The. vessels under orders for Martinique and the islands to 
leeward, were all under weigh by noon ; and ours being the 
last to unmoor, I had a view of the whole as they passed. 
While standing at the gangway with my telescope, I spied my 
old captain the stanimerer, wavin? his hat to me, as he and an- 
other officer (whom I supposed tooe the spoiled child> stood on 
the poop of a passing vessel. I instantly caught the signaU 
and cheered them lustily, as long as they were within reach 
of the speaking trumpet's noisy throat. 



OR} THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 81 

The piDor stammerer was butchered some few years after in- 
the mutiny of a party, belonging to a certain West India regi- 
ment, into which he had been promoted, and with which he 
was unfortunately detached from head-quarters. His violeDee 
of temper, and that infirmity of speech which rendered him 
00 irritable upon the slightest causes^ probably made him pe* 
culiarly obnoxioas to the mutineere. 

I c^n reflected how extremely injudiciojOft it was ia the 
commander-in-chief^ to render the negro regiments a speeieB 
of condemned service. By bestowing the commissions on men 
of long experience, temper, patience, and ability, their exev«* 
tions might have reduced the wild untutored African^ fresh 
SroiOr the coast, not only to the habits of civilized life, but to 
all the strict discipline of military subordination ; instead of 
which these regiments were, in too many instances, made the 
refuge of those, whose embarrassments^ intemperance, or mkK 
conduct, had rendered their continuance in the old regiments 
of the line objectionable. Not but that there were many, very 
many, officers in those regiments, whose professional talent,. 

feneral intelligence, and highly honourable conduct, would 
ave done credit to any corps; but that there were too many 
at that period of the exceptionable class thrust into those cofps^ 
to the great mortification of many honourable men, must be^ 
known to every old^dier. ' 

Should the above observations meet the eye of any offices,, 
whose lot it was to graduate in one of the blade regiments, he 
will pardon its severity, while he admits its justice, and accept 
an assurance that it is not intended as a general reflection on 
the above body. I am convinced that, had the plan of forming 
black regiments been followed up with a prudential regard ta 
tbe mind, habits, and local circumstances of the ** animal ma* 
terial^^ a sufficient force would in a few years (previously to 
the abolition of the slave-trade) have been^ raised to render the 
service of white troops in the West Indies, if not wholly un- 
necessary, at least less so, in the proportion of one to five of 
the numbers of regiments that are still doomed to encounter 
such a destructive service. 

But the maturing of the original plan was deferred fronr 
season to season : mean while, a vile system of negro-jobbing 
crept in, which eventually overturned it 

The two West India regiments which still exist, were, in a 
ffew years,, by good management on the part of their meritori- 
ousxommanding officers, brought into a state uf high efficien- 
cy ; a fact, that sufficiently proves that there were neither mo- 
ral nor physical obstacles in the way to oppose the perfecting 
of a system, at once so humane and judicious. As to the sup- 
posed inviolable attachment of black to black, and the danger 

8* 
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of depending on the fidelity of such a force, in the event of ad 
insurrection of the slave population, that was an apprehension 
more ideal tlian real. Kind, fair, find just treatment, with an 
infusion of as much education as their unenlightened minds 
were capable of receiving, would have secured their allegiance 
under all trials. Witness the hundred thousand tawny troops 
of India ! — ^But enough of these prosing reflections. 

Under the influence of the brisk breeze, our ship seemed to 
fly through the water ; while the bright and glittering head- 
lands as .they successively broke on the view, seemed to cour- 
tesy and retire ! Saint Lucie loomed darkly in the distant hori- 
zon, as if covered with the pall of death. Already the lofly 
ridge of mountains which partly gird, and partly intersect 
Martinique, struck the anxious eye of the new Treipician. The 
next morning's sun saw the whole fleet, now increased by our 
arrival to several hundred sail, safely moored in the ample bay. 
The whole range of anchorage, from Pigeon Island to Dead 
Man*s Hole, presented a forest of masts. 

I was despatched on shore with a letter to the commander- 
in-chief, to whom I afibrded such explanations as were required 
of me, as to the state of my own general; and, after a short 
delay, was dismissed with a most kind invitation to repair to 
head-quarters, while a residence at Fort Bourbon for a few 
weeks was best calculated, by its cool and elevated situation^ 
to restore his health and energy. 









\ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



** You pitying saw, 



To infant weakness sunk toe warrior's arm ; 
Saw tbe deep-racking pang, tbe ghastly form. 
The lip pale quivering, and the beamless eye 
No more with ardour bright." 

At sunrise, on the following morning, be was gently lowered 
into the barge in his cot,.and laid In the stenirsbeets under the 
awning. His dark and sunken eye Jooked his thanks to the 
worthy captain of tbe frigate, who himself assisted at every 
movement, and accompanied us to the shore. 

At the Savannah wharf a dozen pioneer negroes were wait- 
ing to take the cot in slings; but they set about their work so 
awkwardly as to expose the general to a quarter of an hour's 
nnnecessary delay^ which quite agitated him,, and threw a hec- 
tic flush oyer his thin and pallid cheek. Six of the frigiite's 
bargemen, however, put all to rights : they manned the ^ngs, 
and bore the ^ cot in ^ont of head-quarters, distant about three 
hundred yards, where it was rested for a while under the shade 
of a spreading lime tree. After a short consultation with the 
' commander-in-chief, and tbe principal physician, my general 
determined at once to proceed to the mountain fort of £^urbon. 
The black bearers now fell into their placte in better order 
than before, and set off at a lazy pace to breast the towering 

bill. 

The noisy chatter of these provoking people was truly vex- 
^ atious, and it required all the authority of the jerker, aided by 
the persuasive argument of his whip, which he kept constant- 
ly waving and cracking in terrorem, to keep them to theif 
work. Although there were two gangs of six each, they halt- 
ed and changed every five, minutes, with a load wbicn four 
white men would have borne without halt or flinch for an hour. 
I thought I should have dropped with fatigue and vexation, aa 
I toiled up the steep ascent, which was only rendered a pracr 
ticable road by the formation of a succession, of zig-zag cuts, 
the mazes of which seemed interminable. I had providently 
supplied myself with some oranges, with which, as I walked 
close beside the c6t» I occasionally moistened the parched lips 
of my general. \[ 

At length we obtained a view of the outer gate of th^ fort, 
where a crowd of Irish soldiers, who had from the ramparts 
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long beheld with indignant ipnpatience the feeble efibrts of the 
noisy negroes, rushed out to lend their aid, and knocking the^ 
chattering slaves to the right and left, they soon hurri^ on? 
with their burden up the last ascent, the unheeded ceremony 
of turning out the main guard and presenting arms having' 
been gone through. In a few minutes I had the satisfaction > 
of seeing the general seated in a cool and spacious room, where 
my large hammock was slung, and into which we speedily/ 
removed him while preparing his cot Here he lay inhaling' 
a fine breeze, the hammock being gently swung to and fro by 
one of the servants. 

I flattered myself the general had already experienced some 
benefit from the change of air, and busied myself in preparing 
breakfast, of which I hoped to see him partake, but a slice of breaidh 
with a little Guava jelly was all his appetite would allow him 
to eat He drank some orangeade, and composed himself to 
rest, which I was delighted to see him enjoy for upwards of 
four hours. 

I watched by his couch as I would by that of my beloved fa- 
tiier, and when waking he met my anxious eye fixed op his, 
he held out his hand, now moist and comfortable to the touch, 
and the first words he uttered were, " Moore, my kind boy, I 
Hve offoiny 

" Thank Heaven, sir !" I replied; " your altered looks show 
the effects of your delightful repose : you have slept four hours; 
and as the perspiration stole down your forehead as you lay 
wrapt in sleep, I watched its course, hailing it as the harbin- 
ger of your speedy recovery." 

The surgeon now arrived, and watching his looks with in- 
tense anxiety, I saw nothing in them to excite my alarm. He 
ordered no medicine whatever for that day, — ^nothipg but quiet 
and cooling drinks. 

The mess room of the Irish brigade was in the lower apart-- 
ments of our quarters, but the commanding-officer, a French- 
man of Irish extraction, had it immediately removed, and esta- 
blished in another part of the garrison ; so that our building, 
consisting of six or seven air^r but naked apartments, was left 
entirely to the general and his family. Four negro pioneers 
were attached to us; and the sergeant who was appointed or* 
derly could make himself very well understood in the patoi& 
of the French negroes. The general's canteens afforded 
us all we required, and the first day of this new life passed* 
off tolerably well. Towards evening the general was re- 
moved to nis cot for the night, and I was glad to occupy 
my own capacious hammock, which subsequent experience 
convinced me was the very best species of bed for that climate. 
I soon learned to take my berth in it diagonally, and humour 
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its gentle swing so as to rock myself to sleep with all the bene- 
fit of the breeze on my face. 

The musquitoes, however, made sad havoc on me the first 
night, for which I found a good rubbing of the lime plucked 
iresh from the trees to be 3ie best corrective: it allayed the 
intense itching pain ; but the innumerable bumps and blisters 
remained as proofe of the subdeness of the poison of this trouble- 
some insect 

The firing of the morning gun shook our building like na 
earthquake; and, although it appeared dark to me at the mo- 
ment, I rose. The daylight increased so quickly that it might 
be said, without metaphor, — 

*' Night's curtains were drawn up, and joeand daj 
Stands tip>toe on tim misty mountain top.*' 

On moving aside the musquito veil that secured my general 
firom these tormentors, I saw a perceptible improvement in hi» 
whole countenance. My late fears vanished before such &- 
vourable appearances, and I ventured to joke on my swelled 
and disfigured &ce, congratulatuig him on his security from 
such furious attacks. I made him some tea far breakfast; and 
on the doctor's visit at ten, he declared that the general's fe- 
ver was entirely subdued. He now ordered tonic medicines* 
and each day his strenffth seemed \o return. 

Under the long wooden gallery of our quarters my general 
would walk, leaning on my shoulder, for an hour or two at a 
time; while with his eyes wistfully cast towards the sea, or to 
the northern coast of the island, he sighed to think his fine Ger^ 
man brigade was so distant fVom his view. Some of these 
troops had been despatched to join the expedition against BL 
Lucie ; others had sailed for Grenada ; the remainder were at 
Pierre's, the chief town of the Island, where already several 
other foreign regiments were in barracks. 

It was, however, many weeks before the general felt 
himself fit to proceed to take the command at St. Pierre*& ' 
I confess I was myself heartily sick of our mountain fort, 
where, perched a thousand feet above the level of the 
sea, we had such alternations of temperature as often tried my 
stamina. 

Having to go down to Fort Royal daily with reports of the 
general's health, as well as for orders, I have ofben felt a sud- 
den chill over every muscle and limb, on reaching one of the 
sharp angles of the road, as if a shower of ice had assailed, me« 
However, ray flannels were my protection. After one qr two 
trials of the general's horses, I found it a service of danger to 
ride down the stony slope 3 but I picked up a. mule, to wl)Q^: 
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nctonl caation as a mountain-traveller I could safely intrust 
myself, and, therefore, left him to choose his own steps and 
gait 

Frequently, when ascending the hill, I noticed that my mule 
seemed to lig under, me, as if it were yoked to a heavy weight 
and turn my head on which side I would, I could see nothmg 
to account for the faltering of my sure-footed pad, until one 
evening the shadow of a human being close in my track ex- 
plained to me the mystery. A bulky negro with a heavy bas- 
ket on his head had linked himself to my mule's tail ; and al- 
thougli I turned and twisted, so artfully did the fellow throw 
himself behind me at each move, that I almost doubted my 
sense of vision. I was at last obliged to dismount, and on look- 
ing under the animal's body, I saw the incubus crouching on 
the ofl^side. 

This ingenious trick of taking a tow at the expense of a poor 
animal is very common, and seeing how the unfortunate slave 
was loaded I had hardly the heart to cast him off; so on re- 
mounting I tacitly allowed him to Jiook on, which he did by 
thrusting his fingers through the mule^s tail, and taking a turn 
of it around his wrist : — such humanity to the man was, how- 
ever^ sadly counterbalanced by the cruelty to the animal. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



** — — — And is thta tbe whole 
Of such men's destiny beneath the ran?* \ 

OtJR time for quitting this aerial abode having arrived, we 
took our leave of it at dawn of day, and reached nead-quarters 
in half an hour, only one-fiflh the time it took us to ascend the 
hilL 

A cup of chocolate and a morsel of bread was all with which I 
had fortified my stomach, and I felt languid and drowsy through 
sheer hunger during the two or three hours which the business 
of the morning consumed. The first West Indian regimen t was 
paraded for inspection in fk»nt of head-quarters, and made 
^a very respectable appearance; it was then commanded by 
Colonel Leeds Booth. The line of black faces over the white, 
regimental &cings had a striking efi^t; and in other respects 
they were a well set up, soldierly-looking body of men, 
T^ey wore the usual soldier's jacket, round hat, feather wbi^% 
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drill trousers, rather loosely made, but sufficiently shapely to 
preserve the form. The men appeared one and all to wear 
Uaok short gaiters ; but several who had not been sufficiently ac- 
customed to the encumbrance of shoes were permitted to ap- 
pear barefooted, which they still could do witiibut destroying 
the uniformity of appearance. 

In the rear of the regiment were about one hundred newly 
imported negro recruits. These poor creatures were clad in a 
canvass jacket with a red collar, and loose drawers^ the greater 
number being in some respects in a state of nature. Round 
the neck of each was a small brass chain, closely fitting, with a 
tin label, on which was stamped the name by which he was in 
future to be distinguished ; and for bestowing which, sacred 
and profane, ancient and modem history had been ransacked to 
furnish their quota. There were Moses and Aaroii, Joshua, 
David, Goliath, and Nimrod; Mars, Bacchus, and Apollo; 
Alexander, Scipio, Pompey, Brutus, Csesar, Wolfe, Rodney ; 
and then came the James's, Thomas's, Robert's, with their re- 
spective progeny of son$, &c. &c.; with the names of all the 
Uades in the universe. 

In this manner a general baptism took place, with no more 
ceremony than if the parties were a pack of hounds. I had 
the curiosity to approach this squad of recruits, and to hear the 
roll called. The sergeant-major, a woolly-headed negro, about 
six feet high, who could write as well as read, stood in front ; 
and on distinctly pronouncing each name, the owner of it gave 
evident tokens of pleasure, and uttering an indistinct excla- 
mation, ** Aw — aw!" seemed delighted at being noticed. He 
was then beckoned out, and form^ as No. one of the line, his 
name being repeated three or four times, which his ear seemed 
greedily to catch, while his tongue made a rude attempt to, 
imitate the sound. A pat on the head or shoulder by the hand 
of the sergeant-major, was the signal of approbation and en- 
couragement ; and a mute reference to his cane^ the reverse ! 

In this manner I saw upwards of fifty fall into line, answer- 
ing to their new names with a readiness which astonished me^ 
as it evinced a quickness of capacity which I did not give 
them credit for. 

The remnant of the Queen's regiment, which I saw paraded, 
presented a sad spectacle of the ravages of the climate. Yet 
though reduced in numbers, worn down by sickness and service, 
the spirit of that ancient corps remained unbroken ; and the 
officers boasted that the Holy lambs,* though closely fleeced^ 
were as frisky as ever. 

* So called from bearing the Patcal Lamb on Uwir colours and appoint* 
menu. 



88 * THE STAP? 0FFIC£R; 

The ceremony of drafting the effective remains of three r^ 
giments, under orders for England, into corps destined for a 
longer period of service on this unhallowed soil, was the most 
painful one I ever witnessed. Some idea may be formed of 
Its effect on the mind of the soldier by the exclamation of one 
unhappy wretch, who said, " Ifs like sending a man up the 
oAUdOws-TREE ognin, who had just been reprieved from it /'* 
— a coarse but powerful illustration of his feelings. It wa^ by 
no means an uncommon thing for soldiers thus drafted to mu- 
tilate themselves, by shooting off their hand or fingers, or doing 
themselves some grievous bodily injury, yo. order to be invalided 
and sent home ; previouly to which they were, when able to 
stand under it, complimented with a thousand lashes as a me- 
morial of the crime ! 

After the inspection, the commander-in-chief and the whole 
of the stafi^ sat down tb a very abundant dejeune a lafourchette 
at head-quarters. Besides tea, coffee, and chocolate, there 
were various sorts of wines, cold meats, and above all an im- 
mense Christmas pie, made of all kinds of game — a present 
sent from Scotland to the commander-in-chief, and which was 
in the most perfect state of preservation. The rich tropical 
fruits were profusely spread on the board. The highly flavour- 
ed pine, fresh from the parent stock, the luscious rock melon, 
the quince-flavoured Guava, and the delicate little Martinique 
orange, the most delicious of its species, which seldom reaches 
England in a sound state, but was here presented on the 
branch bearing all the freshness of ite rich perfume. Amongst 
others, there was one curiously shaped and beautifully coloured 
juicy fruit, called "paw-paw apples!" probably being that 
tempting species wjiich led to the transgression of our orighial 
mother ! 

Notwithstanding all these temptations I ate and drank 
sparingly. After the repast the official business of the day 
comi&enced. Sir Ralph transacted business, as the Court Cir- 
cular says, and gave an audience to Mr. Valentine Jones, then 
commissary-general, an office in those days inferior in point of 
rank, but infinitely superior in point of profit, to that at the 
present period. After a week's delay at Fort Royal,,my gene- 
ral took leave of the commander-in chief. We set out for St 
Pierre in a small canoe, followed by two of a larger class 
containing the servants and baggage. 

Now, of all the craft I had ever sailed in, this appeared to mo 
the most dangerous. The boat was formed of the trunk of a 
single tree, hollowed out to the thickness of about an inch-and- 
a-half plank; the floor, perfectly flat and without keel, proba- 
bly left half an inch thicker. The length of the smaller class, 
such as we then used, was from stem to stem about eighteen 
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de;^t^% bis pa^dj^« n^il j^t^i' ip»$^i^ s^ wl as j^oa^ <#|i 
garden-spade. So far aH'^i^iiieli; 'but* wheiit iCbii Jim w^liil 
fa kr^e liiif dfli^t caa^f^|ii»d tl^ paddlet uniii|fie)S^;pe 
^^bcmrs of the steersman l||p<nii# lne#iib}y:^^fi^ f(»^.'^ 
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4id net absorb every otb^riediiig^ tR^ srght of thp steers^^ 
tga^ bis ^tra(?rdhiaty activity of a^m, s^ftinj^ l|rom <^ ^0^^ 
tB the otiier with the rapidity of ifeoiight hi^^^^^^^ 
#ouW have formed a pict^BWell woi^S sketeftng^ * , 

Til tihe negro aloiukhips i^ intrusted &e hstlyaiid ; 
l^es fi«;ldomdo^ th# 1gi|; till the boat is bal^fhllof Wat^i^ 
To d^ thei^ Andes' jastiee, it must be admitted thit tfiisy «re 
«dflak able sea-bo^ts, tmd carry a press of eanva^ uiider Whic^h 
aEoropeaa boat of the same lei^^til and scantir beam woi^ 
iflevitably swamp. The boatmen tb^ik nethiiig: of carryi% 
Sail over a visibl© rocfc on vj^hich there axe not three in^hj^ 
wati^, and of which there are some dozens between iK»t 
Royal and St< l*ien?e. The hatred of labour is so strboig: $0 
^niver^l am^gst these wretched dre^ of the hprnan spei^e9» 
Hiat they will' risk c^owi^iig tatber^cm take entiiiejy tMl^ir 
fiddles; -■ .v'";^ . '••-; . ; . v■••-^■^^ -■;^''-;:,:" '., 4i'^' 

. After a variety (^pe]^t|E%4^ i£^ lut'ekes^, w&% Jif^ iij|de 
tW harbour point, wheM #!{$ ^s^yeh difgculty:! j^^a^ ttSeik 
to strike mast ant^ditiHe t^^^ ^^i^^ We Tvete liMe tiicftre 
than' two liouts ^i^!«^%tii6 t«^^y^r mii^ivdi^|;ifi^^(^ 
portions of whic^^^# ji»]A^ t||«i jiiir&ce o|!^ ii^ve a€ tiie 
rate of IburteentJaliest a^^is^alw 
fion. The targi^tf ^SifUipo^^ 

The warrt of th#ii^dii<^jeHi^ '^to v^^iheir arrival at 
th^ hotel fei^ I^^I^Piifote, wb^e we were regaled wi^ 
a 6econdi>fe^^i|^^'4^0W^ Which wonold have tem^i^ 
an anchiMfJipi^li^iill^fr ^ 

chocolate, l^pS]^^^^^ 
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tested} WA I f^t unfeiffned pleamire to pe?eeivd mf^eHefni 
enjoy a new French rolT^ (white as the napkin whieh enf^^^ 
h,) enriched with his favourite sweetmeat* the jelly of the 
Guava. Leaving him en the sofa, where the viranda, open o» 
two sides of the apartment for the admission of the refreshing 
eea-breezes, invited repose, I set off for the house allotted for 
lus quarters, and which I fbond ta be quite a palace compared 
with the naked whitewashed walls and planked ceiling of ouf 
late abode. Silk curtains and Venetian blinds adorned all the 
windov^s, the extreme depth of which proved the walls to have 
been constructed hurricane-proof. The Bioor» were covered 
with the finest estaras from the Havannah } and the furniture^ 
though scanty compared with modern European taste, was all 
of the first order of elegance. 

It belonged to a colonist of rank, the Countess de Boisville^ 
h widow, whose only ehild^ a youth about sixteen years of age, 
was at that period absent from the island. One entire eta^e^ 
consisting of fine spacious apartments, was assigned to the ge- 
neral and his suite, besides cooking and sleeping rooms on the 
ground-floor^ for the slaves and servants. 

The usual luxury of the higher classes-^ large silken ham^ 
tjooeky was suspended in the apartment destined for the general, 
besides a lofty bed (completely enclosed by musquito-curtains) 
standing out detached from the wall, the foot of each pillar 
testing in a sm^l square porcelain jar, filled with water, to 
prevent the encroachments of that troublesome and persevering 
insect, the ant^ 

At the rear of the house was a large and luxuriant garden,- 
which, at the season of the year in which I first saw it, was 
quite a picture of beauty. It was daily irrigated by the water 
i^ an extremely deep well, raised by the primeval process of 
the horizontal wheel, with cogs acting on a vertical one, to 
which was attached a rope wi£ earthen pots, which on each 
revolution emjytied themselves into a reservoir. It was worked 
by an ancient lazy donkey, attended by as lazy and a more an^^ 
cient negro ; who, whenever the animal stopped, would first' 
expostulate with, then scold and curse him \ and when, at last^ 
words and abuse failed to put the brute in motion, his tyrant 
would start up^ from his recumbent postqre, and deal a shower 
of heavy blows on the sounding ribs of the imperturbable ani^ 
mal, who, thus urged, agaiin proceeded on his monotonous 
round, while his irascible driver would once more suik dowa 
into a state of half^dozing apathy. 

Brigade-major Grantz, who preceded us, had already made 
his choice, having taken possession, on his first coming, of a 
roomy apaxtment in the rear of tliat intended for the general, 
iAd separated by a passage* I occupied a smaller one close 
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ixsside my cbiePs, and lookingf directly on the oc^ffl^ an ar« 
i^ngement which it gave me pleasure to find met the general's 
aj^robation. 

The liouse stood in an elevated situation, over-looking the 
irregularly built town, which* from its situation, ought to have 
been as wholesome as any in the tropics ; but troops invariably 
engender disease, almost inseparable from those duties which 
they are called on to perform, and from their exposure to the 
destructive damps of the night after days of burning heat 

Hardships, from which the meanest of the negro slaves, and 
even the beasts of the field are exempt, are the lot of those 
who embrace the glorious profession of a soldier ! 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



*' Bade him in grief to distant lands retire. 
A widow's husband and a childless sire.** 

Mt report of the house and all its conveniences being made, 
in the fulness of my heart I ventured to say, ^* Now, sir, you 
will indeed be restored to health.*' — ^**Ah! Moore," observed 
the general, kindly, "you have all the characteristic ardour df 
your country; but with youth and health you can afS>rd to be 
eanguine." 

leaving the far-famed, and then pretty Patty Chalote*s we 
proceeded up the town, through the principal streets of which 
a rill of pure water constantly runs, supplied by a branch from 
a mountain cataract' at some miles distant Notwithstanding 
this ever-ready convenience for the despatch of all filth to the 
fiea, the stench of rotten fruits, decayed fish, rancid oil, and all 
the abominations of a black town, was occasionally intolerable; 
here and there, the nose as well as the eye9 were regaled by 
the fragrant perfume of heaps of fresh-gathered fruit, collected 
fyr sale, some under the guardianship of pretty negro girls, as 
black and shining as jet, with no other clothing than a short- 
sleeved chemise and petticoat, the snowy whiteness of which 
})resented a powerfiil contrast to the deep glossy darkness of 
iheir ebon skin. Over a group of these, presided some crusty 
old negress, whose superiority of rank and office was marked 
i>f tk^ br99d'^mw>ed ^traW'^hat stupk on one side of her head, 
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80 as to^ display the how of the Madras handkerchief which 
bound her wrinkled brows, and the large golden cross and ear- 
rings, and the many-coloured broad-striped petticoat : while as 
a f^ish to her costume, her ill-shaped, unsocked feet appeared 
thrust into a pair of showy dippers, invariably down at the 
heal. 

On our approach to the house, the general admitted its ap- 
pearance justified all my encomiums; and this a view of the 
interior confirmed. 

Feeling himself sufficiently recovered to transact business, 
I had the agreeable duty to draw out a sketch of the orders of 
the day, in which the general announced that he would receive 
the officers of the garrison of all ranks, from eleven till two 
o'clock the ensuuig day. 

By nine, next morning, our breakfiist was over, and we set 
about placing our house in order. The generaPs liberality 
was evinced by the profusion of refreshments of all kinds set 
out on the bu^t, in the anti-room adjoining tbat in which the 
levee was to be held ; for in this land of uncertainty, Horace's 
maxim ''carpe diem,' universally prevails. 

The levee was crowded; and not less than two hundred 
Grerman, French, and British officers were present The ce- 
remony of introduction of the former was very properly in- 
trusted to Brigade-major Grantz, fh>m whose throat the strong 
Sclavonian gutturals 'tolled out in all their native rouffhnes8» 
The g^^eral was quite at home with his visiters, perfectly mas- 
ter (X their language; and many a flaxen-fringed mouth that 
momiog extended itself in grateful smiles at the kind and dig- 
nified reception^ its owner met with. 

The band of the Walstein regiment was stationed in the 
wide and lofly hall; its martial music attracting to the front of 
the house hundreds of the population of all shades of colour, 
from the deepest black, to the delicate demi-white of the beau- 
tiful mestiso. To behold the joyous grimaces, and hear the 
chattering and laughmg of those untutored children of the sun, 
one would be tempted to doubt the bitterness of the draught 
of slavery, so feelingly deplored by our own sentimental tour* 
ist, who threw such a charm over all he touched. On the con- 
trary, they appeared to be the gayest creatures in the universe, 
and slaves alone to the pleasure of the passing hour. 

But it must be admitted, for the honour of our ancient rival, 
that the lot of slavery in the French islands was at all times 
divested of the horrors by which those cruel taskmasters, the 
Dutch and English colonists of former days, rendered the name 
of West India slavery so terrible to the ear, and so appalling 
to the heart of the b^evolent and enlightened Europ^. 

The planters in the Spanish colonies bore the reputation of 
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beng eqaally kind, and attentive to the comforts and wants of 
their dark brethren, as far as the bumble condition of the lat- 
ter admitted: this I can well believe; but to the virtue of the 
French colonists in these respects, I can offer my testimony 
from personal observation, and with the expression of ny hum* 
ble but sincere admiration. 

Before three o'clock our house had poured out the last of its 
visiters, when I prevailed on the general to seek an hourV re- 
pose, which the coolness of his own apartment invited, whihit 
I proceeded to pay my respects to our hostess, who had, the 
previous night, entertained us with distinguished hospitality. 

The Countess lay in a loose muslin dress in her extended 
silken hammock, enjoymg the gentle motion it received from 
the hands of a mulatto girl in attendance, and whom my pre- 
sence for a time released from her task;: but a tetC'^htete with 
a Frenchwoman in her chamber, however customary with pep- 
sons of that nation, rather put me U> the blush. As my eye 
became accustomed to the dimness or petit-jour of the room, 
and each object seemed more distinct to my vision, I could per- 
ceive that the capacious apartment was the seat of every lux- 
ury — a magnificent bed in one alcove — a large porcelain bath 
in another — while on the marble slabs, supported by gilded 
dolphins, which ornamented the piers, were placed ^ases con- 
taining a profusion of the choicest flowers, amidst the varied 
sweets of which the orange and lime blossoms blended their 
rich and almost overpowering perfume. 

My hostess was a very Wely woman. Although by confer* 
sion five and thirty and a child of the tropics, her lustrous eye, 
the wax-like clearness of her skin,, and voluptuous figure, sunk 
full ten years of her age in the eye of admiring youth. The 
thin Holland sheet which overspread her, yielding to the air, 
clung to her finely developed limbs and bosom at each motion 
of the hammock, and embraced its treasure as if enamoured of 
ils place: — 

" Senseless lin«n-^]iapjpier therein than L* 

As I gazed on her fixed and dazzling eye^ either its brilliancy 
er that of my imagination seemed to Ughi the late dim apart- 
ment — I was no longer in the dark ! 

After an houi>'s visit, which appeared but aquarter of the time, 
I retired to my jsoom to ponder on my banheurr'm making such 
a delightful aoquaintance. My reveries were interrupted by 
the appearance of a fine tall negro^. whose services, with those 
of his little mulatto wi(e% the countess had been^kind enough 
to bestow on me during my stay in the island. 

The dinner-hour was five, at which, time w& had the four 
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colonek of the foreign brigade- ta entertaiii. The entity eofi^. 
Fersatioii having been carried on in the Crerman tongue, I was 
quite thrown oat, and coald only take the humbler part of in- 
viting the guests to partake of the several dishes, by their 
French names; which, thanks to the admitted supremacy of 
our Gallic neighbours in Part de la cuuine, renders them oo. 
universally known. 

At night the whole party repaired to the rouge et Tioir taUe^ 
where the bank of Madame Febvre, and the colonml militia 
colonel^ St Clair, presented h finds of about one thousand joes 
(eight thousand dollars.) 

A German could no more live without his pipe than without 
the card& The solemn gravity, the perfect freedom from aH 
aiyiiety as to the &te of £eir large stakes, which these veteran, 
gamblers evinced, excited in my inexperienced mind the greo^ 
est astonishment 

One of the party. Colonel Count Schlamertzdorff, (without 
seeming to think tiie slightest apology necessary for the inde- 
licacy of the action,) divested himself of his jacket previously 
to taking his seat beside the lady of the house; who, with ariched 
forehead, full darkeye, inimitable mouth, lovely contour of faoe, 
long black tresses, surmounted by a tiara of pearls and dia- 
monds, might have stood for the portrait of the seducing queen 
of Egjrpt Here, with all the phlegmatic quietude of his na- 
ture, the count laiddown a heap of gold, probably to the amount 
of two or three hundred pounds; and, in his shirt-sleeves, pun- 
ted away without condescending to bestow a smile or a frpwA 
on the vicissitudes^of fortune. 

I accompanied our hostess as her cavidier sermente, foWovfed 
by two servants in rich livery-coats, vests, and breeches, whose 
hare black legs presented a most unseemly finish to their ra- 
ther tawdry top vestments. 

My declining the first invitation to play did not put me out 
of the pale of sporting society; on the contrary, I held my 
place behind the chairs of the players, enjoying the conversa- 
tion of some very charming women, whom from my heart I 
wished to have seen more amiably employed. I held the &ot<-. 
quel for one, while she made her arrangements on the tablet 
of chance, or for another became the bearer of some delicacy 
from the bufiet; and when the hour of supper arrived, my com*, 
pany was as earnestly and politely requested, as if I had been, 
some rich pigeon, in whose wealth all hoped to participate. 

If at all accessible to the seductions of play, even by the al^* 
lurements and example of the softer sex, here was my hour of' 
danger ; but fortunately I never have had a taste that way. I waa. 
sufficiently amused, but more often pained by merely looking 
on. Some adventurers, elated with their good fortune, would 
fall into the extravagi^nce of embracmg fdl within their reach ; , 
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while within the next half hour I have seen the same pencils, 
on a reverse of luck, retire into a comer, gnawing, tearing, 
and trampling under ^t (amidst the smiles of the more finrtu- 
nate) the detested pack of cards, on the dealing out of which 
their golden dreams had vanished ! 

On one of the many nights which I passed at this temple of 
fortune, while hanging over the shoulder of a veiy lovely yovaag 
woman, I was rather rudely pushed aside by a half-tipsy John 
Bull, an officer or clerk in the Commissary-g^ierals depart* 
ment, who with a handful of joes bore down my humbler 
pretensions to the place I occupied, and I instantly gave way. 

He soon, however, as it appeared to me, was reduced to his 
last stake; and which to the amount I believe of five or six joes, 
he placed upon a card, and almost unconscious of his move- 
ments, reeled into a comer, where, throwing himself into a 
chair, he indulged in a nap. His stake won ; and not being 
withdrawn, was again and again covered by the bankers; 
those engaged in play taking the same care of tfie increase as 
of their own. The run of chance against the bank on that oc- 
casion was 80 truly unfortunate that it became exhausted, and 
was at last declared closed for the night 

Every one scraped up and counted their gains; one heap re- 
maining on the table unowned, amounting m value to seven or 
eight hundred dollars. No person appeared to claim the gifl of 
fortune, till the young lady, witli whom I was in tender conver- 
sation when obliged to make room for the man of rations, 
(who was still sleeping in bis comer,) declared Mens, le Com- 
missaire the owner of the heap. 

He was accordingly roused firom his slumbers to receive the 
intelligence of his good fortune ; and on making his acknow- 
ledgments to the company for their honourable protection of 
his winnings, he invited the whole party to a dejeune a la 
/ourchette and a waltz, the day next but one following, the 
splendour of which convinced me that the commissariat (put- 
ting the chances of roti^c et noir entirely out of the account) 
qaust be a very attractive kind of service. 

The history of one day is that of a season in this country, un*^ 
less when the army takes the field, an event to which we now 
anxiously looked forward. Emissaries had been despatched to 
sound the disposition of the malcontents at Trinidad, the re- 
ports from whom were favourable to the long projected attempt 
on the whole of the Spanish possessions in that quarter. The 
qeeds of revolt against the mother-country were, so early as 
1796, widely scattered throughout all the Spanish settlements 
on the coast of America by the help of British gold and British 
emissaries; but the fruits of this work did not appear for some 
years, and even th^p with very questionable advantages to^ 
Great Britain. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



** Farewell the plumed troop and the big wan,- 
Tbat make ambKion virtue! 
Farewell the neighing steed, and the shrill trump^ 
The spirit-stirring drum, the ear-piercing fife, 
The royal, banner, and all quality. 
Pride, pomp, and cinuunatanca of glocious war!** 



Re-enforcement8 of foreign troops continued to arrive in the* 
islande, and occasionally a British regiment: of the former twa 
corps of French emigrants were sent to St Pieqrre. 

As to what cause it was attributable^ I venture not to give 
an opinion, but immediately after their arrival a dreadful mor- 
tality prevailed. The general aod regimental hospitals were 
crowded, and scarcely an evening passed without an officer, 
and perhaps teu unfortunate men being consigned to the grave. 
The prevailing disease was dysentery: some few cases of the 
yeUow or Bvlam fever appeared ; but even this was doubted by 
one portion of the board of physicians,, assembled by. order of 
the commander-in-chief for the investigation of the subject; 
whilst the other as strenuously insisted on the existence of that 
dieadful disorder in its worst character. 

It afforded but poor consolation to the expiring victim of' 
disease to be assured by his physician or surgeonthat, however- 
fatal its termination, it was not at all events the genuine yeU 
Vjw fever ! 

The war of systems, both for prevention and cure, then raged 
at its full height; the ** water-drinking^^ and ** starvation 
system^^ of Doctor M — ^y was combated by the^'^encroti^ rfief " 
theory of Doctors Y— and R — d ;— both, however, failed ! Hu- 
man life seemed tadepend upon a mere chance; and in hundreds 
of cases those who were least attentive to its preservation, es- 
caped the too general pestilence ; while the more temperate and 
cautious perished. It was, however, observed that the Germans 
suffered less than the French — the British more severely than 
either — ^and of those the carnivorous English more than the 
half herbivorous Irish, or the mealfed Scot ! 

My generaU who was one of the most abstemious of men, 
preserved his health tolerably well during his trying period; 
nut having been, unluckily exposed to a heavy showezLof ralo». 
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he once more showed symptomB of that insidious malady which 
fer years will cling to iboee who have been once its victims. 
Af\er complaining of general chilliness in his blood, he shortly 
after was seized with the succeeding attack of burning fever : 
a few daysof quietness and care served to throw off this aguish 
attack, and he had once more resumed his usual habits, when, by 
a &tal confidence in his amended health, he ventured to attmd to 
the grand dinner, and ball given atGrovemment House, on the 
12th of August, the anniversary of the then Prince of Wales' 
birth-day. 

I had never beheld him to greater advantage. He had that 
morning received figom England a small packet, which, after 
kissing almost a thousand times, I saw kim deposite in his desk, 
and an unusual flow of i^irits that evening lit up his fine ex- 
pressive countenance. But, while in the seeming enjoyment 
of the gay scene, the general was, about ten in me evening, 
suddenly struck with such a general debility nm rendered it 
aeoessary to remove bim instaidly to his bouse, whith^ he 
"was borne by negroes on the same soAl on whidi he bad been 
placed at the &Bt moment of this awful attack. I followed m 
sifence and in sorrow, and couU but ill endure the mise^ of 
seeing him from wham every hour of my life I felt increasiiig 
respect, once more laid on tiie bed of sii^esa 

The chief of the medical staff was soon in atten&nce; be-- 
tween whom and a Frendi physician, who was held in the 
highest estimation by the native fiunilies, a long controversy 
took place. The fermer was for the immediate exhibition dT 
powerfid medicines ; the latter for ** cooling drinks " only. 
l>urin^ this discussion the object of it lay insensible to all that 
passed, seemingly overpowered by a sense of pain, which he 
nad no other mode of expressing than by firmly pressing his 
hands to his temples, as if he would compress that " distracted 

globe" within the compass of his grasp. Calomel carried the 
ay against ptisan, and large boluses were immediately ad- 
ministered, against the warm protest of the French doctor, who 
indignantly retired. 

The situation of the patient was too dangerous to allow me 
to trust him to ordinary care. I determined, therefore, to 
keep wateh myself during the night, to see that the negress, 
who was called in to attend bim, performed her duty ; fer, too 
much accustomed to such melancholy scenes, the feelings of 
such persons are often blunted by their horrid frequency. 

The exhaustion produced by the medicines induced me to 
apprehend that ray general's death was approaching.' A little 
aftier da^ broke I deqntched a messenger for the doctor, who, 
to do him justice, evinced a humane anxiety fer his patient 
which did honour to his heart; while i;^is acknowledged medi« 
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cal skill removed all apprehenmons of injudicious treatment. 
As the day advanced the ball was crowded with inquirers, the 
answer to whom was, " The general still lived, and was no* 
thing worse !" • 

A considerable abatement of the pain in the head enabled 
the genera] to collect his scattered thoughts, and faintljr to ex- 
press his wants to me, who watched every opening of his li[H. 
The admission of a strong light for a moment or two upon hia 
features presented an alteration truly appalling, and struck me 
with a feeling of horror which I could but ill conceal. The 
whole form and character of tliat lately handsome and manly 
countenance had undergone such a change in twelve houra, 
that I am persuaded had I been called to his bedside, not know- 
ing who was its suffering inmate, it would have been impossible 
for me to recognise that fece, with every line c^ whiciv I was 
80 familiar. 

Still, however, I would not allow myself to think his life 
was utterly hopeless ; but towards mid-day my worst fears as to 
the precise and dreadful character of his disorder were excited, 
by the kind and cautious instruction of the physician, not to 
come in too close contact with, or hang over the patient, bat 
to allow the nurse alone to approach him. He then' directed 
me to take some hours' sleep, having ordered one of the hospi- 
tal mates to replace me in attendance, who would perceive 
wbeo an^ chanp^e took place w(iich required his own preseae^ 
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CHAPTER XXVi. 



" A AiUier*s beart shall daily bear 
Thy name upon its secret prayer; 
And as he seeks his last repose, 
Thine image ease life's paf tiog tbnief.** 



Worn out with anxiety and the fetigue of watching for fotrr* 
leen hours, I lay down for some time, and on awaking found my-' 
self so much refreshed as to be equal in my own opinion to the 
task of another night^s attendance. During the whole of that 
day and evening, the general lay almost inanimate, and seem- 
ingly unconscious of bis state, occasionally sinking into short 
aad startling slumbers, from which he would awake with deep-, 
fotchedj heart-rending groans, and an inarticulate murmur of 
the names of those most dear to him. 

His medicines were administered regularly, and received 
without effi)rt; but his strength became every hour ooorq and 
niore prostrated. Sleep overpowered me in the course of the 
night, and on my waking, after some hours* repose, I found that 
my own mulatto servant had taken the precaution of covering 
tee with a counterpane, and had herself watched for me during 
the night * 

The look of the physician on seeing his patient in the morn- 
ing spoke death to my hopes ! I saw the hour was rapidly ap-* , 
preaching that would deprive the world of a brave and good , 
ii^an, and me of a kind protector. The doctor renewed his 
precautions to me for ray own safety, and gave me a prepara- 
tion to apply frequently to my mouth and nostrils. He ex- 
amined my tongue and pulse, and declared my health untouched 
up to that moment ; — " but beware,'^ he added, " of contact at 
that moment which t see, with pain, cannot be far distant !*' 

As the general wisis raised from his bed by the old nurse, I 
perceived a small stream of dark-coloured liquid trickling froni 
the sides of his tnouth; and this deadly appearance destroyed 
my last remaining hope. Medicine could be no longer ad^ 
ministered from the violence of the hicCup. 

It is one of the awful characteristics of this dreadful disease^ 
that within a short period (sometimes only a few minutes) of 
dissolution, the mind suddenly obtains a brief restoration of it^ 
t)owerB ; and, as if awaking from a dream, struggles through the 
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het act of Seeing life! Wkile s^ltng ^ ^c^ Mc»de, 
Borbed in grief^ occasiopally throwilig mf^yes through tbe SkB 
liglit on tSe attenuated form and fane of my respect^ general, 
I was aatoniehed by his addresang me, not iniiis usnal calm 
tone of voice, but in a hurried bal^whiaper-^" iioor« l--^ 
U009X ! — ws WATCHf ' He had not spoken to me so distinctly 
since his attack; but the frequent pressure of his fevered and 
emaciated hand coiiviaGed me that Uiougii incapable of speeeh^ 
he felt that I was still % bis -miei hk faithful and devoted a^ 
attendant! 

I struck the hour by his watch, tbiuking he^wished to know 
the time ; but he seized the chain, and pointed to the key of hi9 
writing-desk, which was linked to it I interpreted his wiejies, 
and brought the desk to his bedside. Be made a sign to mejio 
open it 

The first object that presented itself to me was ^ minature 
picture of his lovely wife, Lady Ai^sta, holding in her eolr 
brace an infant boy of about two years oMw 

I exerted all my strength oJP mind to avoid yieldkig.to those 
outward demonstrations of the ^ef which then wrung my 
heart. Without further sign I p^ed the picture in his han^ 
and made a motion to the nurse to admit a little more' light, 
and retire. 

Who can imagine what must have been hie feelings at that 
awful moment, when mine were so home down by the afflictmg 
sight that ray eyes rained tears, 

" Fast as the Arabian trees 
i^Their medicinal gum r 

He held out his hand to me, and gittsped mine in silent 
gratitude for my fidelity. I pressed it to my almost bursting 
heart, but could not utter a word I He seemed to commune 
with himself, and, as I thought, struggle to give utterance to 
his wishes ; but exhausted nature could no longer support this' 
last and painful effort. He still firmly held my hand with his 
right, while with his left he fondly pressed the picture to his 
lips; and faintly murmuring the sacred name of God and his 
child's, he sunk back upon his pillow, never more to rise ! 

The nerveless hand relaxed its last earthly hold ; and, ds I 
felt the chilling damp of death upon its palm, I placed it gently 
by his side, and did not move from the spot for some time, still 
listening in deep anxiety for one sign of lingering life; but, alas ! 
his noble spirit had for ever fled. 

When the physician appeared to hurry me away from the 
couch of death, afler taking the precaution of returning the 
picture, still dimmed with the expiring si^h of my poor general, 
and securing his pocket-book, and other valuables in his 



tranlts, I bestowed one sad look on the livid corpse, and retired 
witk a stricken and almost broken heart 

But there were duties to be performed to the dead which 
yet required my care. In that country the passage from the 
death-bed to the grave 'is short and unceremonious ! Six o'clock 
that same evening was appointed for the funeral. Detachments 
from the four regiments composing the brigade, amounting to 
twelve hundred men, were ordered to parade at five. Shortly 
after that hour the body was placed in the rude and simple coffin, 
which boasted not of velvet, nor of cloth, nor gilded plate, not 
blazoned scutcheon ! But it had a nobler covering— the untar* 
Aish$d colours of the brave brigade \Vere made its funeral-palU 

Borne on each side of the body, they were lowered over the 
humble shell, on whith rested his hat, his sash, and his inverted 
sword. The bier was carried to the grave by twelve sergeants, 
who volunteered' this last act of duty and respect I followed 
the coffin m6re in feeling than in form the chief mourner! 
Next to me marched Brigade-major Grantz, a brave soldier, 
But a man Whose marble heart seemed impenetrable to every 
tender emotion ; while upwards of one hundred officers of ail 
kinds joined in the sad procession. 

From the churches of St Pierre and St Louis the dull 
knell of death broke on the ear, as we moved mournfully and 
elowly up the steep ascent which led to the place of sepulchre. 

The solemn service for the dead was impressively perforined 
hy the chaplain of the garrison^ and the triple volley, the soU 
dier's last honour, being paid, the grave closed for ever on the 
mortal remains of my brave and noble-hearted general. 

The deep anxiety I folt for the fate of my late chief during 
his illness did not leav^ room for any reflections on my own, in 
die event of losing him. But now that the much-dreaded 
^vent had happene^ they crowded on me v^ith painful weighty 
as I sat bewildered in thought in the splendid desolation of our 
tiow silent and sorrowful house. The family had withdrawn to 
the country three days before ; none but servants remained ; 
imd I passed that night in a state of indescribable misery^ 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 



U ever tboa didst hold sie ia thy heart. 
Absent thee from fbiicity awhile, 
And in this harsh world draw ihy breath in pain 
To tell ny story I 

To collect the deceased general's property, to settle with 
the native servants, and close the accounts of the household, 
which had heen for several months under my stewardship, gave 
occupation to my mind, and assisted to relieve it from that 
weight of wo, which, in spite of all my eflbrts, had nearly 
overwhelmed me. 

My good, my brave general t hurried to an untimely grave 
in the very prime of life — the self-banished victim of female 
folly, if not crime ; the dear innocent boy who yet survived 
him, and who probably would never know his noble Other's 
worth ; whose infantine image was the last object of his earthly 
vision ; whose name was mingled with his own in his last 
prayer to the throne of mercy ! these sad thoughts constantly 
recurred to me, and threw a damp over each rising hope which 
the ardour of youth called up. 

The deputy quarter-master-general. Colonel Driesbaeh, ar- 
rived at St Pierre ftom head-quarters ; and under his directions 
an inventorjr of the late general's effects was drawn out, in 
order to their being disposed of by vendtte^ according to the 
custom of the service. 

I was struck with the peculiar kindness and courtesy evinced 
by this officer towards me, so much his inferior in rank; the 
more so, as it was in those days an unusual condescension. The 
property proved of considerable value: the horses alone sold 
for nearly four hundred pounds. His plate, canteens, clothes; 
accoutrements, horse-appointments, &c., increased that sum to 
upwards of seven hundred. Nothing remained unsold but the 
BVford, which, to my great surprise, the deputy-quarter-^master- 

gmeral delivered into my hands, saying, that one who had so 
ithfully discharged his duty to his general, deserved that 
honourable token for his reward ! To that same sword I owed 
the preservation of my life in 1809. But it was destined for a 
nobler service. There was but one person on earth to whom I 
could resign this proud record 6f mv fidelity ! To the gallant 
aon of the man whose memory will be for ever dear to me — to 
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him it was restored ; and by him in the bloody field of Water- 
loo, the fame of an honoured father's name was revived by the 
valour of his brave son! 

My general had, it seems, been warm in his encomiums on 
my conduct during his first illness at Fort Bourbon, and had 
Icindly brought me under the favourable notice of the conoh 
mander-in-chief during our sojourn at Fort Royal. The good 
physician too had spoken so favourably of my devoted attach- 
ment to my general, during the brief but fatal illness which 
terminated his valuable life, that I had already gained friends 
at head-quarters, to whose hames and favourable sentiments I 
was yet a stranger. 

I wrote a short letter of leave-taking to the kindest of women, 
the comtesse, sending it by her former gift, the slave Prospdre ; 
who, in the course of the same day, returned with his lady'* 
reply to me, and with orders toaccompany me wherever I went 
The same instructions were given to the mulatto girl Marie; 
and by those who know what a vast saving of expense in that 
•country the unpaid services of two such valuable individuals 
«fiect, the compliment can alone be fairly appreciated. 

I repaired, with my sable suite, to head-quarters, not know- 
ing what fate awaited me ; but my reception convinced me 
that I should not be doomed to neglect Although I had neither 
name nor fame to support my pretensions, I found myself an 
object of geoenil re^rd and sympathy^ 

Having rendered in to the deputy quarter-master-general all 
the accounts of my late administration, I was agreeably sur- 
prised at receiving an intimation that on the succeeding 24th 
of the month my name would appear in the general orders as 
assistant quarter-mastet-general on the staff of Major-Gencral 
Peter Hunter (then known by the sobriquet of ^* Blue PeterJ**) 
There was not, at that period, «uch a departmental rank as de- 
puty assistant quarter-master-general ; and the pay of this a{>- 
pointment was three dollars per day, with the allowances of cap- 
tain. 

On, expressing ncty apprehensions that the want of a regular 
military education would prove a great obstacle to my useful- 
ness in my new employ. Colonel Driesbach relieved my mind 
on that score, by stating that an arrangement was then in pro- 
gress, for uniting the officers of the quarter and barrack-mas- 
ters general, and for reforming and consolidating the whole of 
the several stores of camp equipage, barrack furniture, and also 
the commissariat magazines'; in the administration of which, 
the most serious losses had been sustained by neglect and mal- 
versatbn ; and that on the completion of this arrangement^ my 
future labour would probably (unless when the army took the 
fi^Jd} bp eon&nei to (he office duty. 



^•' 



,^A^' 



104 THE STAFF OFFICERf 

The important change herein alluded to, did take place itt a 
few months; when Brigadier-Oeneral Duncan Cameron came 
out from England, in the treble capacity of' quarter-master,, 
barrack-master, and store-keeper general, to the whole of the 
forces in the Leeward Islands. 

I entered on my -duty in a few days, exchanging my gold for 
the silver epaulette; and had the bonoor of being presented in 
form to the commander-in-chief. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie, although then turned of sixty, was a 
hale, well-built person, of middle stature, a strongly marked' 
countenance, but with much benignity of expression ; his long 
and shaggy eyebrows, shaded a pair of keen, penetrating eyes, 
which seemed to search into the f ery soul of the person he ad- 
dressed. His language was quaint, but courteous ; combining 
much of the polish of the high military circles, in which he ha3 
always moved, with that peculiar raciness for which his shrewd 
countrymen are so distingidshed. His neglected grizzle^gray 
hair, barely kept together behind by a sh(»1; tie of riband, added 
ten additional years^ to his appearance. 

Beside him stood his adjutant-general. Brigadier-general 
John Hope, (late Earl of Hopetown ;) even then, at the age of 
thirty, an officer of distinguished service, whose tall and portly 
figure, handsome hut inexpressive countenance, eold and for- 
mal demeanour, with tliat studied neatness of dress, of whicb 
he was ever such an attentive observer, presented a perfect 
contrast to the careless gait and gesture, and the unstudied 
toilet of the general-in-chief, as well as to the frankness with 
which the latter (who, to be sure, was the sovereign of the cir^ 
cle) addressed himself to all. 

Brigadier-General (the late Sir John) Moore, was also pre-^ 
sent; an interesting and warlike-looking man, but an evident 
sufferer from the fatigues c^ his late gallant services and the 
effects of the climate. He had jUst been hGOOured with the 
colonelcy of one of the West India corps. 

No man could possibly stand higher in^ the hearts of his fel*^ 
low-soldiers than the dashing young brigadier, for whose 
daring spirit, no service was too dangerous, no task too difficult ; 
and then happily a stranger to that peace-destroying word "Re- 
sponsibility !" which palsied the actions of bis latter life ! The 
greater number of the gallant men wha adorned that circle^ 
now live alone in the memory of admiring posterity. 

Towards the close of this month, the heat became exces-> 
sive, and the intelligence of the ravages made by sickness, 
amongst the troops in the islands to the leeward was truly ap» 
flicting. A campaign was eagerly desired by all, to break the 
dull monotony ; but the season wa? tOQ fai: advanced foi? any 
operations in the fields 
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The military service in the West Indies, is at best an inglo- 
rious one! A murderous midnight batUc; the sanguinary 
storming of some mountain fort, in which the science of war, 
yields to the desperation of the contending parties; or a desul- 
tory and desolating warfare in the woods, against the poor dis- 
possessed ancient owners of the soil ; these are the only scenes 
m which the barren laurels can be gained, and even when 
obtained, tiie victors and the vanquished quickly fill one com- 
mon grave« 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 



** When o*er this world by eqoitiocttal rains. 
Flooded immenie, looks out the jt^lera sun, 
And draws the copious steam from swampy fena^ 
Where putxeijiction into life ferments, 
And breathes destructive myriads. 

I 

The occasionally heavy rains tempered the fiercenefls of die 
scorching atmosphere ; but there was danger in the relief. The 
fi>ul and fetid exhalations from tlie surrounding soil, every acre 
of which, in the vicinity of the British quarters, was fattened 
with the bodies of BRrrisB YicnuBi but saperfieially buried, 
carried pestilence on their winga 

To those who have never huA experience <of tropical rains, 
it would be difficult to convey an adequate idea of their fbrce: 
compared to which the heaviest showers of these climates would 
seem but 

** As the ^ntle rain flrora heaven. 
Descending on the place beneath." 

As the tempestuous months advance, they become more and 
more terrific, accompanied by the most astounding claps of 
thunder. It is at such moments that the mind of the European 
is struck with all the horrors of the climate. 

It having beeu found necessary to hold a board of infi9)ectioo, 
Ibr the concentration of all the military articles, in the various 
stores of St. Ijucie,, St. Vincent's, St^Kitt's, Grenada,. Domini- 
ca, &c. Sic,, the deputy quarter-master-^eneral, with two as- 
sistants, a ma^r of artillery, and the chief engineer, sailed in 
the month of September. It was my lot tabe called on as one 
of the assistants^in order to officiate as secretary to the boaid. 
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etating that we left it after two days* sojourn, in which time 
five officers had fallen victims to the horrid pestilence, far, far 
from home, with not one friend to close their eyes. We had 
exchanged at St Lucie our incommodious hoat for a brig or 
war, which I often thought would have been ingulfed during 
some of those frightful squalls which assailed us in the course 
of our voyage between the islands. 

At each of the stations we visited, the commissioners saw 
quite enough to convince them of the necessity of an immedi- 
ate and sweeping reform in every branch of the public ser- 
vice. 

Whatever neglect had not destroyed or rendered useless, 
peculation had seized on as a lawful prize. The accounts of 
the commissary or store-keeper were generally wound up by 
the hand of death ; and long before an earthly audit could l^ 
entered upon, the unfortunate accountants obtained their qul« 
etus from the merciful decree pf the Great Comptroller of hu,- 
man destin]^. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



** When ignorance is bliss, His f9lly to be wise.** 

Although our visit was paid at the most unpropitious sea- 
son, it was rendered the less intolerable from, the invariable 
^ kindness and hospitality which awaited us at every island.. In- 
deeds if I were 1^ sum. up the Creolian character m a few sen- 
tences, I would say the men are, generous, frank,, kind, and 
hospitable to strang;ers, affectionate to their families, and ho- 
nourable in all their transactions. The .women are really de- 
lightful! their kindness is free from all affectation; and each 
day passed amongst them, discovers to the admiring stranger 
some new and pleasing trait of character: they are the chast- 
est of wives, the fi)ndest of mothers, and roost faithful of 
friends 

If education and the force of habit has. brought them to con- 
sider their black- brethren as an inferior order of the creation,, 
merely ihe link, between humanity and tlie brute, the fault ia 
in their i^stem,.not their hearts: pride and policy combine to 
rivet the chains, and perpetuate the degradation of the unfor*-- 
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tunate blacks. To treat a person of colour otherwise than with 
that contemptuous distinction which marks his separation from 
the children of a lighter hue, would be stigmatized as a de- 
grading act of condescension, amounting to a crime. 

In the British, fiutch, and Danish islands this principle is 
carried to the extreme of severity. Happily the day may yet 
arrive, when, without the intervention of pseudo-philanthropists 
or Methodistical missionaries, the good-work of mental eman* 
cipation from the bonds of ignorance and superstition may pre- 
pare the way for that glorious consummation — ^Universal Firee- 
dom! 

Having been detained several days at St. Christopher's, or, 
as it is usually called, St. Kitt's, I had an opportunity of making 
minute observations on the interior economy of a large planta- 
tion, which belonged to the late John M*Namara, Esq., whose 
beautiful daughters (one of whom became Lady Cranstoun, 
another Lady Tyrwhitt Jones,) were then in playful childhood, 
running about the veranda of the house, delighted with the 
stranger's visit 

On this large estate several hundred negroes were at work, 
in the intervals of fine weather, ^onoe hoeiuff i^. the cane field, 
others cutting down the guinea grass, or £ose unwholesone 
weeds which every where sprung up in rank luxuriance. 

Many, who were expert and useful handicraftsmen, were 
engBsed at their several occupations, as millwrights, 
ters, harness-makers, snjitbs, &c^ 

Those employed in field labour, were, as far as I could ob- 
serve, an inferior race, at once lazy and loquacious: half their 
time is passed in noisy disputations and personal squabbles^ 
which the jerker*s whip alone can effectually suppress. This 
terrific functionary, perched on a stone, which overlooked the 
general line of slaves, |^ve three or four cracks of his long« 
lash whip to be^et awml attention and silence. He then de* 
livered a short lecture in his extraordinary dialect, and very 
poolly descending, walked to the parties on whom he deter- 
mined to operate by way of example ; and with a dexterity pe- 
culiar to his race, infiicted a few lashes with the verv point of 
his lengthy flagellator, usually standing at four yards distance 
from his victim, who, whether male or female, instead of seek"* 
ing safety in fiight, or crouching under the lash, stood boldly 
to the punishment either in dogged silence, or renewed abuse! 

The whip here referred to, is,,or was, at the time I mention, 
formed of a handle of wood not twenty inches long, the lash 
of hemp or leather twisted, and so long as to form a coil of se- 
veral circles round the neck of Uie jerker, while tho short 
handle hung down in front over the left shoulder as his badge 
of office aod power, I*(p(wiU>standin^ the estreime length of 
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the lash, the precision with which the wretch could strike any 
particular spot with its extreme point was such, that he would 
engage to whip the small silver coin called a bit, not larger 
than sixpence, from the back of a negro at four or live yards' 
distance — a feat to which the negro will often submit, for the 
gratification of the coin thus displaced, although with the loss 
of tioice its breadth qf skin. 

The assembling of the working slaves at dawn of day and 
after meal times is effected by the sonorous crack of the mighty 
whip — a noise as loud as the report of a musket, which it lesd 
resembles than the explosion of a large-sized detonating ball. 
It has the same short, sharp sound ; a sound which oft^n made 
my flesh creep from the associations it inspired. 

Almost #very negro industriously iqclined, (and I believe all 
those with females called wives,) had his small patch of ground 
tohimselfj in which was erected his little wigwam, surrounded 
by a garden, in which he raised fruit and vegetables, besides 
rearing some domestic fowl. These were his own, the wages 
of industry exercised by himself and his mate at early day, in 
the cool of the evening, and on the mornings of Sunday, em- 
phati(j§LlI^ c:.rted ^ negroes holiday** the forepart of which 
happy day is spent in carrying to market, and selling the pro- 
duce of his little farm. In this he is assisted by his wife, who, 
in addition to a heavy head-load, will often be seen carr}ring an 
"(flfiHIf tn her arms, and another on her back, deriving its sus.- 
tenance fVom the mother over the shoulder ; while the husband 
himself, heavily laden, occasionally relieves her from the latter 
burden. There is no part of the negro character so estimable 
as his aflection to the partner of his toils, and his fond atten- 
tion to their oflkpring. 

The afternoons of Sunday are spent in the amusements of 
dancing, singing, and all the noisy mirth in which their rude 
mmds take delight Quarrels on these occasions are. rare, and . 
generally confined to a war of words ; when all the vile epi- 
thets bestowed by the white overseer on the poor negro are 
dealt out from black to black with most ludicrous inconsist- 
ency. I have heand one say to the other, " Dam you eye, you 
dam black tief!" "I cut you black liber out!" or, " I see de 
black blood in you eye, you dam negro tief," 

Although the character of the negro dance may be termed 
indecent, I have seen even blacks shocked at the sight of a 
waltzing couple, while they stood straining their huge eyes 
into tile halls or parlours of jgreat houses. It is well known 
that whatever may be their feultm this race are wholly exempt 
from the imputation of tiiose vices which defbrm more civilized 
pations. 

General incontinency ip not only discouraged, but severely 
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punished; and marriages^ such sm they are, are often more 
htsting and happy than those entered into under more imposing 
fi)rms and ceremonies, — promoted and encouraged by the re- 
wards held out to the virtuous and industrious. 

Infidelity to the hushand is a crime of rare occurrence, and 
if discovered, the vengeance of tlie injured party never sleeps. 

These people have intuitively a very strong idea* of a Su- 
preme Being, of the immortality of the soul, and of a future 
state of joy or misery. Their " HebherC^ is considered as a 
place of rest from all labour — an endless range of fields, per- 
petually Tcrdant, flowery, and full of fruits; abounding in 
streams of cool water; where they may live and love, and be 
merry for "e66a and ebbaT^ "No workee, no floggeeP^ 
Their hell is the reverse, — hard work, flogjo^ee, floggee, no 
play, no cool wata, no chuck'Chbumbo /" but, " burn, bum in fire 
wid Debil ! • !" 

Certain meddling missionaries have done much to poison 
the stream of their contented ignorance, by their presumptuous 
attempts to explain those mysteries of our holy religion, to 
which the wisest and greatest of our divines in all ages have 
bowed the head in silent reverence, thereby nearly extinguish- 
ing the first slight gleaming of the Gospel light, which the 
more sensible of that order had kindled. 

I had once an opportunity of hearing a newly baptized negro 
expound to his dark brethren his version of the Christian creed 
as follows : — 

"Silence, ebbaree body! — What you all tink of Gror 
Amightee?'^ said the sable lecturer. "Well, I tell you— 
ech !* Gor Amightee, great man ! — him lib in fine house, all 
gole and silba, behin de sun, because for nobody see him-^ch! 
him born long time ago^nobody tell how long ! him make us 
all — man, an woman, an boss, and mool, an fish, an little bird ! 
him kill us all when him please !** (shuddering among the list* 
eners,) — " ech ! him hab one son, him call Jasee Chrisee ! him 
come down one day from him Fadda house in Hebbeu'^-^ind him 
preachee — preachee good ting for negro man ! but one buckraf 
tief detn call Ponsee Pilee, catch him preachee-*4und hang 
him upon cross-tree— den sen him down to hell for tree day r 
(Loud imprecations against ' dam buckra tief, Ponsee PUee /' 
from the crowd.) " Well — what you tink, ech 1 him slip away, 
and get up gen to Hebben^^n tell him Fadda — an he soon sen 
Debil for kill Ponsee Pilee, and kick him down hell for ebba 
and ebbaT (Shouts of delight from the hearers.) " Now lis- 
sen what I tell you, all, ebbaree body ! You go to hell if you 

* An ejaculation peculiar to the negroeii 
t Wliite man. 
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tief firom msfisa ! yoa go to liell if you lick^ yoti wife an piecaninli 
an get drank too much 1 Yoo ^ to bell if yoo not give poor 
man dropau wata^ when tiim sick, fbr cool him mont, au not 
work fbr iadda au mudda^ when dem old, and lie down— ^ 
ech!!!" 

Now here is a sjnstem of morality wliieh would do honour to, 
«ny age or nation ; — ^fidelity to your master^-'-afi^ion to your 
wife and children--sobriety — ^pity for the sick and needy— «nd 
dntiflil attention to the aged and helpless parent 

Those who wish to know a little more of negro lifb should 
read that excellently written little volume, entitled, "Snt 
uojiTHs IN THF Westt lirDiEB ;*' tho lively author of which 
accompanied Bishop Coleridge to his dingy diocess, some few 
years back; and who therein powerfully contrasts the condition" 
of the much pitied, but essentially happy black slave of the 
West Indies with that of the proud and self-sufficient wBDrtf 
slave of manufacturing England ! Which of the two beings 
are most favoured by Providence admits not of a moment's ar^ 
gument' 

As for that gti^tute slavb, the parish pauper, he is infinitely 
more miserable, in every respect, than the meanest working 
negro of the field; yet even he, poor crawling creature as he 
is, will be found, with all the overweening vanity of his na- 
tion, subscribing bis weekly penny to the fund for " melio^ 

BATING the CONDITION of the BLACKS ! ! {" 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



^'Theire shall they rot—ambttion'a honoured foolsT 
Yes, honour (hicks the ittiT that wiape titieir clay 1 
Vatu sophistry 1 in these behold the tools, 
The>rokeiit(X>lB, which tyrants cast away r' 

Our hng was upwiards of three weeks beating ujr to Marti^ 
•Aique. On our arrival, we found the preparations for the ex- 
f)edition to Trinidad in a forward elate, and' the troops tolerably 
iiealthy: oar com^ander-inrchief was an enemy to useless pa- 
iiide, and eddom had the garrison dtit wlieh their exposurt 
<50Mld be avoided. 

My forenoons were generally employed in the quarter-maii- 
terrgeneral!^ ■office; my evenings ia private musical and 
dancing parties, or an occasional lounge into the grand gamiiif 
^loon ; the bankpf whicb^ belonging to the same parties, had 
been transferred from St Pierre to Fort Royal^ and was then 
established at the house of the celebrated Madame Chassevei^ 
€nrigimtU fabricateur of the no less «felebrated veritable Mar" 
tiniqus noyau. It was under her auspices that the French 
jabricateur Gmomeiiaoti became initiated in the mysteries of 
the manufacture of this delicious Je^tceur, and gained thaC 
knowledge, which rendered his name and his noyau so famous, 
not only throughout Europe* but in every civilized portion of 
the habitable globe. 

This venerable old lady, then about eighty years of ages 
was a b^buty in wrinkles ; her. head was quite a study,— every 
feature of a fsuce, that must have b^cn lovely in its day, pre^ 
seirv^ in its regularity — her eye emitting in its last twinkling 
fipark aportioaof that brilliancy Ibr which it had been once so 
celebrated. 

In a rich lace dress, of the age of the fifteenth Loiiis, with 
high coifie lind pendant lappets of Brussels point, this aged co- 
quette would take her seat at the table of rortune, and game 
With an avidity which proved thd inveteracy of her passion -for 
this all-prevailing vic^. ' 

Her suf^rs were splendid, and refireshments were, during 
the hours of play, profusely distributed ; yet her profits were, I 
was told, considerable^ the drawer into which fortunate game- 
sters placed their dmtceur^ after a certudn number of winnings^ 

Vol* It li 
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firequentlv producing one hundred joes a night, and which sum 
became the joint prdit of the bankers and hostess. 

I had now been nearly two seasons in the West Indies, and 
had not as yet had an bourns serious illness. My habits of 
temperance, however they might hare proved a general safe- 

fuard, could not wholly iiave been relied on as my tegis of 
ealth ; for some of the most abstemious, of all ages fell vic- 
tims to those horrid diseases of the country which baffle all 
medical speculation, either for prevention, or specific treat- 
ment, the physician being generally obliged to vary his mode 
of treatment, according to the habit of the sufierer. Thus I 
have known botUed porter administered profusely, and with 
the best effect, by a medical man of eminence, to a brother of 
tile profession (his junior, be ttremarkedi)dtinng the progrea^ 
of a bilious fever and flux; while the exhibition of poison could 
not have been more strictly prohibited than this seducing bevo- 
vage to patients of a diflerent temperament, afflicted with the 
same disease, and the same general symptoms, and whose only 
diluent was toast and water or ptisan. 

The great bavoc in these climates, it must be confessedf 
fidls on the regimental offic^^ whose duties, even under .the 
mild administration of the most humane and considerate com- 
mander-in-chief, are at all times necessarily severe and trying 
in all the islands. 

The enemy had, at the period referred to, a considerable 
force in the West Indies, and their emissaries were active in 
tlieir attempts t» incite the coloured population of the lately 
conquered islands to rise against their new masters. To cocm* 
teract these machinations^ every measure which a humane and 
sound policy could suggest was adopted by those prudent and 
vigilant officers, to wiK>m the safety of these important con- 
quests was intrusted. The arrangements being complete, the 
grand expedition to the Spanish Main (as it was understood 
by the troops) sailed from Martinique and Barbadoes, joined by 
iwier forces from islands to leewani. I have already declared 
that it forms no part of my plan to enter into the details of 
battles by land or sea ; the events of the late war have been 
historically detailed by a variety of persons better qnalified fx 
the task than a young sabaltern of^ my then standing in the 
service, who could only speak of those circumstances eaaamf 
within that circumscribed sphere of action which added Trim- 
dad to the British transatlantic dominions. It will suffice in 
closing this slight mention of this expedition, to state, that iu 
the portion of it which bears on the operations against that is^ 
land, the measures were planned with prudence, conducted 
with spirit, and crowBed with complete success; whilst those 
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undertaken against Porto Rico presented a humiliating co;^ 
trast 

My humble share in the danger, honour, and profit of these 
expeditions, may be summed up in a few sentences — a large 
hole in .the sleeve of my jacket, and as small a one as an ounce 
ball generally makes in the fleshy part of mjr left arm, a cap- 
tain Tieutenantcy in the — ^th West India regiment, and about 
fourteen pounds (net after all drawbacks) prize money ! which 
I esteemed myself fortunate in realising a year after the afiair 
from a London Jew. 

On the return of the expedition to Martinique, some weeks 
were passed in replacing garrisons temporarily reduced or 
withdrawn, forming the permanent military establishments at 
the several islands ; after which, it was ^nerally understood, 
our highly estdemed commander-in-chief would return to 
Epgland. 

An idea of a general peace (on what grounds I did not then 
probably take much trouble to inquire,) was prevalent at this 
period ; and received strength from an order issued by his ex* 
cellency on granting leave of absence to his adjutant-general. 
Brigadier General Hope, to proceed to England, on which 
announcemrat an epimmmatical allusion was made to Gene- 
rtd Peace. At lengm our good g[eneral-in-chief took leave of 
a command which was honoured m his hands, and was suc-^ 
ceeded pro tempore in charge of the West Indies by General 
Moresheed, ui^ the arrival of Lieutenant-Genertd Cuyler, 
i^ln arn?^ Iq take the command in the fiill of the year 1797.. 
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CHAPTER XXXL 



*> When dire Disease, with all her host of paini , 
Chills the warm tiMe which flowv along; the veisf^ 
Not to |he aching frame atone confined, 
Unyieldipj; pangs assail the drooping mind ; 
Yet less the pang when thro* the tedious hoar 
Bemerabrance slisds around her genial power." 

It was ipy rare good fortune hitherto never to have beeir 
obliged to keep my bed from illness for one day, except the 
short period that the wound in my arm confined me to my^ 
cabin in the Scipio, (an old rasee oi 64,) where every comfbrt 
and the kindest attention were bestowed on me; bot my hour 
of trial at last arrived. 

I was at a party at the house of the frocurewrdu rot, in the 
highest spirits, when a frightful loss of memory- or oonfusioa 
of ideas suddenly oppressed me, attended with a dfegree or 
fiiintness which I had never in my life before felt I find it im- 
possible to describe this peculiarlv horrifying sensation; it 
seemed as if the cold hand of death nad beenlaS Hpon me, and 
the-reeling world appeared fading away before my dim vision- 
My first impulse was to make a rush to the sideboard in order 
to obtain a draught of sangaree ; but I fell prostrate on the floor 
before I had accomplished half the distance to it, when I be- 
came insensible. 

In this state I was bor»e by two cheers of the regiment of 
Walstein (one, the accomplished Colonel Count Rouvre, the 
other. Captain Villeneuve, nephew to the late admiral,) across;, 
the street to my quarters, as they refused to trust me to the 
care of the slaves in attendance. On being placed in my bed 
in a recumbent posture, my senses after some time became a 
little more collected. My first thoughts, as may be conjectured^, 
brought me back to the recollection of that awful moment, when, 
I beheld my poor general attacked in a manner so nearly sirai- • 
lar, as to leave no other impression on my mind but that mine, 
was the beginning of that dire disease, which left no hope be-, 
hind! Well, thought I, be it so; there are many others* 
whose loss would be more deeply felt by their friends and by. 
society. 
. The symptom thal^ inspired most hppe within me yi9A i}x% 
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total absence of that ezerueiating headach, with which the 
general's disorder conunenced. Mine was in a great measure 
me fVom intense pain, and mj senses were every moment ac- 
qiuring their usual composure ; so that when the surgeon who 
.was nearest at hand appeared, they were sufficiently collected 
to enable me to explain all my feelings and Efymptoms withi 
clearness and aecoraey. 

The extreme coldness of ray feet caused him to order them> 
to be placed in hot water immediately, while he prepared some 
medicine. This process having been perfin'med, and the icy 
fyel at my lower extremities being exchanged fi>r the usual 
glow ^natural heat, I felt myself somewhat revived ; but i^r 
another quarter of an hour's rest, a violent attack c^cholenit 
which baffled all the surgeon's skill to subdue, brought me in 
twelve hours to the gfates of death. The medical director- 
^neraU who was called in^ waa with me every other hour 
3uring this alarming period,, and the watchful surgeon scarcely 
ever quitted my bedside during the night. A sound sleep, pre-^ 
ceded by 8yncq[>e, which fell upon me towards morning, seemed 
to him, as he afterwards assured me, to be the sleep of deaUi^ 
previously to which he bad, for the first time,, succeeded in ad- 
ministering a small portion of medieine^ 

With kind anxiety he attended ficom hour to hour, until 
satisfied that he had turned the tide of the disorder, when he 
began to entertain those hopes for the preservation of my life, 
which the previouslv convulsed state ormy stomach had almost 
totally extinguished. But the exhaustion occasioned by the 
ravages of the disease, and the effect of powerful medicine, 
was 80 great, that I became in a few days a mere existing 
shadow, and my kind medical friepd look^ hourly for my dis- 
solution,. 

I had reason to hail it as a blessing that the powers of mv 
mind had become enfeebled, even to perfect childishness, with 
the prostration of all my bodily faculties. I lay a poor, passive, 
helpless creature, in the hands of the attendants. On one 
occasion the signs of death were apparently so evident, Uiat 
the M negress who nurse-tended me stretched. my limbs; and 
after placing a quarter-dollar over each of my sunken eyeballs, 
^e considered her task ended,, and withdrew. I was partly 
sensible of what was passing, and indistinctly heard the shriek 
of the poor mulatto girl who had been so long my faithfiil at- 
tendant; but, in such a state of powerless inanity, as to be in- 
capable of word or sign« 

Shortly after^ the worthy surgeon paid his next visit, and 
saw the kind-hearted girl» as she sat weeping and murmuring 
the negro lament, (a Tow and pensive kind of whine,) outside 
^ door of my chambee; A Captaia Blake» of the Royal Irish; 
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Artillery arrived at the same time to make bis inqairfes ,' and 
the surffeon having apprehended ray death from sheer de- 
bility, felt no surprise at the announcement of my supposed de- 
cease. He, however, entered the room, and standing at the 
foot of the bed, fi^ed. his eyes on my body in conftemplatiTe 

Paddy Blake, (as he was called,) who was warmly attached to 
me, seeing a something in my appearance to excite his hopes, 
placed one of his fin^era on the carotid artery, and then to my 
neart, declaring, wim an oath, that he felt pulsation — a decla- 
ration, which roused the surgeon (who was both a humane and 
a skilful man) from his sorrowful reverie, and called his hopes 
once more ii)to life. 

Xhe pulsation was scarcely discernible to the touch ; but in 
the course of an, hour it assumed a more natural and. healthful 
character — ^I had passed the awful crisis ! Great caution, how- 
ever, was requisite in administering restorative medicine ; but, 
by th^ help of care, the most perfect medici 1 skill, and better 
than all, the kindness of the physician, a few days enabled liim 
to pronounce my life out of danger. 

But, O; heavens ! how shall I describe the horror I felt at my 
dreadfully shattered state, when permitted to crawl about 
the roopn. supported by my afiectionate little attendant on the 
one side, and Prospere on the other ! The reflection of my 
emaciated and altered countenance in the glass absolutely un- 
manned me, and I almost sunk to the floor as I gazed on this 
terrific testimony of my late suflTering and danger ; yet, so 
fondly do we cling to life, that I should have embraced it, with 
all its cares and sorrows, even on the condition of remaining 
for the remn^int of my days the appalling spectacle I then 
presented ! 

It was in. tlie progress of my recoveiy that I experienced 
all the advantages of that habitual temperance, which was with 
me a constitutional virtue. 

A change of air having been recommended, I took the first 
opportunity of proceeding to St Pierre on leave for a month, 
accompanied by the faithfu] pair, Prospere and Marie. I 
took up my quarters in that house which called up so many 
sad recollections; not, hpwever, in the same suite of rooms^ 
but in one of the apartments occupied by the family of the 
comtessOt whose kind and unremitting attention left me nothing 
to wish for. When my strengh w,as sufiiciently restored to 
enable me to sit on horseback, we set out for the family estate 
—a large plantation situated about three leagues from St. 
Pierre. 

This change of residence was caused by a kind solicitude 
for my health, which this excellent woipan took tjie most teiw. 
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der care to re-establish bj every attention to my comforts which 
her generous heart could suggest After a fortnight's resi- 
dence in this delightful retreat I felt new life; but the full 
strength and vigour of my youth was not to be regained in this 
climate, even under such favourable circumstances; I had been 
too deeply stricken by the hand of sickness. I felt an entire 
change of scene necessary to my restoration; I accordingly 
wrote to the quarter-master-general, submitting mj request fi>r 
leave to take a voyage for a month or six weeks m one of his 
Majesty's vessels cruising on that station. In a few days I 
was favoured with a very flattering letter, expressive of the com* 
mander-in-chiers satiraaction at the reports received of my 
amendment, and stating that his Excellency was disposed to 
pay favourable attention to my wishes, should they lead me to 
request a few months leave of absence |o proceed to Europe. 

It may seem strange that my wishes had not turned on home 
in the first instance ; but England had in it nothing to^ attract 
me, — the world was my home — ^to me all places were alike, 
but when the alternative was presented to me in such gratify- 
ing terms, aU my thoughts of hgme and country were pleasingly 
revived. 

I did not hesitate to follow up the hint so kindly given, and 
after a few days longer delay at Cayspilote, bade adieu for ever 
to the kind and generous eomtesse; and bestowing suitable 
presents on my faithful servants Prospdre and Marie, (the for- 
mer of whom insisted on staying with me to the last,) I took 
mv departure for Fort Royal with a party of naval officers, in 
whose well-manned barge I had a pleasant passage of three 
hours. In two days T appeared before a medical boafd, who 
instantly decided on the expediency of a change of air; and or 
whose report my leave for three months was put in general or- 
ders, with an understanding that the three were to ^ extended 
to fix mon^s, on reporting myself to the adjutanjt-geoeral's. 
Ol^ce in E2pgland.. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



**Take up the bodies ; sacb t Bight tt thir 
BoeomeBtha hattle-'bat f hows here amiss. " 

pRETiovaLT to my taking a final leave of Martiniqiie, it wm 
my painful duty to lie present at the carrying into effect the 
sentence of a general court-martial upon two deserters. 

The first of these was a sergeant of the regiment of Wal- 
stein, named Jean Louis Rousseau, a Breton, who had joined 
the resist standard as a volunteer when only seventeen years 
of age; and whose gallant conduct had attracted the fiivour-^ 
able notice of his unfortunate chief, Count Sorabreuil, 1^ whom; 
he bad been promised an c^cer^s commission. Unfortunately^ 
this promise had been forgotten or neglected by those who sue-, 
ceeded to command after the massacre of the brave count; and 
the youth found himsdf drafted into a corps in which his meri* 
torious services were unknown, and his claims to promotion 
disregarded. Aft»r four years' meritorious service, feeling 
himself deserted, and stung with neglect,, in a paroxysm of dis* 
gust and indignation he formed the desperate resolution of' 
going over to the enemy. 

An opportunity soon presented itself. Having been detach- 
ed with a party of fifteen men to a distant point of the island,, 
he prevail^ on eight of the party, all Frenchmen, to become 
the sharers of his perils and his crime. Seizing on a> fishing 
canoe, they put off to sea, braving all the hazards of the ocean, 
with the vain hope of reaching Guadaloupe before their deser-. 
tion could be known. 

The distance firom St Pierre's to the post at)which tliis oc^ 
currence took place, caused a delay of a day and a half before 
the intelligence was giv^i by one of the party despatched to^ 
head-quarters for that purpose ; when a sloop of war instantly 
put to sea in pursuit of tlie fugitives; and on the third day or 
their ill-judged expedition it captured their almost foundering- 
bark. 

Of the crew three had already perished from fiimine, thirst,. 
«nd fiitigue; the remaining six lay ind^wble of exertion,, and 
apparently indifferent to their fate. 

On his trial this, ill-fated youlh, not more than twenty-one^ 
years of age, made a powerful and afllMsting defence,, in which. 
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tbe broken promises of his superiors, his past and unrequited 
services, the distraction caused by the disappmntment of all 
his hopes and expectations, formed the chief topics. 

But the crime of deserting over to the enemy in open day 
with one half of his guard was an ofience which even the most 
humane commander could not fail to visit with the heaviest 
penalty of military law. The sentence of death was passed upon 
all ; but commuted, with respect to the privates, for corporal 
punishment, to the number of one thousand lashes each ! But 
the fate of the sergeant was inevitable! The awful sen- 
tence, "to BE SHOT TO DEATH," was Confirmed by the com- 
mander-in-chief; and three days only were allowed to the un- 
happy youth to prepare for the dreadful execution. 

The other culprit was a man of the name of Whitehead, 
private in the 4i3rd regiment, a native of Lancashire, con- 
demned to death, as the words of his sentence expressed it, 
for being guilty of repeated desertion. The appearance of 
the two unhappy bein|^« on the fatal mom of execution, was as 
dissimilar as it is possible to imagine : and this contrast was not 
more observable in their persons than in their demeanour 
during the last awftil hour of life. 

When marched along the line, consisting of two thonsand 
file of men, preceded by the muffled drums beatinfif the dead 
march, the handsome young Frenchman horo himself with the 
most perfect dignity and composure. Stopping for one instant 
when arrived li^fore the colours of his own regiment, he raised 
his pinioned arm high as its bindings would permit, and shout* 
ed, "Vive le Roi !' which was responded by every officer and 
soldier of the corps, the gre&tov numhet of whom, thoush they 
had so often encountered death in the field, and "otSeit un* 
U9ed to the melting moad,^* dropped tears of pity. 

If mercy could have been extended to him, surely, thoughl 
I, this was the afiecting moment to exercise that godlike pri- 
vilege: but, alas! there was no commander in chief present, tQ 
whom an appeal could be made, and the hard duty of the of- 
ficer in immediate command was specific. 

The wretched Englishman, alreadv half dead with terror, 
was supported, indeed, almost lifted, along by two of the 
provo6t-martial*s assistants. The firing party, which waa 
formed in the rear of the line, did not appear until the con- 
demned had taken their stations, aboRt thirty yards in fronts 
where, kneeling on their coffins, they awaited their final doom. 

The Frenchman earnestly entreated to be allowed to meet 
his fate with unbandaged eyes ; a request which the provosts 
marshal in my opinioh, humanely refused. A French friar who 
Attended upon Rousseau placed the cnfcifix to his lips, which, 
devoutly pres^mg, he prayed for aQ, instant,, apd thep heaving; 
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one deep sigh, he spoke no more I The headage was tied oyer 
hJb eyesi which closed for ever on this wcnrld of sorrow ! I 
watched his cottoteoance with the deepest attenti(Hi, but could 
not perceive a qoiver on his still ruby lip, or the digfalest 
change of complexion; tiie rosy tide of life mantled o'er his 
Uoomin^ features to the latest moment Was this heroism, or 
insensibility? Those who had heaid his animated d^ence, 
could not for a moment suspect the latter. His hands had been 
'Crossed over his breach; he changed their position, as if desi- 
rous of leaving his heart open to Uieir first fire :-^if such were 
his object it was accomplished ! 

The poor Lancastrian proved a mere driveller ; his piercing 
cries and supfrfications ror life, up to the last moment of his 
existence, were horrifyinff to the ear. At length, all being 
ready, the provost-marshal, while endeavouring to pacify the 
Wretched Whitehead, waved his handkerchief ror the advance 
cf the firing party: they moved with silent footsteps in a line of 
single files, twelve of the 43d, and twelve of the Walstein* 
halting by signal in firont of their victims^ When little more 
than SIX yar£ distant, they came to the ** Present 1'* a shudder* 
ing murmur crept through the ranks, particularly those of the 
bl£ck corps; but in another instant the handkerchief fell to the 
ground^ and the criminals were no more. 

Seven bullets ^iettd the body of the emaoiated Whitehead, 
ihrni which issued streams of blood! while from the fulland 
florid Frenchman, scarcely one drop could be seen to stain his 
milk-white vest He had received but three wounds^ ^ the 
Uast efikem a deatV 

Of all ailitMy duties which eould fkH to the lot of the a& 
'ficer or tite soldier, this must be by far the most melancholy. 
The bodies were left in charge of Uie provost-mandial and sur- 
|reoBs; while the troops withdrew to tiiehr several barracks, the 
9fes and drums (no IcHiger muffled with crape) playing a lively 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 



** Gome, let at danoeAnd rinf , 
Wliilit ALL Barbados* mellb ihaU ring." * 



I OBTAnnD) a passage to Barbadoea in a beautifttl armed 
king's schooner, the falcon, with an order to the agent for 
transports at that island^ for a passage id a British transport 
My anl[iety ta reach England, now presented a stron? con' 
trast to my late perfect indifference. The very idea had so 
improved my appearance, spirits, and activity, that T doubt 
whether, if I had again been summoned before the medical 
board, tiiey would not have withdrawn their indulgence. . 

At Barbadoes I took up my quarters at Nancy Clarke's, 
where, in a kind of barrack-room containing twenty beds, con- 
sisting of a well filled bag of dried Indian-corn grass, a decent 
bolster, with a couple of sheets^ either pkced on a stretcher, 
or laid on the floor, I was content to pass my nights in Company 
with the motley groups of army and navy officers, captains of 
ships and others, who, from choice or necessity, remained oq 
shore. My company was varied every night ; and there was 
such an influx and reflux, that it was with great difficulty I 
contrived to maintain my own comer undisturbed. 

Although no longer indulged with the luxury of musquito 
curtains, uiese insidious tormentors passed over without bestow* 
ing a single sting upon me, while they flew in clouds to feast 
on the new blood .of the unseasoned fresh men< Their whiz^ 
zing noise (something like the singing of a tea-kettle half emp* 
tied of its fluid) proved as great an enemy to sleep, as the roar<« 
ings and cursings of my tormented fellow-lodgers. For the 
accommodation of this shakedown bed, a scrambling kind of 
breakfast, but an excellent and abundant dinner, I paid three 
dollars per day, and generally found some neighbour to join 
me in the expense of a bottle of porter, and another of Ma- 
deira. 

Miss Nancy Clarke was too great a woman in pride, in size, 
and in circumstances, to discompose herself by appearing in 
any other character than that of receiver-general of money, 
and of those compliments which custom had rendered necessa- 
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ly to ensure civility from her dark myrmidons. |Ier fitvoati^ 
at that time (for, like a certaiii norUiern empresS of the laeH 
century, she was never without one,) was Captain M " > y dt 
the tw&atv th regiment, commonly called ^k&ndsame 

M - y ; hut which ftitterMg^ distinction was hornet with 
equal justice, hy three of his brothers then in the West Indies^ 
one an officer in the navy, and the others in the army-^^a go* 
liicidence which often created confusion, when the converaa-^ 
tion turned on the iavaui'ile of the Caribbean VenUs; They 
were in fact a family so gifled by nature with personal ndvan- 
tftges, that of SEVEN sons serving his Majesty at th^. period in 
the army, navy, and .militia, ^m eighteen to thirty years df 
age, they were known in their respective circles by tih^ en via'' 
We cognomen of " The handsome iW^— 7— y." ^ 

Although the gentleman alluded "to was but a <^ptain in the 
army, he was a field^marshai in the warm he&rt of the negro 
Nancy; and the slightest notice from ** Massa Bucikra" proved, 
to a stranger, a passport to the obsequious attentions of .every 
sla^e in the establishment ^ 

A son of the late Admiral Crosbie's, having been my chum 
^t table for some days, he politely tendered^ his good offices to> 
procure me a passage home in the same man-of-war in which 
he was to sail, having been invalided. We accordingly set off 
for his Majesty's ship ' .■", where I experienced that kind 
and hospitable reception from the ward-room ojpicers whilst 
hav^ never found wanting. They promised to a^i^d* me^^ 
best accommodation a crowded sliip would allow, in the event 
of the captain's favouring me. with a paeeage ; but they thought^ 
but candid to infohn me, that the oomm9,nder<was Wrongly 
averse to receiving military officers on boa|^— their careless 
apd independent manners towards their superiors, when not pn 
4uty, tending in his opinion to set a bad example to the officers 
of his ship, whom. he held at an immeasurable distance) &nd 
treated more like vassals than gallant gentlemen. 

•On this information I declined subjecting' myself to the ohanca 
of a refusal, which might draw from mean ui^pleasant pbser- 
va,tion. Scorning to ask a &v6ur, were denial was probable, I 
]ei^ the ship, thankful for the hearty welcome and hospitable 
treatment bestowed on me by-the ward-room mess, and not 
a litde disgusted with the character of the splenetic commo- 
dore. 

I next presented my credentials to the acting agent for 
transports^ a commander in the navy, hut one whom I cannot 
complimept, either for the suavity of his mannbrs, or any par- 
ticular zeal for the servicer Indeed, the discourtesy with which 
he treated a dozen of us invalids who attended his levee was so 
marked, as to render our visit any thing but a f^easaot o||B to 
an parties. Five of the officers in attendance were allottCTto 
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berths on board the same ship with me, and we were shortly 
afterwardfil given to understand that there were already six o^ 
ficers on board, four of whom were in too weak a state to re- 
move Out of ttteir cabins. 

This was no pleasant hearing ; a floating hospital not bein^, 
in our estimation, the most agreeable kind of transport But it 
was in vain to remonstrate ; there were but four transports to 
spare, and even these were sent home for repairs (after two 
years' wear and tear in that country,) rather than for any accom* 
modation they afforded to the invalided. Altogether, tliey were 
reported to bd very unfit for a^inter voyage; but it was ob- 
served by one of our party, whose shattered frame appeared to 
hold out a slender prospect of surviving the voyage, that " he 
would PUT TO SEA IN A WAStiiNo-TUB, rather than remain itt 
that cursed climate.*' 

We found our transport captain on shore, and learned, to our 
gireat dismay, that there were but four berths, all of which 
were already occupied ; and that our mattresses, therefore, must, 
of necessity, be laid on the cabin sole or floor. On this, we again 
assailed the agent in a body for berths in a ship where the ordi- 
nary accomtnodation coula be obtained ; but the only &vour 
we could obtain was atl oflfer to have our names placed on the 
list for berths in the next division of transports ordered home 
— an alternative which none of the party seemed inclined to 
embrace, the majority being much of the same opinion as our 
wa^ing'tub navigator; so on board we determined to go for a 
reconnaissance. 

We placed ourselves under the escort of the captain, a mud* 
died little animal, who appeared to be in a half idiotic state, 
guided entirely by his mate, a tall rough-looking man, dressed as 
if he were on the Esquimaux coast, in order, as he expressed it^ 
to keep out the keat of the sun ! 

The build of the boiit gave mc some idea to What kind of 
vessel she belonged; and I was not at all ^ruprised, when we 
pulled alongside, to see a tasteless-shaped hulk, with tempo- 
rary bulwarks, which, light as she was in ballast, made her ap^ 
pear all hull above water. Her naked, unpaid seams, her 
bleached rigging, which hiing slack and slovenly, all betrayed 
signs of hard service and neglect: and the general odour oil 
b<^d gaye disgusting tokens of her having been an expedition- 
ary troop-ship. 

The unpromising appearance of the whole confirmed our 
wor^ anticipations; she was a brig-rigged South Shields col- 
lifer, Called "The Ellisson," fiill two hundred and sixty tons' 
burden; and only two years built The "kmallest portion pos^ 
si\)le'was appropriated for cabin rodm, and her stern cocked lip 
like that of a Dutch galliot The captain and mat^ both praised 
You n. 12 
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her as an excellent sea-boat ; but a more uncomfortable recep- 
tacle for unfortunate invalids cannot possibly be contemplated : 
there was one redeeming advantage — there were to be no 
troops on board. A very few worn-out non-commissioned ofE- 
cers, with the widows and children of several others who had 
recently died in the islands, to the number altogether of about 
forty, were passengers between decks ; where the accommoda- 
tion was so ample, and so much more commodious than the 
miserable cabin, that on four or five of the late comers I levied 
& contribution of a few dollars, which,^ with my own subscrip- 
tion, enabled the second mate ^d carpenter to put up a bulk- 
head, so as to partition off sufficient room for six hammocks to 
swing. These arrangements made, my party returned on 
shore to make the necessary provision for tne voyage. 

We calculated on a supply for a two months' voyage, and on 
an expenditure of about twenty pounds each. . The most experi- 
enced were named as purveyors, and in the course of a couple of 
days our store of wine, spirits, porter, groceries, &c. &c., were 
safely on board but with the exception of four dozen of turkeys, 
which we purchased from an American adventurer, whose ves- 
sel arrived the day previously to our departure from Barbadoes, 
we deferred the purchase of our live-stock until our arrival at 
St Christopher's, at which island the fleet was to remain for 
two days, to collect the homeward-bound vessels of the season. 
The American to which I allude being quite a curiosity in 
her way, deserves to be noticed as evincing the daring spirit 
of enterprise possessed by friend Jonathan. 

It was a large ship-shape raf^, formed internally of scarcely 
half-dressed timbers, but substantially planked, trenelled, and 
caulked ; but little iron was to be seen, excepting here and 
there a hu^e spike-nail or a binder. It had a coating of tar 
and rosin, but not one touch of paint from stem to stern. Even 
the name, (a most appropriate one,) " Thb Ark/* was burnt in 
by a hot marking-iron. 

In this vessel the adventurous master had contrived to stow 
away fifly large-sized oxen, twenty-five on each side, securely 
stalled and head-bound ; and in a locker over each animal^ 
manger the provender for the voyage was compactly stored. 
In the interval or passage left in the centre were a line of 
butts of fresh water, for the supply of the live cargo and crew. 
This might he called the freight of the lower deck or hold, into 
which the air was admitted by wind-sails, or, when the sea and 
weather allowed, by leaving open a portion of the main hatch- 
way; which, when necessity required, was battened down, 
forming a kind of round-house, on each side of which a gang- 
way, of about three feet in width, affiirded the crew room to 
work the yeasel. 
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Above-board, fore and ad, tiers of coops full of poultry of all 
sorts, turkeys, geese, ducks, guinea and common fowls, loaded 
the deck ; while baskets of hams and tongues were lashed over 
each quarter. This craft was schooner-rigged, but in the most 
simple manner, with only thtee sails, maiasail, foresail, and 
jib ; the mast, sails, and cordage, being all of the rudest mate- 
rials. 

The immense profit on the sale of such a carge must cer- 
tainly have been a temptation to the dangerous risk.; some idea 
of which may be formed "by stating that a turkey, a couple of 
which would have been reared on the American's farm at the 
expense of half a dollar, sold for three and oflener four dollars; 
while on shore it was, afler a few days' rest and cramming 
with roasted Indian corn, retailed at eight or ten. The price 
pf geese, ducks, and fowls in proportion ; the hams of large 
size were valued on shore at ten or twelve dollars. The bul- 
locks went to tlie stores of the commissary-general, who paid 
his own price, and, of course, in those money-making days, 
made his om)m charge. The lean island bullocks were con- 
tracted for at two shillings and sixpence currency per pound; 
and as the Yankee, by selling his at less than that sum, would 
then realize a thousand or fifteen hundred percent on his whole 
venture all parties were accommodated. 

What was to become of Jonathan*s ark after his Atlantic 
trip I did not learn, but iroagine it vVas destined to be broken 
up and sold as lumber, which is in itself a good and profitable 
speculation — he himself finding his way back to his native 
continent enriched with the means of extending his farms a 
few miles farther into the interior. 

Before I take my leave of Barbadoes I must notice three ex- 
traordinary characters, who wejre at that time in the habit of 
taking their ^aily stroll on the quay, and whose names were 
then of some notoriety. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



With Strange extremes f lie- marked liif wsyward flite." 



The first Lord Catnelford, with those greneroas feelingv 
which predominated over all his faults and eccentricities, had 
taken by the hand ^nd introduced into the brig of war which 
his lordship then commanded, an oppressed and unfortunate 
lieutenant of the navy, who had recently been dismissed the 
service by the sentence of a court-martial at Martinique, luider 
circumstances so outrageously unjust and cruel as to cause ge* 
neral indignation amongst the junior classes of the profession. 

The generous Caraelrord interested himself so Warmly with 
his all-powerfiil revive Mr. Pitt, in behalf of this ill-used offi- 
cer, that he succeeded in procuring the lieutenant's reinstate- 
ment in his former rank, and employment under his noble 
patron : but the truth roust be told : — ^before three months bad 
elapsed his lordship quarrelled with h'lB protege; met him, and 
SHOT HIM ! ibrtunately not mortally ; and soon again took him 
to his bosom and his friendship, which last was never afterwards 
broken. 

The second in point of rank, but first in the order of eccen- 
tricity was the then Captain James Darcus, of the sixth West 
India regiment, who died some years smce a retired major of 
veterans. 

This elctradrdinary man, wild and uncontrollable firom bis 
youth, was a native of Londonderry, and had run away from his 
fiunily, which was highly respectable, before he reached his 
twentieth year, enlisting into a regiment during the American 
war, which was at that time embarked for the scene of action. 
It was his fortune to be severely wounded, (or, as he alwa^ 
pronounced the word, woumded,) in the very first brush m 
which his regiment became engaged with the enemy; and 
in consequence was, with other invalids, (although against his 
strong remonstrances,) borne off the field, and placed en board 
a gun-boat, used as a temporary hospital; but ths LOTKI4T idba 
OF ▲ sold'eb V*' (his constant expressicHi when recounting his 
warlike adventures,) tempted him to break bounds. 

The moment he was able to hobble aboyt he ^otrived to ^ 

♦ goWleT, 
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iikpe from his floating prison, and by the helpof a crutch, found 
toeans to rejoin his battalion just as it was going into action at 
bunker's Hill. 

His native courage gave hirti strength, and seizing the first 
Tacatit musket, of Which, unfortunately, there were' but too 
many, he took post in the ranks, and nobly fought his sWre in 
that hard-contested battle, at the close of whicn he was found 
X)n the gory field with seven wounds, insensible to all but 
glory, roaring out " George for ever !"— " Down IVith 

"YANlCEE doodle I" — ** OH, THE 1X)VELY IDEA OF A 80IJ>*ER !" 

By a miracle^ the gallant soldier was eventually restored to 
liberty, and— his legs! His valour was rewarded with an en- 
signcy in the 4th, or King's Own, which he had joined but a 
sm)rt time before some act off violent intemperance brought 
him under the awfiil sentence t)f a general court-martial. 

The powerful claims which his bravery and his sufierings 
gaVe him on the sympathy of his judges, saved him from igno- 
minious dismissal from the service. He was, however, se- 
verely and publicly reprimanded, and then sent to end his days 
(as it was supposed) in an invalid company, stationed in his 
native province, Ulster. Peace came in a lew years, and poor 
Darcus was laid on the shelf. 

Desirous of an active life, he drew up a j)etition to the Irish 
House of Commons, praying for employment. After urging 
his manifold services to the state, (in his own peculiar style of 
language,) he concltlded his petition with the bold assertion 
that he •" had received seven wounds at Bunker's Hill, five ot 
which were mortalI ! !** 

After the roars of laughter, which the reading of this part 
of his petition excited, had in some degree subsided, the late 
Vice- Admiral Tom Packenham, uncle to the Duchess of Wel- 
lington, with the utmost gravity stood up, and, first with- 
drawing the quid of tobacco from his starboard cheek, moved, 
^ That the House, taking into its serious attention the petition 
of the IMMORTAL James Darcvs, do humbly recommend his 
case to his Majesty's most gracious consideration and favour i" 

On the score of his presumed immortality and vigilance, he 
was accordingly appointed a revenue officer; but his zeal in 
pursuit of illicit distillation having led him occasionally into 
some excesses, (probably the efiects of his too frequent trials 
of the strength of the forbidden beverage, by the standard of 
his own palate,) his enemies considered his little extravagan- 
"Cies, such as breaking heads and chopping off ears, by a coup 
■de sabrcy as derogatory to the honour of the revenue ; and the 
immortal Jemmy was doomed to sink once more into the mi- 
serable quietude of private life and half-pay, occasionally re- 
lieved by a warlike episode in the shape'of a night-fight, either 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



r ■■ • ■ 
^* IChk sails were filPd, and foir the light winds blew 
As glad to waft him to his native ehore, 
And fast the white roeks Aided from his view, 
And soon were lost in' circumamhiiBnt foank" 

As our time for sailing drew nigh, each of us made the best 
arrangements which the limited meAns of aecortimodation af- 
forded for hi^ individual Comfort We were fortunate enough 
to have on board, amongst the invalids, a discharged soldier and 
his wife; the former had been steward, aAd the latter cook, to 
a regimental mesa The poor ihan^s health was very much 
broken, but he was useful in the arrangement of our s^es; 
the woman was really invaluable for her strength and activity. 
At length, the long wished-for, though not wholly undreaded, 
moment arrived: we weighed anchor, arid^ took our farewell of 
Barbadoes. 

Of the eleven officera embarked, four (as already observed) 
were confined to their bertha These poor fellows had contri- 
buted their full share to a mess, which it is probable they would 
not live to see expended* Two others were mere crawlers, 
but their strength, at least their appetites,^ seemed to improve 
daily. Theremainhig fixe were* well enough to bustle about; 
and according to regulation, watches were formed of the cabin 
and 'tween-deck passengers. 

Ad for the captain of the vessel* theve bad been a respecta- 
ble baboon sj)oiled in sending him into the world without a tail 
and a hairy coat. He was- a wretched imbecile; scarcely five 
feet high— no seaman, a contemptible muddling sot, who seldom 
appeared on ^edk-in a sober state to keep hi« watchi and then, 
his orders were generally to undo all which the experienced 
mate had done previously to leaving the deck, findmg falilt 
with everything and every body, and general^ winding up all 
his complaints with th& exclamation, ^* Bless my soul! You boy, 
hring vme a gkes of grog!?' . After the usual *^Ay, ay, shrt" 
from below, £)y Bill popped his head up the companion with 
the grog in hand, which, after another blessing on his soul, a 
deep sigli, ^nd a look either at heaveii or his creakittg tiop-gal- 
1 ant masts, he drank off to the dregs. 

When the mate, on resuming charge of the deck, found how 
matters had been altered by his captain, lie opened a stunning 
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^oibddiide of abute on. tiie lUtl&iniuh^-^the taote paiticakurly ob- 
QDxious to his Vary as the mate never let slip an opportunitjr of 
hinting, in vulgar terms, at that species of interest to whidk 
little Abmham was indebted for his present command. The 
#U9t was, he was, married to a handsome young wife, to whom 
Qome DavM of the north had ta=ken an unholy liking, aiid placed 
her good man, like Uriah? in the post of danger, trusting to the 
cbanoes of new rum, or a knock o' the head, leaving a legal 
ryacaocy, of which the amorous ship-owner might avail hin>- 
self; — no blind speculation, as time will show. 
- Our ehicf mate, Tom Bateraan, rude and rough as a bear, was 
absolutely a host in himself) and worth six/ordinary seamen in 
fLny emergency. Brutal to the eye and ear,^ he was in heart as 
good a fellow as ever sailed. In fine weather he was as play fed 
as a- porpoise, and about as graceful. 

Nine years experience in a northern collier had, from his 
fourteenth year, inured him to the hardest toils of that labori- 
ous service ; and although he had, (after a pressing invitation) 
served two years on board His Majesty's frigate Bienfaisant, 
called by Tom the Bonny pheasant, and a still longer period in 
the B^Uy-Squeaks, (Belliqueux,) he had not imbil^d one hahit 
of the "man-of-war's-rtan," either ius dress, in speech, or in 
ship discipline: he was Mill the rough and ready: northcfni 
Jock.* 

He stood nearly sfet feet high, pf Herculean proportions ; his 
black and glossy hair, <5f which he had a most profiSse crop, fell 
in clustering curls round his forehead, ears, and poll ; and art 
could form nothing more- savagely beautiful than this natural 
wig. 

As be held it to be a sinful waste of soap and sol^ water to 
shaC Xoo oflen at sea, an hebdomadal brushing up of his chin, 
which he called casting off his muzzle-lashings, was quite suffi- 
cient fof Tom, and answered all the purposes of ^oper-riefy 
on board ship. He had an eye like a spark of ignited coal ; his 
glance was as quick as the flash of fire-damp to every coming 
danger ; while his head was the safety-lamp to avert it. ' - 

Although no scholar — & blessing tor which he olten thanked 
his stars* as keeping him outof mischief— he liad studied John 
Hamilton Moore, the sailor's vade mecuin, with good efiect; 
and could take an observation, and work his day's reckoninffi 
by the sheer force of habit and long practice, without exactly 
comprehending the principle on which this (taltim tnechanioal) 
process was founded. 

His figures were hieroglyphics, deciphery)]^ only by him- 
«e]f; but he would astonish the scientific navigatof by his gene* 

* The nanM giv«n by meii.of-war*eiDeii to collier IB|9Q» 
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nd «oe«ftqr* Tom^s Idgie was^^I kiiowv wfuttX dddtf by Bi)r 
own Dvttay ; am if that's roight, all tina net m notbia to Mb 
body." 

Three othem of die crew were able fleameyi ; and ttw hfud' be- 
mdecr a seccmd mate, who, ibr diatmcCion,^ baid probably «br|tefiee 
a month more wagea than the seanAsn^ td roainoain Ym' additle» 
ai digniiy, and li^ too, was a good praeticai mariner. Oar 
tiwo cabin-boys were handy and active 4 bat the foi^ignem^ 
Danes and I^utcbmen, four m nmnber, could havdly apeSk t«n 
words of English, and did every thing by cscns, or by^ these 
univerHil nautical terms by which sailorB ofafl nations nnder- 
■taml. Witii this weak crew, a crankship^ a crazy c ommiid * 
er, and a mntinoos mate, we were even glad to ventnmcitfa^ 
winter voyage across the Atlantic. 

We arrived at St Eitt's under convoy of the -*- 64, 

aHer three days' dodging about among the islandsi jHcking up 
ships to join the convoy, and anchored in the Bay oTBassetistre 
in the last days of October. Even this little seartilp, did me 
Ml my companions a world of good. My hospitable friend^ 
Mr. M'Namara, whom I encountered on the beach, ^ve my 
whole party a dinner and a shake-^U>wn kt his house, m recel- 
lection of past acqnamtsnce of me. This act of attention was 
ftilowed by one unpleasant drawback : all my companions feh 
their heads so much the worse for the liberal entertainment in 
which they had revelled till midnight, that not one, except my- 
ti^f was fit ^ business the neirt morning. As, however, tbere 
Was a regular market established, where the stock was qien^ 
bargained for, I could not go mudi astray in following the bi^ 
dings of more experienced purveyors. I accordingly purchased 
eight or ten nice small pigs, and bespoke a few dozens of ducks 
and fowls for the morrow, subject to the approbationof my mess- 
mates. 

Almost every one who has purchased stock in tiie West In- 
dies Uiinks himself entitled to tell the story, as having hap- 
pened to himself, of the negro who asked six dollars for a very 
small pig; and being remonstrated mth for asking so lai^ a 
sum for such a littile pig, replied, ** Yis, massa, he Tittlej but he 
dani ouldf* Now, by virtue of my office of pig puryejror, I 
can with truth declare that no such negro logic was passed off 
opon me.* This venerable joke, therefore, must rest on ancient 
tridition. 

Our stock completed, we were all anxious for die signal to 
weigh, which at length was made ; and just as oor anchor was 
Mp^a canoe manned by negro boatmen pulled aiongs^e, in 
which v^ete two smart ne^ lads as passengers, who asked if 
any *^gemtnan on board tofmt sarbanty or captain teant hand- 
work for wotinT B^g all in want of siervants, we incau- 
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tiGQsly, on the recommendation of the senior military man on 
Iward, invited tfaem on deck for a conference; but no sooner h^ 
they c]ap]^d foot over ^e side thcin the others in the boat pulled 
ofl^ leaving us no other alternative but to take them or throw 
them overboard, which latter alternative our mate Tom (who 
hated negroes as he did a pressing) most inhumanly proposed, 
adding, ^ Dom, 'em, they^l swim lUce dooks to the shore, OVU 
be himndl^^ During this discussion their lessening boat was 
hurrying fast to land, and we, making sail with all our power, 
were fast^ clearing the bay. It was too late to think of aught 
but^keepmg^ the poor devils, who had thus thrown. themselves 
on our mercy. ' 

: Tliat they were runaway slaves from some of the iBld,nds we 
could hardly doubt, as neither of them could produce his manu- 
mission certificate, (or, as the negroes call it, ^free paypaf^) 
belt it was evident that they had been employed by some mem- 
ber of the British army, as they both bore on their backs sbme 
relic of our uniform. One of them, ** Little Ben," had a cast- 
off waistcoat and jacket with the staff buttons ; the other, Jean 
Baptiste, wore a regimental jacket without buttons, of officer's 
doth, and was equipped with an English glazed hat and <:ock^ 
ade, such as are worn by servaots. 

There being a heavy penalty attached to any vessel trans'^, 
porting an immanumitted negro from any of the* islands^ the 
little captain was roused from his usual torpor into a state of 
frenzy, on learning that we Ivid taken two on board; Indeed 
we ourselves became sensible of the imprudence of the proceed- 
ing ; but we pacified the little man by undertaking to answer 
any fiiture consequences for tke act 

During the angry discussions which this subject gave rise to, 
the poor creatures who caused it stood with evident anxiety 
awaiting their fiite, castmg occasional glances of horror and 
supplication on the rugged mate, who had but one expression 
at hand : " Over wi'em ! — ^black beggars !— over wi' 'eba !•:— 
that's what oya says. Here'« a change o' moon to-noi^ht^ an' 
these dom varmin will bring us black-luck T' Events justified 
Tom's apprehensions^ but ** sufficient for the day is the ervil 
thereof" After a run of a day and a night, we hove-to for an 
hour off the island of Tortola, the'Chief of the Virgin Islands^ 
where we picked up halfardozen of homeward-bound ships, 
and once more spreading our white canvass to the breeze, be* 
fore the sun went down we caiight the last glimpse of tha 
Jintilles. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 



" On, on tlie veitel 0ie8-4be land is gone r 

'*FoRTUii]B smiled de<^itfur' on the oommex^ement of oar 
▼oyage, which for several^ays wore the most favourable appear^ 
ance. A steady wholesaii breeze,- fine dear weather by day, 
and brilliant nights, kept in spirits all those who had strength 
to come on deck, and revived the hopes of those poor sufferers 
below, whose only chance of lifer rested oa a speedy return tx> 
their native eliine. 

Our living was excellent : it had but one fault^--Hhat of being 
too good. The inability (^nearly halfQur number ta consume 
their share of the daily hiess left a superabundance foT the more 
kardy^ not one of whom was affected by sea^sickness^ akbougb, 
as we launched into the Atlantic the grand and awful swell of 
that mighty ocean increased from day to day. 

About the ninth evening after our departure from the islands^ 
when the vessel was under moderate sail, and the first watch 
set, Tom Bateman as usual earaopdovini to the officers' cabin to 
take bis ^upper and a liberal allowance of grog — an indulgence 
which the mess unanimously accorded to ensure his servicer 
and fidelity. His spirits seemed depressed and his. temper 
ruffled ; he nevertheless ate like a hal^famished tiger, growl* 
ing all ^e time, and muttering curses ooi the *' dom blauelcs." 

"What's the matter?" said on^ of the party, addressing 
liim. - 

** The matrtter t-^whoy, oye says again, Bom these blaueke t 
that's the maiitter. Kif oye didn't see two mouns to-night as 
clear as the two oyes in moy head, then raby neaym's not Tom 
Bateman. We'll haw a precious blaw, boyran-boy — you'll see 
thaut! An thin there's that soun of a .. . ' of a skipper, a» 
knaws naw mur wba;t to do wi' a sheet or a hallyard in a 
squall than aw do6» wi' bis woifels petticoat-^Jjk>m al4 such 
chaups!" 

While thus giving vent to his spleen against negroes and 
petticoat interest, a crash of falling spars aud a shoqt of the 
helmsman caught Tom's ear ; at the same moment an alarming 
lee-lurch of the ship threw us all sprawling. " Lord au mercy f 
Ao/" cried Tom, in a tone more of astonishment than of fear^ 
^ Pm blaw'd if she haun't broached toi." In another instant be 
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• 

WHS en deck — ^the caluii seenied turned upside-down— -the ve&* 
sel was actuidly on her beam-ends ! 

Two of us ^rambled up the narrow companion ; and I was 
struck with horror at the first glance whichit afforded me of 
the frightful situation of our ship,, which happily, however, 
righted aller the first violence of the squall had passed over us ; 
and already had the mate with three able hands gone aloft to 
cut and clear away the wreck'of the fi)lre-top-mast, which had 
sna^zped like a reed on the first burst of the tornado. 

The helmsman, who was one of the worst hands in the ship^ 
had been knobked down at the wheel, and the vessel all but 
thrown up in the wind* Our situation was critical — a second 
blast, and our destruction was inevitable. 

However, Btie was now once more before the wind, and a 
bold Yorkshir6maiv(called by the crew Long Jack) was called 
to the wheel, who taking his weather-post, boxed h^r about like 
a boat obedient to his masterly helm ! " Steadee-e^ my^hou>r 
shouted the brave Bateman from aloft, whose night eye Was 
awake to every danger. ^ 

^^ Steadee-e-e it «," responded the undaunted Yorkshireman, 
as the vessel whizzed her way through a sea of foam and fire, 
for the whole surface of the wide water seemed to flash with 
liquid fiame,) while her wake, resembling some mighty mon- 
ster, fresh from \m native hell, seemed to chase her through 
the boiling flood in burning inflections. 

The wreck all clear, main top-gal Ian t^mast struck, and the 
ship put under «nug sail for the night, the bold mate descended 
to the deck,, and after a watchful look, oast over the taflTrail, in 
which he swept the whole horizon with his keen and anxious 
eye, he turned to the helmsman, and wip^g the salt water 
from his dripping face, said, " Whof/yJock, fny bow, that was 
what yie calls a close gow." 

"Ay, ay," replied Jack, as he eased off the vessel before a 
lofty sea. 

•* Naw," continued Tom, " if she had been one of yaure 

heavy Jamakee men, wi' h is three tiers of sugar, an his 

hoondreed pooncheons of rum, the fishes wou^d hau had a rare 
stiff can of grog affore naw." 

" Yes, Tom," replied Jack, " but ye see this here 's a light 
wabbling kind of a craft, and she came up like a duck as the 
squall broke off. But what business have we with top-gallant 
masts on such a tool, when she 's not within a foot and a half jjl^ 
of her ballast trhnT ^ f 

Duting this colloquy I went below and brought up a couple 
of bottles of rum, and with my loudest tones sun^ out, ** AU 
hands splice main brace, a-hoyr an order which was very 
pbeerfull^ obeyed, PaQe^ Dutchman, &nd African, understood 
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the welcome sound, A good dmm all round cheered the 
hearts of the poor fellows ; the forenzastle men again took theiF 
stations cautiously, keeping a good look-out forward. The 
moon, between whiles, throwing a fitful gleam of imsteady 
light over the dreary scene, enaUed us to discemmany of the 
vessels of our convoy; but towering above all, like a star in the 
east, the lantern of ^e commodore, in his mizen4op showed 
its steady light 

After the terrors of the squall above had, in some degree^ 
subsided, a aquallof another description, issuing from the little 
captain^s cabin, caused the utmost consternation among those 
whom we left below, half dead with fright The animal bad, 
it seems, picked up at St Kitts a deserted poor woman, brought 
out from Ireland, and put a8b(Nre after the voyage, without a 
dollar or even a change of clothes. Our captain smuggle her 
on board, and tprned her in amongst the women and children; 
but (m the evening in question he despatched ^ boy Bill *' to ask 
her to his cabin to ^* take it cup of tea and be agreeabieC^ an 
invitation which the poor ignorant creature accepted ; and 
after plying himself with liquor until he lost all command over 
his hypocrisy, he was guilty of that rude attempt that caused 
tlie wild shriek by which the cabin passengers were so much 
alarmed. 

Some went to the rescue, and having threatened to force 
the door, the trembling Tarquin himself unbolted it, when he 
was roughly dragged up the companion,.piteously uttering his 
usual ejaculation- — " Bless my soulP* 

There were three or four of us, who^by virtue of our having 
some knowledge of dautical matters, and -being the most healthy 
and active of the party, assumed a degree of command; and be- 
fore this tribunal the miserable captam was arraigned for his 
misconduct Stupified with liquor, with terror,- and with 
shame, he heard in silence our lawless decree for confining 
him to his cabin as a prisoner, until we could hail the eommo* 
dore for orders respecting him. 

He was accordingly huddled below into his berth without 
light, and locked dp. The unfortunate woman had already 
found refuge in our cabin: she might have been eighteen oc 
thirty years of age fur any indication which her countenance 
exhibited to direct one's opinion. She could not explain her 
story in the English tongue, Sut one of Our fellow-passengers^ 
who had the advantage of speaking the language of her coun- 
try, held a long parley with her ; and we were by him informed 
Xmi she bad been literally dragged into a boat, just putting 
ofitfor a West Indiamau, by its drunken captain at the Cove of 
Cork; who, on waking next morning, twenty leagues beyond 
Cape Clear; discover^ his ugly bargain. A more helpless; 
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Wretchody igrnorant creature, it i^ impossible to imagine ; we 
gave her in charge to our steward to place her in one of th6 
messes 'tween deckd, and sent her provisions fi'om our table 
dai^y. 

It blew fresh the whole of the night! at daylight the fleet 
was very much dispersed ; some that had shot a-head during 
the squalls were already hull-down, and many that fell to lee- 
ward, by the carrying away of masts and spars during the 
night, were scarcely visible to the naked eye. Out commo- 
dore had hardly any sail set; a close-reefed main-topsail, and 
the ^oose wings of his fbregail, enabled him to keep a-head of 
his crippled convoy, which presented melancholy memorials of 
the effects of the torhado of the preceding night More than 
one half of those in sight were busy settmg up furyinasts and 
repairingdamages in their rigging ; we succeeaed in getting 
up a jury foremast early in the day. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 



*' Swe^t are the uses of adversity, 
Whicb, I|ke tlie toad, ugly ai^d venomous. 
Wears' yet a precious jewel in liis head.** 



The weather Was lowering; a deep bluish sky, with a low, 
dark, drilling scud from the south-west, indicated that our sun- 
ny days were fled, and henceforth wiB must look to nothing but 
storms and trouble ; to which the chastening hand of Heaven 
joined an additional affliction. 

Disease was making daily havoc upon the wasted conistitu- 
tions of some of our unfortunate messmates; while between 
decks the progress of sickness became truly alarming. 
- Oh the sixteenth day of our voyage, the sad duty devolved 
upon lis to consign to a fkthomless, grave the body of one of 
our poor invalids, who^e person we had never seen except as 
he lay in anguish on a wretched pallet, in his conflned and in^* 
convenient t^rth. He was a Frenchman of the name of Pranque- 
mont, of the Hompesch Chasseurs ; and he had borne his 
long suflerings with such patience and dignity as interested 
us all for him. His last directions to those about him were, 
" Give my poor body the rites of religion ere you commit it to 
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the deep!*' nod he died uttering the expressions '* Vive la 
France! Bas la Rspubliqite!— that cry, perhaps, which 
first led him from his stormy home to encounter all the perila 
of war, and at last to perish hy au inglorious death, 

*' {"ar, fajr, upon t|ie melancboly maiirr* 

The ceremon}r of placing: tl^ body on a grating, jtist balanced 
over the ship's side, being performed^ the whole dTthe passen? 
gets, and those of the crew unemployed in the management of 
the ship, stood around with uncovered heads, while the funeral 
service was read by -Lieutenant lilanning, one of the invalids, 
(himself the next candidate for the grating,) who had crawled 
from his bed of sickness to perform Siis melancholy duty. The, 
body was sewed u^ in a hammoclt;, and at the awful woids^ 
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a tear stole down many a cheek ; and as the gratings secured 
hf a rope's end, was cast over the side, every eye followed the 
du*ection of the body, which was for a few moments visible^s 
As the officer pronounced the last word of the afiecting service 
he closed the book, and turning to his companions, asked (withr 
a smile of resignation to a fkte which he tek ta be inevitable) 
** Which of you, my friends, will perform this last sad office 
for me." 

The gloom which thia^ first mortal visitation threw over ua 
was fated not to be dispelled by any future blessing ; the same 
•oul-subduing ceremony, alas! became but too frequent 

During these days the miserable xiaptain had been closely 
confined to his cabin,, and we had so far taken the authority out 
of his hands. as to place the command of the vessel in those, 
of the bold Bateman ; but the aspect of death, on every side 
opened th.e gates of mercy in our hearts. The insignificant 
wretch was released, and allowed once more to come, on deck; 
where he was treated with every mark of outward respect, but 
no order which he gave (and in his folly he presumed to give 
many) was obeyed by any of the qre \v. 

For eleven days and. nights the watches had no fixed repose; 
no sooner had one ^rtion of the crew turned in, to seek that, 
rest which wearied nature required, ere the cry of " All hands 
—hoy /'* summoned them once more to the gloomy deck, 
where the best exertions of every individual were demanded. 
fyt the general safety. In order tp keep the poor fellows in 
l)iealth and spirits under their hourly increasing toils, our 
lockers were freely shared ; the stock of the deceased and 
dying affording us enough to spare. Tbe seamen, mor^ov.er^, 
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did not complain of their hardships, so long as we consoled 
them with an occasional joint of fresh meat and a glass of 
£rog; or, what appeared to them the greatest of all treats, a 
draught of porter, of which we had fbrtunately laid in several 
hundred bottles. 

Two of the cabin berths having been cleared by the death 
of the late occupiers, and my berth between decks becoming, 
from hour to hour more intolerable, from the stench of the 
neglected hold and the cries of the wretched women and 
the poor children, (almost all of whom were suffering under 
dysentery,) I removed to that in which Lieutenant Manning 
luid a few days before yielded up his last breath. He sunk 
under general debility of his system, and a spasmodic afiection 
of the heart, during the paroxysms of which he lay as dead. In 
&ct he had died so ofleh to appearance, that the final stroke of 
death, wheii it came, lost much of its terrgrs to those around 
him. 

A strange feeling of self-security, considering the various 
perils that surrounded me, seemed to inspire me with confi- 
dence that I should ride through the tempest, though death 
and danger beset us on every side. My bodily vigour and 
mental resources appeared to strengthen every hour, and rise 
with those irightfiil emergencies which rendered the exercise 
of both so necessary to my safety. Devoutly and fervently 
did I offer my homage to that Divine Providence, which mer- 
cifiilly supported me during this trying and eventful period. 

Every day opened upon us with some new misfortune. On 
pumping the ship, before the morning watch lefl the deck, 
about tl^ twenty-eighth day, an alarming increase of water in 
the well was reported. 

When this intelligence reached the ears of Bateman, who 
was called up from his .cabin to receive the appalling news, his 
countenance fell: every drop of that blood, which, in spite of 
his grimed and neglected visage, used to break in ruddy flashes 
over his dark countenance, now seemed to retreat back to the 
heart; and an expression of pale terror, the first I had ever 
seeYi betray itself there, hung upon his rugged brow. 

"What daw yaw sawyl" cried he, doubtingly, "two and 
thirty inohes! unpossible!" he seized the plummet and dipped 
it to satisfy his doubts. Never shall I forget his look of horror,, 
when drawing it up he saw the watermark at thirty ! ! ! he 
^zed wildly around for some moments, when his eyes unluek^ 
ily fell on the poor black boy, Baptiste, who was sitting under 
the lee of the long-boat, eating his mornuig's mess. He sprung 
upon him like an enraged tiger; and before the timid wretcE 
could save himself from his grasp, the mate had gripped him 
i^y tke throat, and seizing one of his legs with the otKer hapd*, 
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had already drag^d him to the gangway for the purpose of 
throwing him overboard, when we surrounded, and saved him. 
It required all our entreaties to mollify his wrath, and induce 




diwi Uawck^ on hoard!" an expression which fully accounted 
to us fbr his frantic attack on the unoffending boy, who had the 
good sense to crawl ofl^ and very carefully avoided the mate's 
searching eye during the remainder of this hapless vo3rage. 
Beiteman cried, ** A lauutem, ho I follow me belaw," and then 
g^ringmg dowii the main-hatchway, made hid way into the 
futhy hold, where, with the boy, who carried the lantern, and 
the second mate, he explored all that was visible of the interior 
of the vessel 

That she had sprung a-leak wad the gefieral opinion; but in 
what precise part was the great object to ascertain. The boy 
cried out, that he heard a gushing noise in one part; agaro the 
mate's ready ear directed him by the same sounds to another ;, 
yet, after nearly an hour's exploring, the parties re-ascended 
the deck as ignbtant of the situation of the leak as those who 
80 anxiously waited their report 

A consultation as to What was to be done was held; and the 
general voice declared for the signal of distress being immedi- 
ately hoisted to attract the attention of our commodore, from 
whom we had straggled more than two leagues. Of the whole 
fleet tliat left Tortola, only thirteen vessels were then in sight; 
they had been dispersed, had dropped off in the now dark 
nights^ and were each left to their own exertions and protec- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



-Oh! but man — proud man. 



Dfess'd in a little brief authority, 

Plays such fantastic tricks before high Heaven 

As make the augels weejp.'* 

To render the signal of distress an object of deeper atten- 
tion to the commodore of a convoy, it should never be hoisted 
on trivial occasions, or any, in fact, where the unsupported ex- 
ertions of the crew of the distressed vessel can by any possibi- 
lity overcome the present evil. It is (or was) to the prevalence 
of these signals having been made on occasions which, on in- 
quiry, were not found sufficiently urgent to sanction this mute, 
but powerful appeal for succour, (rather than, as I should hope, 
from any unfeeling indifference to the safety of the convoy,) 
which led many officers of the fleet to treat such signals with 
contemptuous neglect. 

X)ur Jack, with the union downwards, was flying at the mi- 
zen-peak two days, during which time we haul^-up within 
fiiU view of the commodore, before he condescended to let lis 
know tliat he noticed us. ~ Shortly after daylight of the third 
day he edged down towards us, and shortening sail when with- 
in hail, the officer oh the watch appeared on £e poop, demand- 
ing, " What do ymi want?" We expected a boat, and unfortu- 
nately had not made any selection of a spokesman; so that 
when the question was put, we all stared at each other unpro- 
pared to answer. The only speaking-trumpet on board had 
got into the hands of the little captain, whose insignificance 
liad kept him from being of our council; and while at this hasty 
consultation, we had come to the conclusion to answer, *' The 
ship has. sprung a-leak! the. crew is sickly! we want your car- 
penter and a surgeon ! " We deputed the Stentorian-lunged 
Tom to be the organ of the announcem^t of our distress, and 
its remedy^ The speaking-trumpet was missing ; the boy was 
instantly despatched below for it : while all was breathless si- 
lence, we heard a voice forward, crying out with the trumpet's 
breath, " We are in a deplo-o-o-rable condition /" We almost 
fimcied we heard the laugh this silly complaint produced ; and 
casting our eyes to the place whence the sound proceeded, we 
beheld the captain with his head thrust through the fore* 
ehrbudg, trumpeting forth his indefinite lamentations 1 on 
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which, one of oar party sprang forward to seize the trumpet, 
and which I am afraid was accompanied with some rough 
movement; for immediately after one of the negro servants 
was seen picking up the sprawling captain from upder the 
windlass. Tom made himself well understood ; and the laco- 
nic answer received was *'vert wbll!*^ 

" Very wdl,'** ejaculated Tom^ "i'tt be. dommedifit is vkey 
WELL, Mr. Commodore; now that theer is Mon-o-War loikeJ^* 
The commodore, however, dropped his foresail, squared his 
yard, and shooting a-head, soon left us to admire the beauty of 
his poop lantern, and — ^his politeness. 

This was the commodore who had such an antipathy to the 
military i He is now a great man, a grand-cross, and a pubhc 
functionary, and, I need scarcely add, not the proud, but gal- 
lant George Cockbum, who never yet turned his stem to a 
friend in distress, of on an ^nemy in power. 

Thus were we at the distance of two thousand miles from 
the ItavA of life— our home-^our refuge — left to shift for our- 
selves! We suffered our inverted ensign to fly in reproachful 
display so long as we were able to keep company, in order that 
the fbw vessels which then composed the convoy might be able 
to tell the tale in case we perished. 

One stemmost ship, the Grenada, West Indiaman, almost 
ran aboard of us, in the generous impatience of her master to 
8^rd us succour ; for alUiough the wind had somewhat lulled^ 
tiie sw6ll of the sea was immense. As we saw five human 
beings lautiched off in the captain's boat to attempt a boarding, 
W6 were incapable of expressing to each other the /eelings 
which filled every heart at this manly effort to assist bixrther- 
sailors in distress. We sometimes lost the boat for minutes: 
to see such an apparent nutrshell pulled up the mountainous 
summit of a wave, then sink again as if never more to rise, 
struck us with equal admiration and fear. At length it ap-. 
proached, and coming right into our wake, we deadened the 
ship's way: a coil of rope was thrown to the bowman, and, in 
another minute, she was on our lee quarter. The person in 
charge, carefull^r watched the precise moment for making his 
spring; and having made good his footing in the main-phains, 
the boat once more dropped astern. 

A few wordfr sufficed to explain our situation. The vessel 
made twenty inches water per hour, but by dint of our exertions 
at the pumps we kept it down to that, never letting it reach 
the second hour's increase; but, alas! what security had we for 
its remaining even at that sufficiently alarming height ^7 One 
consolation we certainly had hitherto — the pumps ha^ always 
gained on the leak. 

Our visiter went below with the mate^ and after halfan bour'S; 
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amchr gftVQ it aa hi« apmiaa that there wai no partial ctr e:f^ 
tensive Teak sprung in any part; that the general openness of 
t)ie seamfr and the drying up of the caulkmg had outde her a 
leaky ship altogether ; but that, by constant attention, and put* 
ting a man over the side in moderate weather to overhaul the 
state of the seams in the upper works, we should get to £ng^ 
land as soon as our neighbours. This a£S)rded us some hope 
and consolation. '* As for ourselves," added he, ^ we were all 
6ii^ capsized in that squall three weeks ago: our top^^llant ma^ 
went off smack all at onee like canes; we stove sixteen pun- 
cheons of rum; and our sugar is pumped up by bushels, so that 
we shall have a swinging average by the time we get home.'V 
This was a civil, intelligent person ; and we begged of him to 
make our thanks to his captain and to the passengers on board 
(who were Major Macnamara, 53(rd, and Staff Physician 
Browne) for the kind interest they took in our situation. We 
watched his return with anxious eyes, and blessed Providence^ 
when we saw the cuUer in slings once more over the Grenada's 
stern. We edged down towards her, and coming as close as 
we could, (in violation of all convoy discipline,) we military 
mutineers fired a gun ; and standing at the side of the quarter- 
deck, all hands gave three hearty cheers by way of thanks. 
Our gun was as little attended to as our signal by the great 
i^ip, which yras a league a-head, but whose movements we no 
longer condescended to notice, and when we did by chance, did 
not attend to them. 

Another of our cabin-passengers died before any very alarm- 
ing symptoms had prepared us for the shock. He had had a 
lingering fever for some days, but still crawled about to the: 
last. He retired to his berth at the usual time, but morning's 
light found him a cM and stiffened corpse ; so that his death 
must have taken place some hours before we w^re conscious 
of it His remains passed over the side with the same cere- 
monies as those of his hapless predecessors, accompanied by 
the bodies of two poor children, who only preceded their 
hapless mother in the march of death by two days. 

In the midst of this universal misery, we, who were yet ca- 
pable of exertion, were compelled to set the example of activi- 
ty, and took our turn at the pumps in common with the lowest 
of the crew; the gentlemen working by spells of a few minutes 
at a time at one pump, in competition with the seamen at tho: 
other. One of the foreigners a Dutchman, was almost the 
third of every hour employed in clearing the well, the pump^ 
having been frequently rendered useless by being choked u^ 
with 3)0 masses of sand of which the ballast put m at BarbiC* 
does consisted; and more than, once we dei^paired of keeping 
the vessel free, except byscuUling our decks and bailings 
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We were now subject to the variation of winds, and what wai 
still more to be deplored in our situation, to the most tanta-' 
lizing calms, during which our light vessel rolled gunwale tOf 
as if each roll were to be her last 

We had now lowered topmasts, and secured every thing on 
deck ; still it was dangerous for an inexperienced foot to tread 
the deck; and accustomed as I was to the motion, I neverthe* 
less felt it prudent to take a turn of some small rope*s end 
round my arm whenever I ventured forward to superintend 
the cookery for our now diminished mess. To our equal sur- 
prise and joy we discovered all at once a sensible diminution 
of water in the well ; and it was a happy relief to our aching 
arms to be only obliged to pump our spell every two hours. 

We were in the same ignorance as to the cause of this de- 
crease as of that sudden increase which at first struck terror 
into the lion-hearted Tom Bateman. We presumed that it 
might have happened by some loose stuff having been carried 
into the leaks during the calms and heavy swells, where they 
formed accidental plugs. To whatever cause it was owing, 
our hearts were thankRil for the providential relief. 

At this time another of our eabin messmates. Lieutenant 
Doran, (our Irish interpreter,) who had for many days evinced 
symptoms of mental derangement, suddenly broke out into the 
most afflicting state of insanity. His distracted mind seemed 
constantly to labour under the horrid delusion tliat we were all 
in a Conspiracy to murder him ; and when, as much for his own . 
safety as ours, we felt it necessary to pinion his arms, his pi- 
teous cries and shrieks for mercy would have appalled Uie 
stoutest heart ! He cried out for a priest; and in order to ap- 
pease him, one of us was induced to disguise himself^ and as- 
sume that sacred character, and, while afrecting to hear his in- 
coherent confession, went through the forms of administering 
the last offices of religion — a pardonable piece of masquerade, 
as it tranquillized the unhappy sufferer's last hours, who, after 
his supposed absolution, sunk into a state of inanity, from which 
he never rose ! 

This was our fourth death in the cabin, and the fifteenth 
altogether on Ixmrd, including the poor woman and children, 
many of whom perished for want of care and niedicine. Those 
of the latter who were saved owed their lives to the nourish- 
ment which we all combined our eflforts to' prepare for them, 
even in tlie worst weather. 

We had now been nearly six weeks at sea, yet, according to 
^our reckoning, wore still fifteen hundred miles from Great 
Britain. For the last fortnight we had scarcely gained ten 
miles a day clear on our course, so baffling had the winds be- 
come. The days, too, were now so considerably shortened that 
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tm-e of «agH with all ^^ i»>Tt^i^ W^m 
mkh; stiH tfe^te were fiotne of os w1)% wP 
could occasionally indulge the Jiaijigh indj^ 
the dull xnidiiigitt' wiktefa iQtiOi^ and fi^ - 

Wc were now visked W^i^ oecafioonar hiui^etdr^lkt^^ 
with violent squalls, to the force of whiic|^ #e ci^pF 
resistaiK^e, but Bcudded before the ^uet. "ki-me^^^^^ 
a JHidden shift of wind fi!eque|i% todk ite all fti^aiisll^ltala 
4}ui«ed the beet skill of ^eamaochip to prevent owt "vjeis^i 
broaching ta Our poor negro servants felt ^e gri^^,,^ 
change; and although we fortified them against cold by par 
cast off garments, they were now become in a great meai^tij^ 
useless to OS, being afflicted with cough and catarrh. Vij^ 
had, however, been taught a wholesome lesson by adVer8i||ff 
and became not only our own servants, but the attettdants ^ 
those whose lives depended on the cai*e ar^d nourishment we 
bestowed on them. 

On one of my visits to the lower pest-house, I was accosted by 
name by a woman in the last stage of life, who stated that she 
was the widow of the sergeant wjio had been on constant duty 
as orderly with my late general, during our stay at Port R)ur* 
bon. He was^ I repolject, a jSpe» hadflg^ne y^^ng man, of 
about twenty-five, while she app^rediMarJy double that age. 
She seemed sorely a^fcte*? ^ii|i piqd, a^ iM3 the last e^rt6f> 
her strength, solicij^d my attention. I had never seen her\ nor, 
indeed, had I known *ftat the sergeant was a married man ; ncir 
V^ he ! This yvj^oc^n^ W€«nan revealed hersielf tp me as the 
wifexif a pHbJi<?«^ new i^ondon, who, two ye^rs before, had 
€^ped with^is y©«iig wanf whose compliance lehe had pur- 
ohM^ci bv<i cqnsideisiliile supfi of q^oney, purfoined fromlier u|»* 
i9ii^^i£|]g husband. 

$!fte nefW felt the near approach of death, m^ iqipferpd )^f 
friKmvi^ to visit her »bHsed ^sht^nd, in c^mw I survived the 
Y05»^e, and hwir her last word^^f remorse and peniienip^ ^ 
him. ^he had remaining |n h0r trunk upwards of %ty g^i^ 
nfiMtin^ld, and n^riy two hundred dollars, vifhich.^she c|^ 
4»lfii^4Q my care, vto he delivered to her huiifl|:pd\ J jiicJgBl 
it aeecssary t4» call IB a witness to tthii pmmimm-^Mmf 
Toqoetft, in or]^ tp 4uth^^ jtm^.lmmm f^ exceptor 4g^ 
h9i^f«Fhaljrill. ^KN^.^i^r,«|ie-r0«^i9dh0rt^^ 
^uiet, AS if herag0ni«0d'Bii»d4^ad hgr.tii^i^^iJBMrtKat tau^^^t^ffft, 
Hof its load t>f guilt asd terror; > v "^ - : 

P^^tr^nl^ «ndia3»i|}ii»jti0n^ 1^ 
«b^ M c^m^m^ rp^ m^ml^e»4 * wife tj^ IL. ^ 
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day oar stritiiMd hopes were more fondly bent on borne, ihoitgk 
doubts and fears almost crushed them in our hearts. After some 
days we found ourselves a souTAmT map; the last two^ whick 
we had held in view for several days^ had either preceded or 
fallen astern of us in the mght^ or perhaps had foundered. 

Our view of created man was then ccMifined to the deck of 
our own poor vessel. ' Of the thousand millions which ani« 
mated the globe, we saw in our wretched selves the sole re^ 
presentatives: for myself I dared not think : hurrying from one 
labour to another, I sought to drown reflection in those toil» 
which every hour's necessities imposed upon me and all. 



CHAPTER XXXLt 



**Increk8ing itill the terron of thew HonnB, 
Hit jaws terrific, arm*d with threefbid flite, 
Here dwells the direfn) tbiirk :-~lured by the leent 
or rank diaeaM and dearth, 
V Behold 1 he ruthing cuts the biiny flood. 

Swift as the gale can bear the a^ along.^ 

EACft morning we cast our aniEiotts look^>n)und, to catch K 
view of any living th'mg besides ourselves upoit^e surface of 
the dreary waste ; but all was void and desolate. "Ke sagacious 
shark hovered round our ship as if instinctively sc^i^^g his 
prey : every circumstance conspired to depress ourj^rts f 
but Heaven sustained tis^ X 

We had enjoyed fbr some days What is cabled a rtant of 
wind, and could lie within two anid a half pomtsof our con>«c ; 
but sudden changes which took place within our last day^s 
run gave fearful tokens of coming danger. We bad been 
driven some hundred miles to the northward of our direct 
course, and had gone about to catch, as it was hoped, a *' siettdtf 
wester,'^ when a furious tempest burst upon us, which left uar 
no choice bat to scud under bare poles before it, trusting to the 
soundness of the vessel and the skill and stiMdinese of the 
helmsman for our safety. 

This frightforl gale dontmaed two days and niffhts, during 
which time not one of our officers <x erew once lay down, ot 
changed a garment. At length, on tiie thkd day, still being 
vnabfe to show a stitch of canvass, and oiir rigging aU in dts^ 
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firder, it was deemed advieaUe to lie to, in order to repair our 
•damages. This (however necessary) was, in our case, a nice 
and hazardous mancenvre : we had the advantage of a light 
4diip, it is true, which u^ to that hour, was as buoyant as a cork 
m the water. All being ready, the helm was eased down 
gently, the after yaids braced up; rfie came up swiftly to the 
wind ; when a Iktle abaft the beam the main stay-sail was 
lioisted, hei^-yards braced up, and the helm lashed a turn to 
lee : Ae then rode with comparative ease. Two of tlie most 
miserable and anxious days of my. whole existence concluded 
by an event the horrors of which will never be effaced from my 
tnind. 

Towards the close of the second day, while the lingering 
light just enabled us to distinguish the faces of those nearest, 
I came on deck to assist in making sail ; a partial lull had ex- 
isted for some hours. Bateman and two others were on the 
fto^-yard; the helmsman had taken his station, securing him- 
self with a stout lashing; the sea ran mountains high. I held 
a momentary conversation with the captain, who, holding by 
the main halliards, was hailing Tom Bateman (who was at the 
very ear-ring of the ibre^ard,) and the others, to take care of 
tliemselves. At that moment a sudden darkness hung over the 
ship, as if she lay in the shadow of some mighty mountain. 
Ur^ed by a powerful instinct, I rushed abaft, and crouching 
beside the aftermost gun, twisted my arm in its lashings, and 
held fast : the thought and the action were momentary and 
simultaneous* The last sound my ear caught was, " Moind 
TouRSfiLVBB TttERB ON DBOK.- In another instant I felt my* 
self as if overwhelmed in a watery grave — a frightful crash^ 
a shriek^ — a confusion of horrid sou^s died on my ear : almost 
fiufibcated, gasping for breath, I felt the weight of waters pass 
over my drenched body. 

Either my eyes or my memory seemed to betray me as I 
^>ened them, and beheld the altered deck : our bcMits were 
swept from the booms; the bulwark on both sides from the 
main to the forechains was carried away as if by a broadside oi 
twenty-four pounders. I could not perceive a soul on deck 
but the carefully lashed helmsman, who seemed perfectly mas- 
ter of the wheel ; the ship was before the wind; dismal shrieks 
arose from cabin and deck; but the danger had in some degree \ 
passed. A monstrous sea had struck the ship right on the 
beam ' it carried all before it: its curling top had nearly swept 
from the fore-yard our daring mate and his two companions m 
danger. The unfortunate little captain, and a fine active young 
fellow. Lieutenant Fredericks oi the 60tii regiment, were 
victims of its ftiry; they were prematurely hurried to their 
v^atery grave^ 






m 



^^MJ^-: "^'-'^v ^ - -^ 




'•'^> , 



I5ii THB STAts OirricmvL^ 

Lieutenant Fredeiicks bad for several m§bts past shared my 
cloak as we sat sheltered under the lee of the after bulwark^ 
. ready to take pur share of the duty osk deck; he was a cheer^ 
ful/kiod-hearted young fellow, ever ready to attend and oblige 
his more feeble messmates. Poor soul I he had not been a 
second on deck when he met bis deplorable &te. I reflected 
with satisfaction that the last words I had addressed to the un- 
fortunate captain were those of kindness. I should have been 
miserable had be lefl the world with the recollection of one 
word of harshness from my tongue upon bis mind. 
The people below were all afloat; tbe water had rushed 
/ down the companion. The main hatchway had fortunately 

been closely battened down all day, but sufficient of the sea 
had found its way downwards to set every thing swimming ; 
the cries of the poor women and their little innocents were 
heart-rending. 

It was now within two days of Christmas. Ah ! how many 
thoughts this reflection called up in the minds of alL Among^ 
tbe most sanguine of our party was a youth of my own age^ 
^ Lieutenant Charles Hanby Williams, gS a West India regi- 

ment, the son of an old soldier^ a Northumbrian, wbo» although 
firom the day of ottr departure from the islands to the present, 
had never been able to move without the aid c^a friendly arrai, 
yet sang with his feeble voice a Christmas carol, and seemed 
as full of the well recollect^ festivity of the seascm as if be- 
side bis paternal he^th. 

*^ Come, gentlemen," be would say with his peculiar aecent^ 
, glass in hand, " Herwe's a merwy Christmw to va aUT al« 

I though scarcely able to quaff bif own sentim^it Happily^ 

I Heaven did preserve hira te enjoy his ianaily's enibf«cea afleir 

/ all his perils. 

We now seemed to have caught the long-dee^red westerly 
wind, which blew with steadiness; the nights were bright and 
starry, and the days were clear, cold, and bracing. Christmas 
was celebrated first by tbe prayers for the day, and aflerwards 
by a general feast, in which all on board partook. Tom Bate- 
man had been dubbed captain, but not to the entire content ^ 
the crew ; but the four military men, who still assumed the 
control of all parties^ kept down discontent This day passed 
off in a manner that, for the time, dissipated all painfiil reflec- 
tions : on the nejct but one, a shout of ** Lmtd i land, en the lar- 
board beam /^* drew our attention to that quarter, aiid our only 
astonishment was, iiow it could so long have escaped our o^ 
servation. 

It was a remarkably lofty range ef mountains^ and, acccnrding 
to the cei\j^ecture of the most experienced of the crew, was the 
south-west coast ef Irel^i^d ^ Wbetber this opinion were or w^^ 
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not correct, our cftptain-matc acted upon it, and shaped ^e 
course a point or two to the southward. The chaonel chart 
was unrolled, the deep line rigged ; but after several trials we 
could find no certain soundings: in order not to overrun our 
safe distance, we shortened sail at nightfidl, and kept a good 
look out Scarcely an eye in the ship, of those who were fit 
to keep the deck, was closed in sleep during two anxious 
nights. 

A little before day-break, on the third morning, a dim light 
broke through the haze and fog, which the more experienced 
of the crew pronounced to be the Lizard, an opinion which 
was disputed by others. The daylight, however, showed us 
the loom of the land as far as the eye could roach on the lee« 
bow, and we therefore btddly carried on, being satisfied by our 
soundings that we were in the British Channel. We kept the 
north shore veil on board, so as to be able to make a port m the 
event of any sudden danger, as our leak once more betrayed 
alarming symptoms of increase. The lead was out every half 
hour, and we were now in sight of the lon^-wished-for land. 
Hope beat high in every bosom, although the increase of water 
in the well gave us pangs which we could not dissemble, even 
while congratulating each other on our unexpected release 
from misery. 

All hands now worked by turns at the pumps; even the 
poor invalids between decks, who had not strength to lend their 
aid during the voyage across the Atlantic, mSde a feeble but 
hearty em>rt to aid our cxerticnis. 

Next day we clearly saw, during the intervals of the fog, 
several well-known points of the coast of Devon. It was blowing 
remarkably fresh, notwithstanding which we carried tohoK 
sail to drive the vessel along through the water, as our sal* 
vation depended on the speedy attainment of a port Although 
our labour at the pumps was incessant, we could not free the 
vessel to two feet water. Tsirtt inches was the average 
after all our toils ! 

Three of the oldest seamen, having been seen in earnest 
conversation on the forecastle, apart from the rest of the crew, 
it appeared. to us abaft that they meditated some extraordinary 
measure. Before we could ascertain their wishes or intentions, 
Captain Hawkins, the senior officer on board, who disappeared 
for a minute or two, suddenly showed himself on deck armed 
with his sword drawn, a brace of pistols stuck in his Handker- 
chief, with which he girded himself like.a belt ; and rushing 
forward most rashly, he charged these men with an intention 
of taking the ship into a French port, peremptorily ordering us 
as his junior officers to arm ourselves, and under his command 
to en^ce the duty of the vessel. 
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This mid fteeasation drove the Bewnon into ts fthmxil open 
slate of mtttiBy. Our muted remonstiiuiees to appeeee this 
nMiiiee were ia w& At length, in conmiGtiaB with the 
three oempanions who had sbar^ mj toils duruag the yoyagfe^ 
and the feehle Wilhams, I po6iti?ely denied his antfaority for 
my own part, and that of the four suhaltem cffieers acting 
under my ad?iee. 

On ^ Long Jack " eoming aft to take his turn at the helm, he 
repeated his aocusationi protesting that he would stand by him, 
pistol in hand, to prevent him steering fbt the Frenoh ooast, 
The helBMuuMi made no reply to this twavadov^ hat hestowed a 
look of contempt on the infuriated captain* which showed hkn 
hew much he despised the silly threat 

That there was something extraordinary in <;onteniplation Iqf 
a portion of the crew was evident^ but Him impetoostty oi thie 
inconsiderate man put all chance of explanation out of our 
leachi Mean while, the water in the bold was gaining fiuft 
upon ttSL Although we had more than enough wmd, and ». 
cloud of 8ail».we found, the shif^ going hntfiye £iota an hoar bj^ 
the log. 






CHAPTER XJL 

"Afi yet 'tis nridnight deep: tbe weary douihl, 
Blow-ioeltiiif , mingle iato BoMd gteom.'* 

EvEMiNo was closing ftst, slight snow-showers- had &llen: 
icluring the aHernoom a thick fog hovered over the land, and; 
daylight left us in this critical state* The pump-handles were 
never at rest for ten minutes during this long, long^night; they 
were ohiefiy worlred by the officers,^ the ^ei^ers, and the 
negroes. The whole crew became sulky: even Bateman, when 
called to his watch at four o*clock, did not appear for twenty 
minutes; and shortly after his coming on deck there was an 
alarm of fire in.his cabin ! He had left the stump of his lighted 
candle, pressed with his thumb, against die thin bulkhead, and 
in its &11, from, its own heat^ it set fire to the bedclothes. For- 
tunately they had not been dry for the last six weeks, and a. 
stifling smoke without fiame was soon, subduct ; hut it caused 
confusion> and increased ill-humour among all. 

We cangfat occasional glimpses of the southern oeast of tbe 
Wight as we passed that island in the early part of the merningf 
Iwt the dense fog baf3ed ail one attempts to make a harbour.. 
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We had a leading^ wind to take us through the Needles, could 
we have ventured on the attempt 

Since we entered the Channel we had seen but one vessel; 
and as the morning advanced we again had her distinctly in 
view, about two leagues a*head; and with the help of our 
glasses we discovered her to be one of our late convoy. While 
forward, observing this vessel^ the boy Bill whispered to nie, 
that the seamen below were breaking into the late captain's 
cabin through the steerage, and had already got at his stores, 
and helped themselves. I consulted Tom B^teman as to what, 
could be done to prevent farther mischief His reply assured me ' 
that our control was entirelv lost by the conduct of the mad cap- 
tain ; *' And tJie only thing,, said Tom, ** these men wanted was 
a scramble at the skipper's lockers; and they meant no harkn 
to u&" Shortly afler these men came on deck dressed in their 
best clothes, (a sure sign of an expectation of wreck, or abandon* 
ment of the sbipO atid evidently the worse for liquor. 

To venture on a remonstrance with men in their state woidd' 
have been insane. The boys were sober, and so was fiateman 
and the foreigners; ^nd it curred to me that, by making the 
others oom][^etely drunk, we might render them powerless. I 
therefore ordered up a bo^e of ram and one of Madeira, and 
dudlenged tltem for a half-hour's spell at the pumps-^tfae 
officers and the boys against the old seamen, commencing the 
trial with nearly a tumbler of rum each (we taking our^ine.) 
To work we went : each seaman, as his spell of eight or ten mi- 
nutes ended, was plied with rum in abundance. The plan sttc- 
ceeded : they Worked like angry devils ; and having put their 
own pump out of order, came to ours, and shoved as away with 
a rudeness which we could readily pardon, and worked at that 
until completely exhausted : they then reeled forward, and found, 
their way down the fore-hatch to sleep off their intoxication. 

Whatever doubt we might have entertained of Bateman, 
from bis altered manner during the last two days, he, now 
proved himself stanch to us at the moment wlien his fidelity 
was most required. He spoke to the outrageous captain with a 
degree of firmness and good sense I little expected ; although in 
his own rude northern dialect, he toid him in a fow words that 
he would commaod and tomUd be obeyed, or, as he empbati-- 
^aWy concluded^ " Yauw amnd ay^ shmoU see whaiw*8 the better- 
mmm-'-'moind thauty Mister Coptain !" 

After an ine^ctual appeal to us to support his anthority, ^ta» 
intemperate man retired to the cabin, to make a draft of the 
charges be meant to exhibit against the whole of us, com- 
prising the crimes of insubordination^ disobedience of orders^^ 
mutiny and seditiom! and which he had the ft^ly to send u» 
i»yoDeof the invalid aergieaats, with ocdem t0«oMider«nin^ye«. 
under arrest 
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CHAPTER XLI. 



•• Hark I what meaniB that dreadfol cry Y' 



A TBioK snow-etorm, which lusted nearly two hoars, hadT 
sent us on a dozen miles; and it was just clearing ofl^ when an 
alarming shout from one of the boys, who was forward on the 
look-out, struck all ears with the dismal sounds of** Breaken 
a4iiead, and a ship ashore!!!^ 

Bateman, who had been leaning on the capstan in a dech 
ponding attitude during the last half hour, scarcely removing 
the flakes of snow that formed in drifts round his ample chest, 
and occasionally sighing like a wounded bear, instantly rushed 
forward, and his powerful voice was soon heard by the helms- 
man, " Hard a port !" — ^" Brace up main yard !" — "Run up main 
BtayHsail !*'— " Mon in the chains !" In an instant all the crew 
vrere on deck except the Jthree drunkards, who were lying 
below insensible to danger. There was a strong flood-tide set- 
ting right on the reef, on which the hapless vessel was trans- 
fixed, and it required all our skill to prevent the ship flilling ta 
leeward. 

•* What have you got V cried Tom to the man in the chains^ 

^* Quarter less ^vq^^^ (sung out the man.) 

** Heave again ! po-o-rt, po-o-rt !" 

"Anda-halfSix!" 

** Cheerly, cheerly, my hearts !" (cried Tom.) 

•*By the mark Sbvjbn !" 

** No near ! keep her a clean full ! Now, ray raon V*' 

•* By the deep Elrven !" 

" Hurrah \ hurrah ! my boys — all clear ! steady that." 

Tbm*8 cheers assured us of our own safety from our late im- 
minent danger, and we now ranged ourselves along the lee^ 
quarter to take a sad view of the unhappy beings, whose de-^ 
struction we saw was inevitable, and from whom all hope must 
have fled, when at our nearer approach, they beheld the naked- 
ness of our deck — not a boat, not a spare spar was to be seen ; 
our forlorn appearance sufliciently betokened our utter inability 
to afibrd the slightest relief. > 

We were near enough for some moments to hear the heart- 
rending cries of oulr perishing fellow-creatures ; to behold than 
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itt all the agony of despair, with hands uplifted towards our 
vesselt as if iniploriDg that aid whieb we had not the power to 
afford I The sea made free passage over the vessel amidshipsi 
And we every instafit expected to see her part A cluster of 
men^ whom we supposed to be the crew, were crowded on the 
fi>reca8tle and bowsprit; while, on the poop^ we could discern ft 
group (^several females, whose frantic shrieks pierced our ears 
during the distressing, period in which we passed within ti>ree 
hundred yards of~the wreck; our own agonies were only infe- 
rior to those of the wretched safierer& 

" Oh 'twat a sigMr w blaneb joy^a rosy eheek r* 

£«ven the feeling of sel^ecurity, so dear to ouk* fratl nature^ 
lost its force for the moment. To our anxious question, " Tooa^ 
Tom, can we do nothing to save even the women T' poor Bate- 
uaa^ who stood 'beside the helmsman bIuU>ering. like a chiki^ 
replied— " Nauw, gentlemen, nauwl" and as with his tarry 
cuff be wiped off the tide of; tears which flowed down^ his rug«^ 
ged ch^ks, he exclaim^, **God be wi em, poor-^poor sauUs I 
nanwthing-^nauwthing caun save them nowe !" Tiiese wOrdsy 
uUered in tones of the deepest melanchdy, were scarcely pro^ 
notinced, ere his ready ey^^caught the symptoms of a furious 
squall approaching, and a tliicK cloud of f^cy snow ready to 
burst upon us. 

'^ Stand by topsail halliards! Dom me be quick!'' roarsd 
out Tom : " don't ye see what's arter ml Dowse all !" 

The squall soon caught us; but we were pretty well prepared 
to meet its fury : we scudded for about a quarter of an boor^ 
when a clear to leeward gave os a parting sight of the breafc* 
€18; but, alas! not the «^tp/-H9he had gone to pieces^ and 
every soul on board bad perished. 

Two seamen, who on her first striking had cast themselves 
off on the wreck of a topmast, and were fortunate enough to 
have been picked up, after being four hours in tlie water, clin^ 
ing to their frail support, gave these particularsy which we a^ 
terwards learnt also from the newspapers, which stated that 
twenty-seven persons had perished : amongst the number were 
the wife and three daughters of Major Morden, of the eighty- 
seventh regiment, with three servants. 

This was the unhappy group we had beheld in their kist mo* 
ments of life, and whose &mal shriek of death I never can for* 
get! 

The day was now waning apace, when Tom Bateman, who 
had just plummed the well, called us t<^ether, and with the 
most perfect calmness of voice and manner, pronounced tho 
doom of the ship. v 
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**Poor EUium,*^ said he, "has not mauny boon to float !^' 
ageqeml expression of horror escaped us. ^Sautly! sautly, 
gemmen !*' said this hero of his own sphere, ** aul's naut laust 
tbat*s in danger ; it*s nauw three quarters floud, and if we could 
loind a good berth to roon her ashore, whoy,all on us moightbe 
saved, snoug and quoiet Saw, whilst it*8 day loight suppose 
we close the shore, and fbire a goon or two, and mawbaap 
soome of these here coast-crauft chaups may put off to us." 

The love of life was too dear in all to allow any one to ofl^ 
an objection to a plan which held out the only chance of its 
preservation. We had already four feet water in the hold! 
with a momentary increase. Three of the best seamen on 
board were lying drunk, and wholly unserviceable to us; the re- 
mainder of the crew, and the poor foreigners particularly, be- 
haved like men to the last 

Three of our remaining guns were serviceable, and powder 
was brought up fVom the magazine for a few charges; after 
which, to avoid any additional calamity that might arise in the 
search for plunder, we drowned the remainder, except a car- 
tridge we brought up in hand. As to saving baggage, or in- 
deed any thing but our lives, we entertained no bo]^ We 
opened our trunks, which bad all been deposited in the maga- 
' zme, to obtain what money each contained. In this scramble 
the box of the unfortunate widow, in which was cash to the 
amount of nearly one hundred pounds, totally escaped our recol- 
lection, havin|^ been placed in a corner out of observation. 

Even in this awful state of our aflairs, that pitiful maniac. 
Captain Hawkins, continued to torment himself and us, with 
threats for our mutiny and disobedience ! He bad been scrib- 
bling the whole of this unhappy day, and seemed intent alone 
on preserving himself and his writings, indifferent to the Iobb 
of property, which now appeared inevitable, or even to the risk 
of life. All I could muster, was twelve joes in gold, and a few 
dollars in silver; with these in my pocket, with my pistols, and 
the sword of my respected general, I re-ascended the deck, 
ealmly prepared to meet whatever fate Providence might de- 
cree. "> 

The clouds of night already gathered around us. W-illiams, 
with my other associates, assisted in loading the guns: we 
fired one each minute for a few rounds; then ceased, and threw 
our guns overboard; chopped the anchors from the cat-head; 
got up as many of the water-buts as we could, and started their 
contents ; they were then lashed together by threes ; the top- 
masts were uniidded and lowered ; we then turned her bead for 
the low sandy beadh, right before the wind, under the main- 
nil. Afler half an bourns agonizing anxiety as to the fata 
that Waited us in this last and desperate attempt, we got iota 
fboal water, 
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Although we had screwed up our biindB to the very sticking 
][>lace of courage, to meet the shock of striking, when that 
awful momeut arrived, and the bdd Tom shouted out, *< Hauld 
hard, all hands, she stroikes f ' a general cry followed the 
sfa6ck — many were knocked down ; even those who felt them- 
selves most secure by holding on by the ringing, were lifted 
off their legs by the violence of the first stroke from which the 
vessel rose) and on the top of a long shoal wave, assisted by 
the wind, gained a couple of hundred feet, before her keel 
made a second and final bed in the hard and unyielding 
strand ! 

We had scarcely been fixed a minute, when the foremast 
tcame tumbling aft, threatening destruction to all within its 
vortea:. The broken water roared over the shallow on every 
side! The piercing cries of the poor women and children 
rent our hearts, wlUle we still felt it our duty to chide their 
clamour. 

Rising above this war of sounds, the loud and distinct voice 
of the unsubdued Northern made itself be heard. The ship 
had taken a partial and unsteady heel to starboard, to which 
side the wreck of the foremast inclined in its fall. AH the pas- 
sengers were huddled together to larboard on the quarter- 
deck; but the ever* watchful Tom, perceiving that another 
heave of the sea would change her position, oniered us all as 
far aft as we could stow ourselves, while with the remainder 
(^ the crew, he was employed in clearing a passage for the 
wreck of the falling foremast A lofly ground-swell threw 
the hull of the vessel with a sudden shock on her larboard 
bulge, when the foremast thundered over the lee-side with a 
horrid crash, sweeping' in its ruin an unfortunate sergeant of 
the Royal Irish Artillery, who h&d just crawled up from his 
berth, as it were to court that death he had so instantly en- 
countered. One wild and piteous shriek, the howl of his na- 
tive country, was all he uttered : the next moment he was no 
more! 

The passage from the quarter-deck to the forecastle eould 
only be performed with difficulty ; but it was more, than once 
traversed by the adventurous mate, with the huniane iiitent of 
lousing the sleeping drunkards, whose voice we at length 
hetal forward in noisy altercation with that unhappy-minded 
man, Captain Hawkins, who> in the confusion of the moment, 
had gone to the head of the ship, when she first struck, to look 
out 

He was no>f completely in the power of those who could 
have wreaked their ready vengeance on him ; but British sai- 
lors were never known to be assassins. Sobered b}^ the dan- 
gers of the scene, these men employed themselves in laahing 
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iQfQlber such coops «iid empty eemka «8 were Tpj^iii Hiefr 
feach, while the remaioder «f the crew \uere {engaged ih4nin|' 
lar precaatioM abaft. 

The violent piking of the ship on the sand Ihreatened every 
moment to stave in her side ; the &te of the poor invalids, the 
women, and the children, m the event of suefa a calamity, was 
the most afflicting consideration. The moon 'broke foith in 
l^illiant splendour ; the tide was at its height; and our eyes 
Avere fondly bent towards that^ shore, to reach which, even 
naked and ontcnst, was the prayer of all. 

We could discern some lights glimmering in the distaaoe, 
<^eering, perhaps, some circle of happy bSiday Mks, vAkyjo^ 
joyous revds the theu^ts of such a scene asouradidoot dead. 
\Ve contrived to lower the main-yard, and, fay great ezc^^nn, 
laired it athwart-ship ; our mainmast stood as firm as the foiieflt 
oak, and the resistance of the vessel to the r^wtition 4sf siiefa 
constant and heavy shocks proved the integrity of her northern 
build ; she held tc^ether as if composed of one entire mass of 
limber. 

Our bell remained pendant and uninjured: wecaHed^oot 
to the men forward to sound the dismal note of distress, while, 
vrkh the aid of the ca^Vidge we had preserved^ we let off 
** devils," as they are^alled, of moistened powd^, every. quar- 
ter of an hour. In this way we passed the dread&l night 
which ushered in the new year of ninety-eight. 

Before midfiigbtanawfalstillBessfrevatM, whieh, lomtif^, 
appeared the harbinger of oomiiig death ; it was, (bowever, of 
happier omen. The sea aubskled by degrees into languid 
heavings, and at length settled into a dead and peaceful ealra. 
Some time after twielve the lately brillii^nt moon sosck isle 
leadmi paleness, and en all sides 

Darkness and the chilling gloom of a wintry midnight hnng 
over the deep; but every heart felt, that the brighter beam of 
divine mercy had lighted on us ift the last hour of our^e^vy 
trial. ^ 

The tide in its-reflux and return searcelynf^Aedtbesuiihee 
of eur ideally bertii. During tlie night, the three ^oreciasde- 
ipen, trusting to their raf^ kunehed themselves eifat kw 
water, and happily reached the shore ki safety. jA^hg be^we 
day broke, the twmklinff light of several lanterns approachkig 
^e wreck, assured us £at succour was at hand : the wiads of 
hei^ven seemed hushed to nlence djirinff this vital moment. . 
Font ^o&ta came in suecession alongsv^a, net as inhwaao 
wreekersy but as ftiends to ^ ferlera and ^ ' 
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The first impolse of our joyous hearts was to utter a spon- 
taneous cry of thanksgivinjg to our Divine and Merciful Pro- 
tector ; after which our em>rts were immediately directed to 
collecting the poor women and helpless little innocents that 
yet survived our misfortunes, and place them with safety in the 
boats. This was happily effected by the help of the gratings, 
which, lashed together, formed a safe platform. 

Two boats, locmed with the feeble and the helpless, had al- 
ready put aS for the shore ; the officers made their way into 
the third ; on taking our places in which, the insane captain 
thought it right to enter his protest against us all, and autho- 
ritatively remarked, ** Gentlemen, you will recollect I do 
not waive my command ; I consider you all under arrest" 
The fourth boat yet remained for its freight Of the crew all 
had gone off but fiateman, one of the boys, and one steady Dane. 
No inducement could tempt honest Tom to quit.the hull of the 
Ellison while it stuck together, nor would the boy or the faith- 
ful Dane consent to leave him to perish alone. 

To press the hand of a brave and honest seaman I shall ever 
deem an honour, and before we cast ofl^ I sprang up the slant- 
ing deck, on which the lion-like Tom held his uncertain foot- 
ing, and seizing his rough and weather-tanned hand, said, 
**&teman, the squeeze of the hand from such a noble-hearted 
fellow is worthy a king's acceptance — farewell, brave soul ! 
God give us a happy meeting, for we all owe our lives to you l" 

Tom, who was evidently melted, but not unmanned, fer- 
vently answered, "Awmen! awmen! You aund oye mout 
haw sailed round the world, and never baud no words of con- 
trariness. And as for that theere poor leeflenant as went over- 
board wi' our d — (God forgive me ! whaut waus oye a gowing 
to say !) our poor little coptain, whoy he was a troomp too, and 
loike yourself worked hank for hank wi' the best mon o' the 
ship. But as for that theere mad coptain, aul oye sauy is a 
clear berth from him — aunly for he, we should naw haw had 
the dommed blaucks aboord ; it waur a heavy hoor we shipped 
'em. This poor Ellison is naut much harmed : if we can get 
her off at the springs, well aund good, if naut, woorse luck ; 
but oy'll stick boye her, an do moy obleegation. So naw, 
God bless you, coptain, an' a happy meeting wi' all at home !" 

We were soon off; and as I surveyed the situation of the 
vessel in the gray morning's light, I felt additional claims on 
ray gratitude to Heaven for our preservation. The fourth bcMit 
remained with the salvagers. We had rather a long row to 
the shore : the beach shoaled out to the distance of a mile or 
more ; and when our boat grounded, my impatience would not 
permit me to be carried on shore in my turn, on the back of 
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one of the boatmen. I jumped into the water, nearly hip<[eep^ 
and wading to the beach, hurried to an unobserved spot, where, 
falling on ray knees, I uttered in all the thankfulness of an 
adoring and grateful heart, my humble acknowledgments to 
our Creator and Preserver, 



». IV 



Whose haads prepared the dry ktnd,*' 

On joining my comrades, we made up a purse for the boat- 
men, amounting to two guineas each boat, and accompanied by 
the men, women, and children, marched in a body to the near- 
est village. The poor dear little ones, unconscious of their 
late perils, no sooner felt their safe footing on shore than they 
gambolled about, throwing snow-balls, and heedless of the 
piercing cold. 

Whilst all the rest were rejoicing at our providential escape 
from death, enjoying every trifling incident on our march as a 
happy occurrence, Captain Hawkins stalked on in gloomy si- 
lence, seemingly wrapt in feelings of wounded pride and 
offended honour. His repeated expression of ** You may laugh, 
gentlemen ! but by and by yoti'UJind it no laughing matter .'*' 
although, at the moment it increased our mirth, proved but too 
prophetic of onr future trouble. 

On reaching the village, we made the necessary arrange- 
ments for passing on the invalids, the women, and children in 
wTigons, during the preparation for which they one and all 
received the kindest attention, with the aid of some warm 
clothing from the pitying inhabitants. 

During our walk towards the nearest post-town, where those, 
in companionsliip with me, intended that we should take a 
post-coach for Jiondon, we oflfered the hand of good fellowship^ 
and oblivion of all past differences, to our late messmate, Haw- 
kins, who had so unexpectedly assumed the commanding of- 
ficer over us; but he remained silent and inexorable. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 



-** Could great men thunder 



Ab Jove himselfdoes, Jove never wouW be quiet; 
For every paKry, petty oAoer, 
Would use bis heaven for tbuader.*' 

Thb welcome sight of London put us all in jspiri^a ; bat we 
>vere obliged to keep house until wecould equip ourselves witli 
liabiliments fit for the street; for, strange to say, tlie officers of 
•either service, to whom the family of the Bulls are indebted for 
a country to live in, and for the use«f43trects to walk in, would 
be hustled about, followed, mobbed, cmd stared at, should they 
nlare to appear in the livery of honour. Three days had passed, 
l)efore we were all equipped so as to be able to report our ar- 
rival in persoa at the adjutant generars office ; where, greatly 
to our amazeqient, we found that charge* of a most serwvLS na- 
ture had been preferred against the whole "five €\i us, by that 
mischievous maniac, Captain Hawkins, and against me particu- 
larly as theprimum mobile of the mutiny. 

Our astonishment and indignation were almost lost in tlie 
feeling of ridicule, which, in spite of our annoyance, we could 
Jiot but indulge at tiiis communication ; but Uie deputy adju- 
-tant*general seemed to view it in a very serious way. 

The subsequent experience of thirty years, has convinced 
"me that there is nothing too ridiculous in the nature of ctccuso' 
iitm not to be treated in a serious way at the Horse Guards, 
War Office, or Treasury ; and not any thing half so difficult as 
jto obtain attention to, or redress of a real grievance i 

"The whole affiiir," said this official soldier, (What affa«?) 
^* was under the consideration of the coramander-in-chietj and 
until his Royal Highnesses commands were communicated 
thereon, we would be pleased (/) to considei' ourselves hi open 
arrest. 

"I»No MFB TO lunacy!" I exclaimcd, as with my four in- 
culpated companioBS, I counted the stone jteps of the two flights 
of the adjutant-generars stairs, and thought oh that one extra- 
ordinary flight of our mad captain, which placed us in this un- 
pleasant predicament * 

To find him out, and pummel him to death, was our first de- 
termination, but happily not followed up. After a variety of 
jurojectg, in which no two of us agreed^ we at Jeogth iiit upon 
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one resolation, which was carried unanimously ; namejk, to acl« 
joum to the old military bouse of call, the CanDon, in Gockspur 
Street, (which formerly stood nearly opposite Spring Gardens,) 
to dinner, after which we could talk over our grievances. In 
the course of the evening, we fortunately fell in with a 8ur« 
ffeon, to whom two of our party had been known in the West 
indies, and to him we told our whole story. 

He was a shrewd, cool, clear-headed Sa>tchman. Afler pa- 
tiently hearing us out, he asked us what we meant to do ; and 
on receiving ror answer that we knew not, he invited the whole 
of us to cfQl on him next morning, after breakfast, at his 
lodgings in SuficJk Street, (the Scotch barracks, as it was 
termed in those days,) to receive his opeenion aod odveese, 
both of which, to bis credit, he bestowed with equal good sense 
and feeling. 

We, acoordinglyv drew up under his correctioD a statement 
of our voyage, sod all its occurrences, not sparing our accuser. 
Captain Hawkins, whose conduct we fully described ; the fide- 
lity of which statement in every particular, we expressed our 
readiness to verify on oath. This was duly presented : we re- 
ceived a cold, formal oflScial letter in reply, stating that our 
DEFENCE should be submitted for consideration. 

Afler six weeks' mortification and delay, it was notified to 
us,** that although our conduct in resisting the authority of 
Captain Hawkins, our senior officer, was reprehensible, and 
aubversive of that good order and discipline so essential for the 
good of bis Maiesty's service in all situations \ yet, under all 
circumstances, his Royal Highness did not feel it necessary to 
institute farther proceedings, trusting that the lenity thus ex- 
ercised towards us would have its due cfieet on all the parties 
implicated in those acts of insubordination, which his Royal 
Highness had been so forcibly called on to notice and con- 
demn. 

This precious document, signed by the secretary of that day, 
was handed about all the military tables in town, and there was 
but one opinion on its absurdity and injustice : but, as if to put 
to shame the judgment of the secretary and his royal master, 
thicT same rigid defender of discipline — ^thissaid captain-— proved 
his insanity by goio^one day to the Horse Guards vociferously 
demanding a majority? and being obliged to be removed by 
force, he shot himself under the roof 6f that building in which 
his scandalous and groundless complaints against five innocent 
and honourable 3roung men had been so eagerly received and 
fostered ! Had the press of that day been so unfettered and 
bold as it is at present, we should not have sat down under such 
an insult so quietly, 

One of the party. Lieutenant Harvey PqwoII, imnoediately 
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Kdd 9Ut, and ia hia rage and disgust at the treatment he hud 
received, betook himself to hia native county lo Ireland ; where, 
JuriaetheunbappyrebellionorthatyeBr, he rendered his name 
terrible by the daring activity of the inBurgeal cojps whicii lie 
comntanded. 

All the Sne qaalitics of hia manly and generous heart gave 
way b) a feeling of desperate and deep-mated revenge. His 
brief career of crime was marked by uhueuiI atrocity exercised 
■eaiiBt the king's U-oops, whenever the chance of war favoured 
him; and he at lengtJi fell in the field at New Ross, after al- 
moHt annihilating the regiment of militia immediately opposed 
to hia brigade of rebels, and while cheering his men to fresh 
elaughter. lie fought and fell with a bravery worthy of a bet- 
. ter cause ; and thia man was lost to his Majesty's service, from 
the miserable lolly of peraane in power listening to the unsup- 
ported and incredible tales of a mischievoua maniac. 

Full three months had passed before we could obtain the 
compensation allowance Ibr the loss of baggage; and it waa iu 
myscarchfordocumentatOBupport these claims that 1 obtained, 
diroug-h the ship's agent, a clow to the brave Tom Bateman. 
The succeeding tide having been attended with much wind 
and sea, he, with his two companions, were compelled to quit 
the wreck; biit in tlie course of a few days the hull was safely 
fotafloat On reaching town he made the usual proteat, whicli 
contained such a completecorroborationof our statement to the 
Horse Guards, that had we been awaro of its existence at the 
time, it would have proved a moat valuable document Late 
as it was, however, we had mi attested copy formally presented 
to the secretary at the Horae Guards; a trouble which we might 
have spared ourselves, as the circumstance to whicti it related 
had escaped his memory, and he would not take upon himself 
to bring under revieioii a case on which his royal chief had al- 
ready given D tinal opinion. 

After much search, we found honest Tom at the Raiiiiliea 
public house in Wapping, undergoing the most tormenting 
cross-examination of two pettifogging limbs or excrescences of 
the law, employed in exercising alt their low ingenuity to en- 
trap and puzzle Tom into a self-refutation of his protest, wilii 
a view, of course, to furnish some advantage to the nnder- 
writers. The unexpected sight of our party cheered Tom's 
spirits; but his eiiaveii face and trimmed hair, long-skirted 
coat, red waistcoat, velveteen breeches, and blue stockings, had 
to altered hia whole appearance, that it required a caretiil in- 
vestigation of his countenance to recognise in that sober-look- 
ii^ personage the romantic-looking, ru^eed tar, whom, once 
seen in his original attire, it was impoeaiUe ever ta forget. 
15* 
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The certificate which we left for him at our first port, whidi 
set forth his exertions and undaoDted perseverance for the pre- 
servation of the vessel to the last, was of infinite service to 
Tom, who had already got a berth in a south-seaman preparing 
to sail in the following May. 

We had subscribed for the purchase oi a watch, which wc 
took the opportunity of presenting to him before the pettifog* 
gers, as an acknowledgment for his fidelity and honesty inr the 
discharge of all his duties, and for his skill and carefof the ship 
Ellison, so long as that unfortunate vessel could swim^ 

Tom made his homely but honest acknowledgments for our 
kind recollection of him ; and on taking our leave, which we 
did not do until we had put the harpies to flight, the poor fel> 
low's heart was in his mouth. He gripped our hands one after 
the other, and after giving us a hearty seaman's blessing, be 
added, ** And nauw, I tell yee, never have nothing to do wi^ 
DOMHED BLAUOKs, whcncver yee gaw to sea again." — ^Tom cer- 
tainly did not belong to the society of ** Les Amis des Noirs.*' 

My mind dwelt with pain on the recent Horse Guards' 
transactions. I reflected on what a slight thread a man's 
fiime, his fortune, and honour, depended, when any mischief- 
making blockhTead, or long-headed scoundrel, could whisper 
away the character of the gentleman or the soldier, under an 
aflTected zeal for the honour and discipline of his Majesty's 
service. I had the prudence, however, to confine my opinions 
to my own breast ; for just at that moment I had a favour to re- 
quest, namely, an extension of ray leave of absence; and of 
which, after much correspondence, I could only obtain an ad- 
dition of six weeks. My regiment, composed of negroes fresh 
from the African coast, bad not yet reached five hundred in 
number: it was assembled at St. Lucie, a place only tit for 
blacks ! I wrote in the depth of low spirits* to my ever warm 
friend, the Dublin army-agent, for his advice. He proposed two 
plans; — one to purchase into Uie Bufis, in which regiment 
their house had a company for Sale^ which, with the value of 
my captain lieutenancy, could be obtained for seven hundred 
pounds; — the other plan was to endeavour to get placed on 
half-pay; in which case my friend promised a company in a re- 
giment of fencible infantry, then raising in the north, which, 
together with the adjutancy, should be secured to me for a 
comparatively small sum, by which my rank in the army would 
not be lost As for the firsts I knew the inconvenience, not to 
say impossibility of my father's providing such a sum at a mo- 
ment's notice, being a roan of expense, with a large fiimily, 
and one of the worst of economists, even in that thriftlesi 
country. Neither could I reconcile it to myself to think of in- 
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volyinghim in any security for prospective payment That 
plan was, therefore, declined at once; and the second, aathe 
more tempting, as well as feasible one, was entitled to con* 
sideration. My applications for permission to retire on half^ 
pay were met by the most peremptory refusals; but the 
unexpected intelligence arrived of the reduction of three 
of the junior West India regiments, by which I was, much 
to my satisfaction, shelfed in regular oider with some dozens 
of brother-Boldiers whose prospects were not so cheering. 

Just at this period kind fortune sent over to London my fViend 
the agent, through whose exertions, aided by the powerful re- 
commendation of Earl Moira, the plan he had proposed for my 
appointment to the Fencibles was completely and satisfac- 
torily carried into effect I shall not here stop to render the 
full tribute of my gratitude and respect to that mcMst amiable 
and excellent man. Should my poor work, however, ever ar- 
rive at the honour of a second series, his name will find a dis- 
tinguished place in my memoirs. 

Earl Moira was, at that period, at open war with the minis- 
try, partly on account of the scandalous breach of faith prac- 
tised against the poor French emigrants, and which his lordship, 
in his place in the House of Peers, did not scruple to stigma- 
tize in the strongest terms of indignant reprobation. But his 
most recent and unpardonable offence in the eyes of the Pre- 
mier was presiding at the Fox dinner, when that obnoxious 
toast " Our soverbign— the Majesty of the People !" excited 
such a stir in the political world, and made every official head 
from the Throne to the Treasury clerk ache and throb for its 
safety. The pitiful minister of the day infused a portion of his 
own terrors into the breast of his royal master, whose soul was 
heretofore a stranger to the sensation of fear. Amongst its 
other consequences, this popular toast lost old Norfolk the fa- 
vour of his sovereign, the lieutenancy of the county of York, 
and the colonelcy of the West Riding militia. There was a 
caricature published on this occasion, which caused a great 
sensation, inasmuch, as the mind of the public at large was 
warmly expressed in favour of the offending nobles, and equal- 
ly violent in its reprobation of the ministry; indeed there never 
waaa period when the chief magistrate of this mighty country 
and his servants were in worse cdour. 

The picture to which I allude represented his Majesty on 
his throne; from behind which *' Billy Pitt*' (as be was then 
termed by the multitude) with his fnend and prime-minister, 
Old Nick, on his shoulder, was seen peeping, and thrusting his 
mouth towards the royal ear. On each side of the throne were 
ranged the favourites of the day: on the right stood the late 
Lord Salisburyi dressed ia the jacket and nelmet-cap. of the 
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Hertford militia: on the left, the late Earl of Uxbridge, blb tt 
grenadier of the Staflford militia. At the foot of the throne 
stood the Duke of Norfolk in the act of placing in his Majesty's 
band his commission, holding in an elevated position his baton 
of hereditary marshal of England in proud defiance ; while his 
memorable words on that occasion appeared to issue from his 
mouth ; viz. 

" Your Majesty has not a more loyal subject in your domi- 
nions.'* 

The broadest license which the pencil of the caricaturist 
could dare to indulge in was adopted by the ever licentious 
Banbury, in the print alluded to, of which thousands were daily 
sold. 

Having now several weeks' spare time, and being desirous 
of some repose after all my late anxieties, I projected a visit to 
my Newbury friends, the Hailstones; but a little reflection in- 
duced mc to abandon that scheme, and take my chance for re- 
cruiting my health and spirits by a sojourn in Bath for a few 
weeks. After closing all my affairs with the liberal house of 
Cox and Greenwood, I had the satisfaction of finding myself in 
ample funds for the indulgence of my wishes, and left town at 
that portion of the year which is called, amongst tlie fashionabre 
world, the high season, taking my seat unostentatiously enough 
on the box of the Bath and Bristol day-coach. As our heavy 
vehicle slowly wound its way up Speenhill, 1 cast a fond 
look on the well- wooded farm of my respected friends, and be- 
stowed a silent but heartfelt wish for the Happiness of its beloved 
inmates. 

Tiie signs of every road-side ale-house, and the very mile- 
stones on this road, were familiar to my recollection: nothing 
seemed altered since I had passed and repassed three years be- 
fore. The ruddy, sun-burnt peasant children were, as usual, pad- 
dling about the doors of each well-remembered cottage, or roam- 
ing the fields in pursuit of the butterfly, or gathering tlje first 
flowers of a late but lovely spring. Each of these joyous 
groups had their home and their affections; while I felt myself 
a homeless wanderer — one whom Nature had apparently cre- 
ated for the enjoyment of domestic happiness, but whom fate 
had destined to a life of change and care. Of my profession I 
had hitherto experienced few of the sweets, but much of the 
misery; yet in the midst of them I had discharged my humble 
duty with honourable repute. And what was my reward 1 — to 
be all but sacrificed, after my escape from war, pestilence, and 
shipwreck, by a ridiculous accusation, which a sensible and 
impartial inquiry would have dismissed with indignant con- 
tempt ! 

On our coach stopping at my once gay quarters at* * ♦ * * *m 
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for tea, no louffer tenanted by the loyal landlord of former 
days, I inquired for mine host of the Hart and his two pret- 
ty daughters, and was infinrmed that be, poor fellow ! had Kwmd 
a refuge in the county lunatic asylum as a pauper; that one of 
bis daughters became bar-maid at a fashionable inn at Bath, and 
the youngest had gone to London to seek her fortune ; — thai 
fortune may be written in a sentence of sorrow ! So much for 
the unrequited loyalty of poor Bradley. 
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CHAt>T*ER KLIlt 



^* Men, with tbeir bemdt, reflect on thit mnd thmt ; 
But women with their lledrts, or~heaven knowt what/' 

^HB day after mjr drtival at the celebrated city of Bath, thert 
knd always beautiful, I read an advertisement to the followin|f 
ftkcti which, as tsetiretnent was my object^ I lost no time in 
replying to \ and it will be seen that I must have possessed no 
common share of Vanity to assume to itiyself so many good 
^ualitieU as those recjuired by th© iadvertisers : videlicet — 
. "Cotintry Lodgingl^^A res[^table gentleman Under thirty, 
bf good ledudation, pleasing manners, unexceptionable moral 
character, and of social habits, may~ be accommodated with 
board and lodging in a small family in independent circum^ 
stances, residing in a comfortable house a few miles distant 
^<Voxtrthi0 city, (Bath) whose object is solely to add to their so- 
^ety a person whose manners would be found agreeable and 
^creditable to their acquaintance. — ^Address A. Z., at Mr. Crut- 
weirs. Herald Office." 

It must be needless to observe that such an invitation did not 
Temain unnoticed. A dozen of letters were received ih reply, 
of which I was subsequently favoured with a perusal. I per- 
ceived that 1 did not stand alone in that pleasmg delusion — a 
Igood opinion of ohesefYf, the greater number of letters for the 
promised comfort being filled with descriptions of the peculiar 
excellency of temper, talents, and persons of the writers. 

As for myself, I wrote two lines referring to a branch of the 
worthy farmer Hailstone's family, residing at Bristol, for their 
opinion as to my claim to the character whose society the ad- 
vertiser sought 

I jCould not have presumed, with the slightest pretension to 
jpnode^tfr^ to say of myself any thing half so flattering as those 
igood friei^cU to ^i^hpm I referred would say of me. I therefore 
rwent on the surest grounds, and was selected as the inmate, to 
^e exclusion of all other eand idates. 

Jn the course of three or four days every thing was arranged ; 
i^d; fUrqished with my diroctioqs^ J fieU fortb .about nine in a 
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fitie May morning for my place of destination, to which one of 
Pickwick^s post chaises rattled me in less than half an hour. 

The servant girl who opened the outer gate on my descend* 
ing from the carriage, cast a penetrating glance on my whole 
fiice and person, as if she were hereafter to become my jailert 
and feared to lose one lineament of my countenance. The 
senior Abigail, who held thehaU-door in hand — a good-looking 
but demure damsel of about thirty — was not a jot less curious 
or observant than the junior. Passing into the hall, I saw an 
object in advance in female garb, apparently waiting to receive 
me. This, thought I, must be Mrs. Alpha and Omega her- 
self: so advancing, hat in hand, to make my bow of selt-intro- 
duction, I was favoured by a reception at once formal and 
civil, but intended to be politely reserved. The lady ushered 
me into a spacious back parlour opening on a lawn. The 
beauties of the apartment redeemed the character of the house 
in my estimation, which at first appearance bore a strong re- 
semblance to those select asylums where nervous ladies or 
gentlemen are kindly incarcerated by tlie humanity of their 
expectant relatives or friends, in order to be worried to death 
by an excessive care of their health, spirits, and persons. 

The rear of the mansion was really beautiful ; but there \ras 
an old-maidish neatness and precision in the arrangements of 
this apartment which I cauld not associate with the agreeable- 
looking personage who stood before me — a brunette of about 
eight-and-twenty ; a pair of brilliant black eyes, flashing lire 
in their momentary revolutions, almost depriving me of the 
power of analyzing the other features of her very striking 
countenance. The next point of attraction was her teeth ; for 
the display of which. Nature, as if proud of the beautiful pro- 
duction, had left the casket " half open to view." With such 
eyes and such a mouth, it was almost a matter of indifference 
what kind of noso intervened. So that there was a nose, the 
most fastidious in beauty ought to be satisfied. The upper and 
lower parts of the tace would have atoned for any deformity 
short of the actual deficiency of the nasal promontory; but 
even this, when admiration could he spared and subdivided, 
must claim its full share. It fortunately escaped being Zon^ ; 
but it was a goodly-sized feature, and would have given dig- 
nity to the countenance if the owner were not such an eter- 
nally restless, bustling kind of character, that every feature 
partook of her natural activity. Although I presented her a 
chair on our first entrance, and placed one for myself, I could 
not bring her to seat herself for one moment ; nor would my po- 
liteness sufier me to repose while she bustled about the room, 
removing into the air a number of delicate plants which were 
arranged in this fragrant room. 
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It WM not jret teti o'clock, but tho lady lioeteBS seemed 
dreaied ibr the daj or the occaflkm. The junior maid-aervaot 
appeared to annouiioe breakfiist while I was lending my aid to 
the miatreBB in the arrangement of the flower-pots, when I 
took the liberty of offering the lady my hand, to lead her to 
the breakfiist-room, according to etiquette; but she withdrew 
the hand which I bad taken with respectful action, as if there 
were contagion in the touch of mine ; and by one of her extras- 
ordinary looks, which expressed a chapter, she seemed to say, 
^ What do you imagine the maid would think, to see me give 
my hand to a younff man the first quarter of an hour we had 
ever seen each o£er?" Had she said this and more, the 
words could not have expressed her sentiments more power- 
fully than the comprehensive flash of her speaking eye. I fol- 
lowed in silence, bowing submissively to her ** No, thank you, 
sir." Some ladies know themselves better than any one ehse ; 
and if they are composed of combustible materials, they are 
right to avoid the application of the match to the train as long 
as — possible. The breakfast-table abounded in all that was 
good and proper for the occasion, but exhibited rather too great 
a display of plate. 

The sounds of a footstep, slowly and cautiously approaching, 
which appeared to be accompanied by the noise of a Slick or 
crutch, prepared me for the entrance of a gouty, plethoric 
husband ; but what was my surprise when on the opening of 
the door, I beheld hobbling into the room a personage, whom, 
at first sight, I might have mistaken for Time's eldest son ! 
He marched, or rather halted, (if 1 may be allowed the mill- 
tary paradox,) into the room, apparently unobservant of all, 
until he arrived at his chair at the top of the table ; when, pre- 
viously to sitting down, he held his extended hand in front of 
his bald and wrinkled brow, to create a shade, and then casIS^ 
ing his looks on me, inquired in a shrill and hollow tone of 
voice, "Pattv, is this the captain 1" — '^Yes, my deoTj^ bjot 
swered the lady in quite as high a key ; and addressing me, 
said, *' Mr. Sinnot, captain.'* The old man, kindly held forth 
his hand to me, who had of course risen on his entrance, and 
heartily shaking it, cried, •* Sitee down, sitee down, thee bee'st 
welcome." I replied in good set terms of civil acknowledg- 
ment; which drew from Time jun. the following remark: 
*«Naighbour Hailstone said as how thee bee'st Irish? why, 
thee speak'st English as well as we ;" a compliment I could 
only reply to by a halMenying bow, and, obeying his injunc- 
tions, took my seat I helped the lady to a slice of cherry- 
coloured gammon of Wiltshire bacon, worth its weight in dol- 
lars; to which she did ample justice. Had I been her lover, 
the performance of my hostess on the cold gammon might have 



t>B9 iAt ^XBIBIt Of tOSTUNS. 17^ 

gbjle < mt to liissu^ge the wartnth 6f ihY paasidb; but, hq my 
tjobntryman said, " I was btit a lodger. 

Our breakfkst passed off #ith mnch gfobd-bttmoar on all 
sides, aad I was requested to introdUi^ a tscrtaiti dark person- 
age into the parlour, whoni I take some shame to myself fbr 
having so long omitted to btm^ to my readct*s recollectioA> 
althousfh he had been ip constant attendance on me during the 
.last half-year ; this was no other than the negro lad, Jean Bap- 
tiste, who had been so nearly immolated to the \;i^rath of the 
superstitious Bateman. 1 took him on to Londoti with me as 
valet, and had put him into livery. With all the vanity of his 
ra<*e, be had snared his woolly fleece to grow to its extremest 
lengthy in order to tie it up into something like^the semblance 
^9 tail or queue : to eflfect which these poor creatures twist 
together several dietijict locks, which from time to time they 
tombihe, and from the whole tjoftcoct a short and bushy tuft, 
which, from its comparative length, they imiigine destroys 
their identity as the mere woolly-headed coast negro. Poor 
souls, what an ambition! Baptiste, who had lately thinned the 
Whole Of his front crop, and condensed seven tails into three 
of promising length, preparatory to their fliture junction, was 
t&ted into the breakfast-parlour, in order to bo exhibited to 
the lady apd gentleman. After his skin, ^ce, hands, and eyei^ 
had undergone due scrutiny, and called forth those acute and 
smi^le expressions of astonishment so peculiar to the British, 
milfih as, ^Dear fneT ^ Indeed T ^^ You don't say so?"^ 
*• Well,rm "suref^ &;c*, his trio of tails became an object of 
mirthful attention with the lady ahd the junior maid-servant, 
and of deep inquiry to tf>e senior, who was what i^ called se* 
rims, and whose starch face had been insinuated through the 
kalf-opeii parfbur-door. 

** What*s the meanmg of these ?** inquired the lady, as she 
gently touched the frizzly tip of one, as if she feared it would 
sting her. 

"These, madam"^ answered, hesitatingly, " O ! these are 
-^but, I suppose you have read of bashaws of three tails 1" 

" O ! yes, sir, in * Blue Beard V " quickly replied the lady. 

"ExdcUy, madam, exactly! Well, then, this Mr. Baptiste 
is, in his own country, a baslmw, and these are hiii tails of 
rank!" 

**^Indeed'!" ^id the lady, withdrawing hef band from the 
toft with a look of infinite disappointment and incredulity. It 
was a ticklish subject, and I had no desire to push the explana- 
tion farther; b<it as Batptiste, who was a very good-lookmg and 
perfect negro, made his salaam, madam^ who had scanned bis 
p^rlbn as a sculptor would study his iiNdel, pronounced hirb 
to be ('a 'very moe aaao.^ 

VoL.n. 16 
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Tlw poor feJIpsf wwr to>av^ mp the nest, d^, hatlf^jn^ 
cared liim a puice with & gentteman going bactk to tlie^i^ 
ladiea As a eervaot he was qu^e an incumbrance to lAe^ 
and^ although be heartily disliked the country^ and was .Qfm^ 
stantly repining at his lot of-^freedoniy the thought of parUi^g 
fiom a master who had been so indulgent to him, cost him many 

a tear.. ..,•>.''■'• 

Breakfast oyer, the old gentlemaii, with, frank Independenoe 
' of manner, (^ned on business; and drawing me near to hioit 
as if I had been as dull of bearing as himself, cficd out, "Yoa 
must know that my dame and I sees }^ry little company, and 
we find our time bang ^avy at nights. (She does, I dare say, 
I thought, as I shook my ^eod, and looked at the hdy.) 'Spy' 
says my dame, says she, 'suppose we have some quiet kind of 
a gentleman to live toi^ us, iand keep us aliye, play a h^nd q' 
canls, and telKus what's a going on in foreign pa^ and^l 
that' Well, we gets the marquises surveyor to draw up an 
advertisement^ ^d we sends it, to Bath, and so, now, you be 
coDQe, you be heartily welcome; biH miod-^I goes to bed every 
night at ten o'clock, and we must all go to roost at the same 
time. I like quietness now, tho!f I were the devil of a racket 
ty chap when ^ young one. Now you know our ways, Ibope* 
we'll agree." \ 

The old man ta.ving concluded his speech, the lady took up 
the unfinished expose, ''It is true, captain, as my dear saye, 
that we see little company except our near neighbotirs, but we 
take in the Bath and Heading newspapers, and subscribe to the 
circulating library; so thatypu will have quite books enough 
tp amuse you." — "That is, madam, when I am so unfortunate 
as to be deprived of your conversation." 

"That's quite a compliment," observed the lady. "I anj 
sure I read it in the * Misma^ers.of a W^elsh Heiress.'" 

"It is the language of truth, madam, wherever yoahave met 
withit." . 

" What do you saie 1" ^«ked the ojd miin« 

"I am inviting the ca^^in to take a walk after be aeeai his 
room, my dear,** 

I' O^rexcellentj^iroinan-^we bad be^ bruu> without 

The arrangements of the sleeping^rooms w<^ thcBt'^the 
chamber of the gentleman and lady of the housewa^ situated 
over the spacious back parlour; the front room on the same 
floor, caJled^^r excellence the "best, pr chief drawiog-iooai,"" 
looked out upon the fore-garden and ipad, besides £avti$g a 
commanding view d" the befiutiful vale of Avon, and its xf^ 
surronnding scenery. There were aisa.imailer Ghrabera 0a 



the ofhat sid^ of Cbe grand paisa^ fbr'thb Use df occaaidxial 
visiters. Directly over the chamber of the master and mistiness 
the maid-servants u^cre lodged ; so that not a mouse cbuld make 
a nocturnal excursion unheard by the keen ear of the wakeful 
lady. The best bed-chj^mber, or front- one on that floor, was 
allotted feff my use, and a more agreeable one cannot well be 
imagined. On the opposite side to mine a dormitory had been 
prepared for Baptistc; the gardener and general servant man, 
wJk) also drove chaise, milked cows, mowed, marketed, brewed, 
apd slept in th<\ back kijehen. At all the windows on the ground 
and -parlour floors were alarum hells, and a surly dog was un- 
chained at night and left to prowl aoout the premised, to the 
terror of thieves, gipsies and gallants. 

^he examination of^ my sleeping quarters, into which I Was 
inducted by the J§idy of the house, called forth unbounded 
praise and thanks : I only ventured to express my regret at its 
distance ftom hers, in case of any accident; but another lecture 
of looks admonished me that walls had ears. On descending 
the stairs the hand was not refused; but, had her heart been 
as hard as that hand, she must have died a maid. As she felt 
the touch of mine, which, from my childhood, was of womanish 
softness, she observed upon it, and holding out her own, said, 
"These have pressed many a ton of clieese, and have held the 
churn-staflT for hours of a morning."" 

Cheese, and a chiim-staff ! O, what a draw-back on the ten- 
der paisSion! The cheese-pressing I ttiig^t have overlooked, 
but the vile churn-stafi^—such an employment for a lady! it 
was out of all reason. 

Our first walk v^^as confined to the extensive garden of "the 
fapuse, over which I accompanied the ill-mated pair at an hum- 
ble distance. The old gentleman bad a huge wart, or weh, on 
one of his eyelids, the size of a cherry, Which so depressed it, 
that, without throwing back his head, he could not see distinct- 
ly on that side. For his greater comfort and safety, I am bound 
to believe, his lady invariablyplanted herself on the weaker 
point of her dear Husbartd. The air breathed perfume ; the 
hawthorn, blown from the boundary hedges, shed its snowy 
Wbssoras on* every side, more delightfbl to the sense than the 
overpowering richness of the surfeits of sweets which poured 
from the well-stocked green-house, every shelf of which was 
covered with the rarest plants and flowers. But even sweeta 
wUl cloy on reflection; I saw that the lady wished to shorten 
the walk, anxious, I Suppose, to gratify her cariosity by knoWf 
ing something of me and my history; But, being a passive 
spectator and admirer of all I saw, I allowed her to choose her 
QWif^ time »Q() weans ^r dropping; her aged cotfipadion. He 
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800Q saved her that trouble, by remiodingiier of a promise to 
call on the poet^mistress of ti)e contiguous village, who was 
thehr constant visiter, and third hand at whjist, to invite her to 
tea that evening, and take that opportpnity of introducing me. 

Mrs. Sinnot disappeared, and soon after presented herself in 
the last new fashion, the Camperdown bonnet, and the Dun- 
can plaid scarf; and, placing herself under my escort, she bid 
good morning to her dear. Baptiste, a^er his exhibition in ^he 
breakfaet'parlour, had strolled down to the village to look about 
him, and, had attracted so much notice, that, when his master 
appeared, every eye in the village was bent on him. Although 
the generality of decent 'persons touched tbeir hats, and ut- 
tered that stupid word ** sarvauty" as the lady under ray charge 
tripped past them» the^e was a certain leer on every counte- 
nance, which could not escape me. 

At leogtb we arrived at the little post-office, where a small 
bag is forwarded from the great road, for the convenience of 
the village, and the neighbouring farms and collieries;, and 
where, combined with the humble office of post-mistress, the 
good lady of letters had her circulating library and stock of 
stationary, threads, tapes, and buttons. Entering without ce- 
remony on her side, but no small show of it on the part of the 
other, my lady introduced me as their guest, in great form. 
The post^mistress, I had heard in our short walk, was the widow 
of an officer; but, as every common bum-bailiff, and petty ex- 
ciseman in the> kingdom, is honoured with that appellation* 
which should alone distinguish the members of the honourable 
profession of arms of both services, I could only elicit a belief 
that her husband, who died in America many years before she 
became a settler in that part of the country, hadbeen in the 
army. With the aid of her pension, post-office, library, and 
shop, Mrs. Pudish (the introduction into whose name of one 
letter would have made it sound the reverse of her chamcter) 
contrived to live in all the respectability and comfort of bier 
humble station. She was a gay, smirking woman of fortyt 
rather corpulent, but with due- pretensions on the score of gon^ 
by beauty, or, at least, comeliness of person ; her virtues wef^ 
briefly summed up by my hostess in a sentence, namely, "that 
8|ie made an ejccellent cup of tea I" 

Although the parties seemed to be on the most familiar 
terms, I felt quite disgusted at the eternal bandying about the 
terms, *-yes, me'm," and **No^ me'm," from one to the other* 
as evincing a total want of cordiality of feelip^ on either side. 
The old iSy^but 1 presume J "most not oajl her so, though 
turned of forty; therefore, I phai} say the senior — announce^ 
with apparent delight to the youpg^r, that 9^!^ h^ Ai?CW^Ce4 
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the ^Intlon of a ehat^e which a()i]iea^ed in the Itet modtfa^s 
Lady's Ma^z'me, and which, she confessed, had cost her some 
«feepless nights to resolve. 

" Are you clever at charades, sir 1" asked the dame. 

" I fear I am not clever at any thing, madam,** I replied ; 
**butsat charades particularly dull." 

**0, what a pity!— well, only hear this. You know, me'm, 
(addressing my brunette,) how we pu2izled over it "^— She 
read 

T . **I>oiii9stic bustle OB my ^rst attends, 

My n^JCt has fteither back, nor sides, nor ends ; 
Drown but t^ wtM>le, and froai tiie fratfraat tide, 
lUceive the Jluretr fnaidr-or faicer i>Fide]" 

^ Well, what do you think it is I I found it out entkely by 
fByself. Do yoH^ire it up ?*^ 

*4ndeed I^o, madam," osaid I; ^I uxt^h my hands of it** 

The Gouatenasice of the poor woman instantly fell, and she 
looked ws miserable as if her husband, alive and woll, had then 
walkedifftolier little parlour. ' 

*^fiuttahi** said she, (reviving,) '^perhaps you knew it be- 
ibrer 

To compose her, I replied that perhaps T did. 

'* Weill but what ^ it after all this fuss!'* (peevishly^in- 
^'red Mrs. Sinnot) - : 

**Why, a WAsii-sALL I .a WASH-siiLL ! I found it out without 
the slightest hint from any living being,** said the charade 
huntress exulting ly. To indulge the gocKl lady's whim, and to 
set her ingremiity on a fresh scent, I proposed to write a cha- 
rade, wbiSi I assured her had never been published ; and look- 
ing in the face of my handsome hostess for a subject, wrote 

*' My first 18 forU<Me« by iny MoMHl, 
]^iU my wliole is irreaiisUlile.v 

Th^ were hoth^oo dull .to catch a compliraent so simple; so 
1 1^ the senior to expound it at her l^^isure, while I resolved 
1o take my own o|»portunity for explainingjt to thesati^ctios 
of . the junior. On returajuig to the houee» tJie Jady merely 
%eBt in for a inonent to say/ a few endearing^ words to oil 
Launcelot, while I stood on toe steps in waiting to atCei|;l Iter 
iOft our projected walk. As wei bopped, ^wo me donUe ftep 
mi thevSBiae BKHnent^ the jsenous seriwit cist a soar and susr 
inoioiis look upon us i not so poor Baptiste; who, as he^bowed 
nftottt of the fimit gale, gr inned like aaiUigitor, MUd half of 
km head jqiiptiMml 4» Jm «ff; aodaiierwClMkiff^^ 

10* 
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tbmst hift velvet ngse ihroiigh ^ nanfavr gilttHig» to ;«al^ • 
Dftrting^ glance of tJie wefl-^reed couple. Biifing ocir walk, 
1 evinced so much circumepectioo in language and deportmeot, 
ha to call forth warm compliments from my new acquaintance 
on my discretion — a virtue which I strongly recommend to all - 
young men through the various ins and outs of life, whether 
with the oM or the young, the married or the single, handfope 
or plain, grave or gay, free or forhidding, of, the genUe sex. 

During this hour^s^walk, I received a salutary admonition 
for my guidance in my conduct in the presence of Mrs. Pudish. 
"Be careful," said my prudent hostess, "not to direct your dis- 
course to me; bestow all your attentions on her, and on my 
dear Mr. Sitinot,~for she is all eyes, ears, and tongue !** Not 
a word was thrown away upon me ; and when the pdstpmistress 
arrived at four o^clock, I acted my part to my lady's admiration, 
although^ I had nearly spoiled All by^ offering the old l^dy my 
escort when her hour for retiring arrived: <)ne flash of the 
overbearing eye of my hostess showed me my etrorv and I 
stood confounded. I was only relieved from the perforEoance 
of my too gallant offer hy the lady of the bouse proposing to 
send the usual escort, Martlia, the evangelical cook, to attend, 
to whom I begged leave to add my blacky—- an arrangement 
highly agreeaUe to all parties. After tlie departure of the 
post mistress, the removal of the fiupper table, &e. the order 
"you may go to bed, chUd,''* which was given to the bouncing 
lass of twenty, sent the house maid to her nightly repose. The 
clock having tolled ten, th^ old gentleman, attended on by his 
helpmate, proceeded towards his chamber. After wishing them 
good night, I requested her permission to remain up, to admit 
Uie escort on their return-f-a trouble which she wished to i^pare 
me, or at least to share with me, after seeing her dear, to kw 

I was left alone in the large apartment: the gardener had 
courted his lowly couch at.sun-^own, to rise with it$ first morn- 
ing's beams; all below us was still and silent as the grave. 
Thirty minutes of the forty, which it would occupy to dee. the 
post-^midtress in safety to her door^ had elapsed; and, by the 
light of ray solitary taper, IsAt ia a groit easy chair, sipprng 
the last dweet dregs of my negus, ^when the indietinct aoond St 
the footsteps of^me oantiousvMter stole on my oart oiy beaH 
pUpitatedas these sovinds became more tttidible and near. I 
WW in breathless exp^tation, when the dbor opening on its 
hinges, as if by magic movement, discovered to my view a eat] 
The aatonitohed tabby ^stood glaring its horrid eyes apon me^ ta 
if dem^sding^ho cause of my intrusion into her uenial place cf 
repose. Of all domestie aiiiniak, the ^tia my abbminatimi; 
tnl^wheo^ after a fiiwmomente* oonadeHitiGivI had risen to 
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ejjcpel the h^tefal obje<;t»^^ »od had boUied hef like the ebqit of 
Banquo from the scene, following her to the very threshold 
with my maledictions, who should appear to plead for her fe- 
line favourite but my hostess! The escort just reached the 
outer door as my lady, who had talcen her cat to her tender 
arms, lightly tripped up the stairs. On giving the piebald pair 
admiission, t, instantly perceived that the pious cook bad been 
treating the uninitiated negfo to a taste of the regenerating 
spirit, which, to render it the more palatable, had l^n quali- 
fied by an admixture of rum, sugar, and lenion. BaptisteV 
eyes glistened with upusual ^re, and he was gallantly active 
m assisting Mrs, Martha in her regular duty c^ barring and 
bolting. I watched the restless looks of the sanctified seducer, 
convinced that she had deep designs on the heart of the boy ; 
and, when taking my candle from her trembling hand, she 
scarcely met my searching scowl. My sable valet having taken 
his candle, the careful housewife desired him not to lock his 
door; "As her misses was very, petticklar about lights, she 
^ould fetch his candle." The unsuspicious boy replied, " Tankee, 
missie, me no want candle, me leave caudle at door.^* I saw 
him enter his room, and taking a peep at the premises, return 
with his rushlight to the lobby» and tbere deposited it, carefully 
slamming his door. What an opportunity was thereby lost for 
the enlightenment of one dark sinner! I lay down in my ex- 
cellent bed, reflecting on one thing and another thing, until 
my brain became "weary of conjecture," anij I dosed off with 
the philosophical maxim of of Pangloss full on my mind, " that 
every thing was for the best, in this best of all possible 
worlds." 

Baptiste was at my bed-side to rouse me at deven the next 
morning, for the last time he should ever perform that offipe. 
The poor lad was unfeignedly affected at leaving me* On 
reaching the breakfast-parlour at half past eight, I perceived 
that the lady bad been before me ; but, from some unaccounta- 
ble coquetishness, had fled into the garden on hearing my foot- 
steps on the stairs. The bunch of keys lay on the unopened 
tea-caddy: the well-scented handkerchief dropped in her hur- 
ry, or throws, by design on the floor, gave evidence of a hasty 
retreat. To pursue, or not pursue, was the question :— the 
^mer of course; and having soon rei^ched my object, the dis- 
tant and respectful salutation with which I approached her in- 
spired all her confidence. She was neatly and elegantly dressed ; 
if any thiiig, rather too much so lor the morning; but in the 
country^ li^s sometimes dress for all day, when desirous 
of showing off before, visiters. She really looked very hand- 
some, and I could not forbear telling her so, when at a si^- 
«ient distance from the gardeaen As sl^ divided her rich 
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bouqnct with me, I conW ncft biitiieiplore the hm'd lot of Ihat^ 
otherwise pretty, hand, and uttered a thousand in^rd impre- 
cations on the chum-staff! However, we seemed perfectly to 
understand each other, and to be on as good terms as if we had 
known each other a yeaf; or, what is still better — a week! In 
the course of our chat, while waiting breakfast for old Launce- 
lot, she infofmed me that she had been his wife for twelvk 
YSARS! Now, as the old man could hot, according to my cal- 
culation of his age, be much under seventy-five years, arid the 
lady to all appearance scarce thirty, their marriage, I con- 
cluded, must have taken place under some extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, which my curiosity burned to know, but which 1 
found it premature at that stage of our acquaintance to seek to 
be enlightened upon. \ 

It wa^ the custom of the master df the hobse to make his ap- 
pearance daily betweeh nine and ten; apd whether from hfs 
habits of decency, or his wife's example, he certainly presented 
himself as one of the neatest little old men I had ever aedn. 
His garments were all of one piece, light fown or dove-co- 
loured cloth coat, waistcoat, and breeches; not precisely of [the 
quaker cut, but of the fkshion of the*middle of the last century. 
His gray hairs were combed back, and powdered with great 
care, and his elaborate toilet was performed with the ipost scru- 
pulous exactness every day, by the aid of a village barber, of 
whom he was the chief patron and support^ and of Whose ser- 
vices I determined tb avail myself some day, in order to elicit 
fVdm that "general directory" of the neigboourhood the history 
of my neighbours, and more particularly, that of old Launcelot 
and his young brunette, his union with whom seemed so un- 
natural. 

A jaunt to Marshfield having been proposed, I volunteered 
the office of charioteer, and while the vehicle was preparing-, 
I strolled into the garden with my host. His lameness, as lie 
informed me, proceeded from a fracture of his thigh, some thirty 
years before, which, by reducing the limb, obliged him to wear 
a cork-heeled high shoe ; but by the help of a stick he could take 
moderate walking exercise. For excursions and visits, he had 
eh old-fashioned low chaise, witli driving box in fVont for the 
gardener, who, on such occasions, wore a kind of livery. 
Taking occasion to advert to the comforts of his style of living, 
I expressed my wish 'to know on what terriis I should consider 
myself his guest; and from the specimen I recei^ved, took the 
Uberty of suggesting, that if the rate of one hundred ponnds^ 
^er annum suited his expectations, I should feel perfectly satis- 
fied and obliged, by being allowed to consider mysdf at hom)e 
en tliose terms, for so long as circumstances allowed tne to re- 
nam his guest ** Noee t ncbe !** said the M tkaaa^ ^ v^e don^ 
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w^xitto oaake moneyo* thee; half fStat^wouM he quite, enow; 
brides, you be but a poor band at the bottle : when I was your 
uge, odd rat it, I waa a man at a drap ; but you young chaps be 
nothing now-a-days." I was glad to have arrived at a proper 
unders^nding on so delicate a point, 4ind patiently listened to 
the gay old fellow when recurring io the days of his youth and 
frolics. But that period of life on which his&ndest reoiiniscen-^ 
^s seemed to.dweU was sweet forty-five^ when^ as he proudly 
boasted, hia name was on the parish-bpohs for half a dozen iUe^ 
gitimates. After that age he said he became more sedate, in 
consequence of his severe accident in the first instance, «nd 
afterwards his marriage with his nurse, who was bis first cou- 
siii; :*'but not," added he with a significant wink of his best 
eye, " before there was ^oo<2 raison for it !'* chuckling at the 
recollection, as if proud of the unhallowed feat. 
; I drove the ill-assorted pair in their venerable-lpoking chaise/ 
to the top of Marsbfield hill, the summit of which affi)rds, to 
|Eiy.tocy,,on&of the most extensive and raagnific^ent prospects 
m {England; and as that route from Bath to Bristol only cause& 
an additional three miles' postage totlie ordinary expense, I 
recommerid it to every lover of the sublime and beautiful to 
make that little detour once ^ their travels, when they may 
enjoy a binj's-eye view of thirteen counties in England and, 
Wales^ with the whole course of the Severn, and an unbounded - 
prospect of the Bristol Channel. 

Our horse was a regular roadster, not to be moved out of his 
(Mrdinary jpg-trot pace, of five miles an hour, either by coaxing 
or by tfie whip, so th&t I could join in the. conversation. Tho 
wile was particularly attentive to her husband's comfort, but-, 
toning his single-breasted coat to the throat, as we ascended 
into the elevated regicois of Marsbfield; her entreaties to her 
dear to protect himself against the keen air on the hill were 
to my mind raUier overdone; and, with the mother of Hamlet,, 

" MeUiougbt the (ady did protest too much." 

But the old fellow's vanity increased with his dotage. W& 
called at the post-office on our returp homewards, and without 
dismounting received the civilities of Hr^. Pudish and some 
ladies of the neighbourhoofl} who had paid a morning visit to. 
that queen of gossips, Censoriqusnew and scandal are the 
primes of country towns i^d villages, and the more contracted 
the sphere, the more inveterate th^ calumny. Every eye was 
directed towards the stranger, of whom it may be presujpned 
J)anje Pudish had drawn a favourable picture, after my. ex-i 
tremely polite attentions to' her the preceding evening. The 
fjgbt of thi9tgnHJ| ^fned to ipspire old l4i|HQ9lot with una^ 
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mm] gttiety; he passed oft some not very cYodte^ ist delicate 
eomplkneots upon the party, at whi^h Mrs. Pudish cliackled, 
and cried "oh fief i^^hiie the wife asiwtned a severity of visage 
which ill became her pretty face. I itjbuld piercferve 9: giggle 
and sneer ort thetioantcoance of the fiiir listeners, which was 
not lost on my hostess; but who, with apparent cordiality^ in- 
vited the whole party, (about balf-a-draen,) to tea the follow- 
ing Snnday ; in (>rder, as she stated, to make me acquainted 
with her friends. After a quick but silent constiUation of 
looks, (aithoHgh no two of the parties were related, or controlled 
by each other's opinions or actions,) the invitation was ceremo^ 
niously accepted. 

Two or three of the party were bordering on ancient vir- 
ginity; the rest were hearty- looting, blooming country girte, 
the daup^hters of opulent fitrmers, who, in those days of pros- 
perity, first ibgan to step out of their sphere— a false step, 
which they have never been able to retrace. 

Thet)ld fellow, on pa^rting, insisted on shaking hands with 
the young lasses ; and, on wishing them " good by," exclaini- 
ed, "Ah! God be wi' sweet five and forty !—:drive o^, James.** 
This mistake caused generol lighter, with the exception of 
Mrs. Sinnot Old Launcelot^oaded mh with unnecessary 
apologies for his forgetfiilness, which afforded me a f^ir dpeb- 
ing for complin^enting,' in no measured terms of i3attery,Ui^ 
beautiful caiise of the blunder; but the Tady was rather snap- 
pish, although the term my rfeffr was repeated iirf niiw*?am. 
The horse drew op lb the door without check, and I insltantly 
.dismounted from my box to assist the lady ; which task was 
an easy one, as the steps fell almost to the ground, for the con- 
venience of old Sinnot, to whom she lievejr allowed any persda 
but herself to give their personal aid. I saw no more of heir 
until dinner-time; indeed, had the day alone be^n twenty-fbUr 
hours long, her busy, bulling nature would have found occa- 
pation for every monient of the tiine ; from the hour she de- 
scended ffom her chamber to that in which she retired to it for 
the night, she was eternally on the stir. The garden, the 
kitchen^ the store-room, pantry, wash-house, and aairy, were 
under her personal surveillance : she was worth ten pounds a 
year to any servant for the value of her lessons (not always 
conveyed in the gentlest terms;) on the culinary artj und «i 
the higher branches of^housewifety, was the very princess 6f 
the art of pickling, preserving, pastry, and witie-maknig^*^to 
say nothing of cAee«c and ^hechern-a/fl^.' 

As we had not Mrs. Pudish to pass the evening, we proposed 
between dinner and tea a walk to the junction of the roads, m 
order to see my black, Baptiste, mount the Bristol stage. Tho 
poor felloW) who bad Rd ^w^ idea of a tmnk tSiau a ibiQt iPolAer* 



M lloiw^ away lUf,^^^ a,JrM of walle^witli viliioby i^ttag 
Qfer h'ls shoulders, he descended the steps of his iate good 
quarters, with grateful thanJis for the kindness he had reeeii^ed« 
I l^ced two guineas in his fiaiiid as the last mark of my &voUr 
he was ever destined to recefi ve, at which he sobbed and whined 
SD as to afiect me exceedingly; while, as be stood hat in hafttl, 
the lady, with eyes firmly fixed on hie three crect.ljittle tails, I 
dare say once more thought incredulously of my explanation of 
Ithe basfunw. At the same tiii^e, the pious ^ueen of the ((itoiieii, 
i^rs. Martha» stood ^Hh. undisguised anguish, taking a farewell 
idok of her dark disciple of the true faith of her sect and se^^ 
inwardly grieving at the perils his unenlighteped soul (aoid 
body) were exposed to in this world of wickedness. 

The boy, affeclted only.ai; parting from me„ his bene&ctqr, 
trudged befbre us until the stagecoach came in sight, then 
kissing my hand a dozen times, the poor fellow took his wee(>* 
iftg leave of me, ana, perched on the back-seat of the vehicle^ 
I could perceive his round black face turned to catch a last look 
of his beloved " massa." 

The lady seemed buried in her own though ts^ and I waa 
equally silent. Poor Baptiste! after tasting the. sWeets of 
British freedoin, anxious to Escape from it| to embrace his 
ft)rmer state of slavery ! it was a though^ which gave rise to a 
host of reflections. After soine moments of musing siIcncQ» 
my fair companion at length broke forth, ** Are all bashawii 
black like Baptiste ]*'— -No, pfijr dfear Mrsr Sinaot* soia»e are as 
feir, if not fairer thah myself." , 

•* Indeed !" said she, eyeing me all oVer. 

"But have they, such nasty frizzly hair as Baptiste 1'* 

" O, no; they shave their headst and wear Iod^ beards.*^ 

** Well, now, if that^s the case, they can't have the kind of 
taik you told us of." 

I clearly saw that T had got too deep a reasoner to contend 
with, and knowing that I had got the wrong end <»f the argu« 
ment, proceeded tQ disabuse her fancy by plain fiict, *♦ Why^ 
the troth is, my dear Mrs. Siniiot-^Would tliat I dare cdl you 
Patty." 

:**And why not when we are by ojirselveS?" she answered, 
tjafefblly looking around her. 

" V\^ell, then, my adored, my loyely Patty.", 

•*0, sir, I did not allow you to call mh ymrs,^^ said she, pres^ 
iiig up as closely to my side as if she meant to restore to a de- 
scendant of Adam the rib which our great &ther, Man, bad 
contributed to the formation of his lovely partner. " Well, then, 
lovely, hut not my Patty, he assured that bashaws are just bs 
other men: as for theiir plurality of tai)s, they are mexelj^horsea' 
tails borne ih Uiomph before theiQ all jp&rkaof distiQ^tioin, just 
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Us yoQiiiye Mfen Mim^TB anaie^ It ^€r%iit6I leid^gdli; ; 1 
hive infselfneen n bashaw not^n ineh taller, an4 not so j^ooi> 
Ibokiojgp as your husband.'* 

" WhatV^ cried the lady with amazenJOTt," a^ my ifei^'"^ 
I am sure sh^ never oMkh thouffhVof a' ba^^ hut with' ^c<>m 
tempt 

Two days more* brought bar Sunday teaip>arty.' After at^ 
tending the village church, Where my sfnirt^ ftce'un^ej^'i^t 
the severest scrUtmy, we dined at the ^tly hour of hil^past 
.eiic, to allow of the servanfs attending tlieir places of Won^tpi 
The younger girl went to the unostentatictas aftefnodn sesrvioe 
of the parish church, the senior to the meetiiig-hobse, where 
some modern Ma w- <vortn xindermi'ned everj^ khid feeling of 
the heart, depraved the imagination, and inflamed the passions 
of his will inglv deluded hearers. : /- -. ... 

About hatfpast four, the whdle bevy appeared th the fo^e 
«6urt, headed and marshalled by the experienced pd8t-Ttii6tl:!^ss, 
to whom, by jspecjat orders i tendered my arm, and i«i intid 
the famous hack parlour. Some of the ladles were att^nded'by 
their beaux, certain sheepish gentletneri, who slunk inf after 
the ladies, as if ashamed of being seen in company with a pet- 
ticoat, and who took their seats tilose to each ethiar ina coth^ 
of the room, not uttering a sentence beyond ii reply to theinv 
ffutries of ^he host and hostess after the healtjibf theit respec- 
tive families. The genius of taciturnity Bee\Tied to possess th<? 
whole party for a time; but the dull silence beiriff by degrees 
broken, chiefly by the ever-ready Mrs. Pudrsh, all: the party 
seeiped to ^nd their tongues at once, and vie with each other 
in starting a topic. But the absoroing subject of the ij<SDr was 
.the dreadful fliiiSH ftEsi^uoN,of the breaking but of which, 
one of the young farmers had picked up Some vague intelli- 
gence at Bristol the day befpre; hut Master Clod was so poof 
a gedgrapher, as to be limable to ffffi)rd me^any information "as 
to that part 'of the country in which the insurrection broke 
forth: he was certain, however, thj(t it was either in Dublin or 
Ireland !— an obsei^vation which called forth an ungentle re* 
proof from his fair intended^ one of the party, on his igndrance. 
*« Bless me, Mr. Ed'ard, how you talk! don't yon Imo^^liat 
Dublin and Ireland is all one?'* said the boardinsr-school-hiftid ' 
lady. The post-mistress by a peep into a passing newspaper 
caught a glimpse of the important intelligence jhiit still she 
could not satisfy those inquiries which deep anxiety for my ft-* 
" mily and others equally dear to m^, had prompted : this, how- 
ever, she cottZd say, that the rebels stormed the castle of Duh- 
lift, rnade prisoners theJord-lieutehant and his guards, a^tid that* 
the king had ordered all the militia, fencibles, and voltintjeer 
corps in England to he sent i[^ immediately to It^and, ixid all 
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the ioldkinMere to remam to defend the kmg and parlii^* 

I was not the ^wily |)er80Q in company whom this intelligence 
a^cted. All the young farmers were volunteers^ and they 
looked as serious as the ladies did, alarmed at this appalling 
news. A little reflection, however, satisfied hoth parties, that 
fiuch a general conscription could not be intended; and the 
* volunteers became valiant in proporti(m as they became assured 
that their services would not be called into such dangerous 
employ. The maid-servant shortly appeared, bearing in her 
^nds a tea-tray, four feet by two and a half, followed by Ma- 
dame Piety with a hissing urn of water, hot as the zeal which 
inflamed the heart of its sanctified-looking bearer. 

Tea was succeeded by a syllabub served in the siimmer- 
lioase of the garden, and as the evening advanced^ the swains 
became more free, the ladies less formal; bo tlmt befi>re supper 
was announced, (which, fer the honour of country iife^ was 
49erved at a quarter before nine) every one seemed perfectly at 
their ease. This was the hour for the old man's wit and win<i 
to flow. He had Bijling, as he termed it, at every one of the 
party; and although at five, his loose conversation would have 
been met by frowns, at nine o'clock his ribald jests and broa4 
double entendre were rewarded by loud laughs and gentle ** 
Jies^ One story led to another under the encouraging prompt^ 
ings of the post-mistress, and while all declared &ey were 
'^too bad!*' all laughed and listened. Yet there were two 
&ces at that table which partook not of the general hilarity-^ 
the hostesses and my own! She pursed her pretty mouth and 
knit her expressive brow, crying, " For shame, my dear !" with 
what I dare swear the rest of the company thought afieCted an- 
ger; while the seriousness that clouded my bn>w arose from 
the painful reflections on the state of my country, and the safe- 
ty of my family and friends, particularly of one dear object^ 
whose locale I was but too well aware was the very focus of 
disafiection. But, independently of these feelings, so natural 
to me, the vulgar mirth of the ccxnpany, and the cause of it, 
were both foreign to my taste; and I was not sorry when twi- 
light warned the visiters that the moment of parting had arrived. 
I tendered my escort to the post-mistress, having, by a telegra- 
phic look from tny hostess, learned that such an otct was agree- 
able to her, and it was as joyfully accepted by the gratified old 
lady. We Xxxk our departure in a body, my presence, I dare 
say, for the time, proving a protection against the scandal 
which all were ready to pour out on the poor wotoaa, whose 
hospitalities they had partaken of so freely. 

The majority separated at the entrance of thie village !lid 
fttir ofiT to their respective resideaees, while I jcggdd on with 
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the post-mistress tucked under my arm most lovfai|^^— oti het 
p&rt at least As we had not now above two hundred ^vds 
farther to walk to her dwelling^, she determined to make the 
most of her time and occasion. 

"A very good kind of woman is lirs. Sindot, sir, is she 
notl" 

** Particularly kind and amiable, indeed, Mrs. Pudish." 

•• And you, I am sure, think her very handsome, mi 1" 

** O yes, madam, a charming young woman ; and one of the 
best and fondest of wives I ever saw !'* 

** But what a pity, captain, that she should bave such an old 
husband ?" 

** That is entirely for her consideration, madam. She really 
seems quite happy and contented.*' 

"Happy, indeed!— no such thing, sir; she can't be happy— 
but she may be happy !" said the dame, correcting herself '' if 
she chooses. But, O ! 'tis a sad thing to be wedded to an oud 
man !" continued poor Mrs. Pudish, sighing from the very peak 
of her stays. **I speak from experience. Lieutenant Pudish 
was fifly-nine years old when, at the age of eighteen, I sur» 
rendered my hand to him, and he lived six years after ! — / was 
sacrificed, sir ; but it was not so with Mrs. Sinnot" 

We just arrived at her door as the church clock struck ten. 
I only waited until the old lady fumbled out her latch key to 
take my leave ; but when the opening of the door was accom- 

glished, my politeness was challenged to see her safe into 
er home. Two minutes I thought could make no great difier- 
ence, so I consented : after obtaining entrance, she closed her 
door, and taking me b^ the hand led the way to her little par- 
lour, where the rushlight, left by her daily attendant half an 
hour before, dimly burned in its lantern, making not " light — 
but darkness visible !" Whether from the effects of a few 

f lasses of wine extrtr, or the defects of high-heeled shoes, I 
now not, but when about midway, poor I^me Pudish's feet 
suddenly foiled her, and down she fell, dragging me in her vor- 
tex. I soon, however, recovered my footing, and groping about, 
popped my hand on an object which I at first considered a cat — 
my abhorrence ! but, on pressure, felt it to be awig ! I directed 
my steps towards the glimmering taper, and at its feeble flame 
illumined the mould candle which stood beside it in polished 
brass. With this aid the wig was replaced before the foir 
owner could be aware that it had been defiled by the touch of 
man. 

My next efl^rt was to place the lady once more on the per- 
pendicular, and then to escape her too ardent thanks for my 
kind attention to her under the distressing accident. She pro- 
tested that she had but half recovered herself, and entreated me 



OR, THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 187 

to Temain a few minutes until she recruited her spirits : to 
effect which the more speedily, she drew from her cupboard a 
email cruet of cogniac, of which she helped herself to a spoon- 
ful, then tendered me the cordial drop. I feared even to sip; 
but I was destined to taste; for the old lady, in a very fervent 
parting salute, gave me to understand that her liquor and her 
love were of the first order of strength. I rejoiced to purchase 
my present freedom by the promise of a future visit alone ; and, 
to ensure it, ^e said, ** I have a great deal to tell you about 
jrour beauty, — ^but I see you are impatient to get home to 
see her black diamonds : but when you next come I'll tell you 
how ybur dear Patty became the wife of her old uncle Launce- 
lot Sinnot I stood almost riveted for a moment to the thresh- 
old ; but trembling for the consequences of delay, I took a hur- 
ried leave, and ran homewards as fast as my then active limbs 
allowed me ; a task which did not occupy ten minutes. The 
onbolting and unbarring of doors was an aodible hint that I had 
outstaid my time. From the top of the stairs I heard the voice 
of my hostess issue her mandate to the servant, *' Take care 
of the lights, and go to bed, Martha !" The next moment bang 
went the chamber door, and shot went the lock. My slippers 
Were placed in the hall under the marble table beneath the 
clock, on which stood my lighted taper. Martha the elect kind- 
ly stooped on her knees to place them on my feet; and while 
I leaned with one hand on the cold and polished stone, the other 
flomehow or other found a resting-place on the partly uncovered 
shou]|}er of the saintly cook, the warmth of which first apprized 
me of its position. I know not what made me turn two or 
three times to cast a glance on the daughter of faith ; but re- 
ooUecting that T had not thanked her, or bade her good night, 
<— civilities which her attentions claimed— I did so ere I reached 
the first landing-place ; but in such a low tone of voice, that I 
scarcely reached my chamber door ere she appeared, unslip* 
pered, to ask me, what it was I had pleased to ask for. Before^ 
Jiowever, I could reply, she was off like a ghost at the first 
glimpse of the morn, and at the same instant I heard the watch- 
fill mistress's voice, crying, "Puss, puss; min, min ;--"Martha, 
are you below T* "No, ma'am, in hed," answered the faithful, 
from the servant's dormitory. Slam once more went the ^oor, 
and I to my bed, leaving wot unbarred portal for the benefit of 
the cool night air, and thought no more of this naughty world 
until an hour after midnight, when I awoke under the influx 
^006 of the night-mar^. 
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CHAPTER XUV, 



V By heATea, Foins, I ftel 190 nmdi to bUme, 

So i^ly to pruf9Qe tbe precious tiioe r 

Thb next dny brought us a newspgiper containing' the fiiH 
details of the Gitst ^rand rebelliouft movement on the 2Sd oT 
May, an4 is the^ midst of my concernrat the ^ijmppy eyeot, I 
derived some consolation at finding Mrs. Pudiadb*8 statement of 
the surprise of the castle and seizMre of the Lord-lieutenant, 
iic entirely unfounded^ $y ti^ same post, I hiad a letter from 
ray agents, informing me that my regiment was ordered from 
Northumberland to the coast of Lancashire; so I contented 
nnrself to remain in n^ present good quarters until the arrtval- 
<» the regiment at its new point of assembly. 

I received a hint shortly after breakfast to hold myself ia 
readiness to attend my hoateae to Bristol, where her curiosity 
prompted her ta go to hear all the news. My satisfiictioD at 
bearing the old gentleman doQlioe the jaunt was gr€H\;^y di^ 
minished by learning that James was ordered to be the driver 
on the occasion, the lady's scruples not allowing her to risk 
herself (or her character rather) by going such a distance un- 
attended by the &mily servant in the absence of her dear I 
Mr& Sinnot had many acquaintances at Bristol ; but her visit 
lit this time waa oon&ned to the family of one. who ranked no 
higher than a flour- merchant or meal-man, as it is there termed, 
where I was doomed to hear the most absurd, but at the same 
time horrifying reports, which every fresh arrival from Ireland 
gave rise to ; apd I am persuaded that not the metropolis of 
Ireland, nor any of its cities, were thrown into such a frightful 
state of alarm as the good city of Bristol in these days. Had 
the rebel Irish been on the full march from Pill the terror could 
scarcely hfiye been more general. Nor was my mind much 
tranquillised by any intelligence I could obtain (^ the actual 
ptate of afiairs in that unhappy country ; for the fe^ refugees 
I met with consisted chiefly of women, children, an^ aged per- 
90ns, whose arrangements for flight had been made some time 
before, and who had not waited ror the explosion j^ therefore I 
lyas left in ignpranqe of the force, the positicHi, and the class of 
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eommanders of the rebels; and of the important fkct, whether 
Ihe insurrection had that partial fiuccess so loudly insisted on 
by the Bristol authorities when calling all the citizens to arms* 

A meeting took pdace at the exchange, when a loyal, that 
is, an unmeaning, address to the king was read, and voted by 
acelamatiofv, m wiiich the live9'and'fortune'men made an 
empty tender of both in support of his maje^y's person, cfowd^ 
and dignity !' This was of course followed by a loyal dinner^ 
which was quickly got up in order to afibrd the good citizens 
an opportunity of expressing their zeal and devotion to King, 
Constitution, and Corporation cookery. 

I must honestly confess, that except for my apprehensions 
for the safety of ray own ikmily and personal friends, I did not 
feel that intense and. racking anxiety which rebellion in the 
land of my birth ought to have excited. It is probable that I 
did not gi^e the subject that deep consideration which, at a 
more advanced period of Hfe^ se^ awful an event would have 
aroused. Besides, I was leading a lifb of idkness and pleasure, 
which, to a youthful mind left little room for sober reflection. 
Prolonging our visit until seven in the evening, we proceeded 
homewards, and ibund the old gentleman consoling himself in 
eur absence with the company of the post-mistress and a game 
ofcribbage. 

The intelligence from Ireland poured on us in such a torrent 
of truth and falsehood, that I made it a point to visit Bristol 
every day after breakfast to read the London evening papers 
of the preceding day; but the important news of tbe-defeat and 
dispersion of {he grand rebe) army in a general action at New 
Roes on the 5th. June was first'received at Bristol from Water- 
ford in twenty hours. The opinion was that the rebellion was 
then crushed. Would to Heaven it had been so ! 

I shall ever esteem it as one of the most fbrtunate circum- 
stances in iny humble li^ that my duty did not call me into 
action against my unhappy countrymen, who liad but too many 
causes for that dreadful appeal to arms ; and txy which they had* 
been as absolutely seduced and goaded by the- secret encou- 
ragement of the government of t^ day, as by the recdlection 
of centuries <^ oppression and misgovemment I was doomed 
from day to day to hear the land of my birth reviled and tra- 
duced with all the- virulence of vulgar clamour. Every ono as- 
sumed a right to abuse Ireland and irishmen ;^ and it was not 
until I took unwelcome measures for repressing' this discour- 
tesy that I succeeded in silencing certain coflbe-house brawlers, 
in my presence at leasti 

Amongst those of my countrymen whom the distractions of 
Ireland, as well as a declining state of health, drove to Eng- 
]|Bja^9 was Mr. Mountgarr^t, whom I had formerly met at Har- 
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cowffate, nearly three years befoce. 1 yraa pAinad to see soeh 
an uteration for the worse in his looks ; yet he was as cheerfnl 
and communicative as ever. Having been at Cliflon several 
weeks* he could give me no farther information, on Irish event» 
than the newspfipers afibrded ; but his company and conversa-. 
lion were a happy relief to the dujness of my co^ee-house ac-. 
quaintancee. 

In the intimacy which this fresh meeting had. created, I wa^ 
let into the secret of an event which, made someinpise in town 
a couple of years before, and of which I had heard so many 
versions, but none of the real &ct8. 

Notwithstapding that the person of Mr. Moiintgarret had 
been for some years impaired by a delicate state of health, he- 
was, ais I could perceive on my ehort visit to Harrowgate in 
1705, a great favourite amongst the dowagera who annually 
resort to these baths of Hygeia: his nmnners were particularly 
fitscinating; his conversational powers of thp first order; and 
his attentions to the gentle sex unremittiuj?. With these pre^ 
tensioqs to notice, he made a conquest of no ordinary value* 
A certain lady, whose name must be held sacred, (the widow 
of a fort;unate aitd distingu^hed officer of high naval rank,) had 
enjoyed hia society for two successive seasons at Harrowgate.. 
She was of that period of life ^*when the passions wait upon, 
^ judgpient :^* a woman of splendid fortune, unincumbered — > 
uncontrolled ! amiable without efibrt-r-generous without osten- 
tation, and beloved by all wh& had the bappiQessof her ac-. 
quaintance. 

On the breaking up of the Harrowgate aeason two years be-, 
fore, this lady took an opportunity of intimating to Mr. Mount-- 
garret that she viewed him with more tender feelings than 
those of mere friendship, and had discovered so much to admire 
and respect in his character and manners, that she unreserved- 
ly offered to him her hand and fortune ! But, as fate would 
have it, this brilliant boon, which chance threw in his way,. was. 
of necessity declined-r-he was. already married ! Some-years 
before he had formed a secret matrimonial engagement with a 
young and virtupus female, beneath him in rank; a. connexion 
which he was compelled to conceal from.th^ knowledge of his 
only dependence, a wealthy uncle : and although, this marriage- 
was, contracted under circumstances which would legally have 
rendered it invalid, his ^slings of honour and morality were 
too powerful to tempt him for a moment. to abandon the path of 
duty: he had also a lovely young family, on whom his heart 
doted. It was a pity that during the. two seasons qf unre-. 
atrained intercoqrse with the lady alluded to, he had not made, 
some allusions to his domestic affdirs, as he had too much sense 
and penetratbnto be blind to that growing partiality w^ich, 
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was apparent to every other member of their society: but I 
fear it is the besetting sin <^ my countrymen to be the slaves 
of the -most inordinate vanity, and a desire to win the afllections 
of every woman who appears favourable to them. Whatever 
were the fascinations by which he retained the lady's friend* 
•ship while gratefully Reclining her hand, certain it is his refu- 
sal did not lose him one particle of her generous fkvour. She 
insisted on making some provision for that famiW, which he 
candidly acknowledged *were dependent on his professional ex- 
ertions at the bar : but this his pride, and a sense of grateful 
regard bejrond all selfish considerations, compelled him to re- 
fuse. Bat, OB taking his leave of that estimable woman, what 
does the reader imagine was his request? He entreated per- 
mission to place an only brother, who had lately entered the 
•rmy, under the festering protection of one from whose power- 
Ibl influence he might hope to obtain that advancement in life 
which his humble fortune, if left to his own eflS>rtB, might ne- 
ver reach ! What favour could she refuse to one so much es- 
teemed? The parties separated: the younger brother, ad- 
vanced by the prudent senior to the rank of lieutenant by pur- 
chase, appeared in the course of the winter in London, with 
full credentials to the lady^s favour. ^* He camb — he saw — bm 
coHQUERED !**— ^in less than six months he was a captain ; and, 
shortly after, became the husband of his patroness, with six 
thousand a-year i Thus far my friend's history. 

Much to young Mount^rret's credit, he proved a nnost exem- 
plary partner, never havmg caused the generous woman a mo- 
ment's sorrow or repentance of her choice during nearly twenty 
years. When in the wane of life, she met with that affliction 
which no earthly consolation could mitigate ; her good and gal- 
lant husband fell in his forty-third year on the field of Water- 
loo, while bravely charging the enemy at the head of his regi- 
ment, in which he had reached the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

When communicating to me at €lifh>n, the events which 
gave rise to.his brother's most fortunate marriage, Mr. Mount* 
garret aflbfded me the additionalp leasure of hearing from him 
that his. uncle, a celebrated Newgate solicitor of Dublin, or, 
as we should call it here, ^ Old Bailey lawyer,^' had died im- 
mensely rich a year before, leaving him an independent for^ 
Vine, hx beyond his hopes, and equal to all his wishea. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 



> Four yean bad lapsed in absence, wberein his steps had ranged 
*Mid many a far and foreign scene, but his heart was unestranged.*** 



A SUBJECT of deeper interest now absorbed my entire atten* 
lion. Amongst the arrivals at Cliflon within the last month,, 
my friend mentioned that of a young widow, whose person he 
described as of surpassing loveliness ; but whose voluntaiy se^ 
elusion from all society gave rise to a thousand conjectures. 
Her age,, he considered, could not exceed one. or twO'Wid- 
twenty years, and her circumstances, judging from appear- 
ances, were affluent On her arrival she was accompanied bjK 
a gentleman, >yhom the servants called the doctor; but neither 
bis name nor that of the lady's transpired. Afler a fortnight's 
residence in a retired house in the neighbourhood of the Wells^ 
the doctor disappeared, leaving the two maid-^ecvants, who had. 
come from Ireland with the lady, in attendapce upon her. Af- 
ter an absence often days, the gentleman returned, and in tho 
course of the following week, he removed his mysterious charge, 
whose kindness and liberality had gained her the blessing of 
the poor of the neighbourhood. The party took the rood for 
Wales ; but, whether for north, or south, town,^^ or village, no 
person could tell: although, as may be supposed, curiosity and 
conjecture were not idle on the subject. 

An Irishman's descriptioaof beauty is at all times a glowing 
picture ; so that I did not so much attend to. that part of his in? 
formation as to the minute portrait he drew of the doctor, whom 
he^ had frequently seen, and whose every feature, bis gait, ha^ 
bit, and gesture, as described by my friend, recalled to my 
mind: Sur^^eon Splint^ my Somerston^ Esculapius. But who 
could be his iqjteresting charge 1 who,, but the lovely-^^e ever 
dear Maria 1— and in widow's weeds ! The tumult which this 
information? excited in my whole frame did not escape my ob- 
servant friend's keen observation ; so that I made no scruple of ^ 
Souring into his friendly ear the secret of my long cherished, 
ut still hopeless passion. But what clew had I to discover 
t(ie &.ir recluse's place of retreat; and ;what excuse to break in> 
qif, it^ sanctity if ki^owo | Mouptgarret was not a, ni^u. of\ 
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^otdbts or difficulties: the first he despised, i^nd all through life 
bad triumphed over the latter. The painfully evident decay 
of his bodily powers apparently added to, rather than, dimin- 
ished, the vigour of his ardent mind ; and, when taking his 
leave of me that day, he expressed his confidence in being able 
to nscertain for me in the course of a few days the retreat of 
the mysterious party. 

My agitation could not escape the eye of my ever-watchful 
hostess, and I was fain to invent a tale of some intelligence 
received of my family, to lull her too ardent curiosity, and her 
suspicions that I meditated a speedy retreat. I was thus led 
into a labyrinth of falsehood, which brought its usual mortifica- 
tions, occasional detection, and eventual disgrace ; but hers was 
not the heart to the generosity of which an appeal might be 
made ; no sentiment of refined love could ever find a resting- 
pkce tfiere. The necessity of carrying on the system of de- 
ception, which my soul abhorred, was unhappily imposed ; but 
it did not escape my observation tliat all those attentions and 
little acts gC kindness, which I had long been in the hahit of 
receiving from my hostess, were but sparingly rendered, and 
always with a degree of distrust and cddness, which could 
not be mistaken. How ardently did I long for the summons tp 
attend my friend ! I felt a guilty reluctance to turn my horse*? 
bead towards Bristol, unaccompanied by my hostess, and her 
really hospitable oldispouse; but my impatience admitting of 
no farther delay, I hurried off on the third morning, hastened 
to my friend's lodgings, and met-<-disappointment ! No certain 
tidings could be gained of the party beyond their passage of 
the Severn, and their proceeding towards Swansea, but whe- 
ther with theintention of crossing from thence to North Devon» 
or remaining in the principality, theferrymen were doubtfiil : 
their conjectures as to the first were grounded on the parti- 
cular inquiries made by the doctor as to the mode of passing 
over to Ilfracomb ; and if it required any other mark to fix the 
identity of that personage beyond my friend's description iji 
him, it was to be found in the boatman's statements, that the 
doctor was extremely inquisitive as to the resources of the sur- 
rounding country in rivers, lakes, and streams ; and what des- 
cription of fiy was the most taking. Even this confirmation* 
as it appeared to me, of the identity of at least one of the party, 
gave a momentary rise to the barometer of my spirits, which 
^xmimunicating itself to my outward man, rendered me for that 
day more amiable in the eyes of my half-doubtin? hostess. I 
had iavited, by the particular desire of the lady and gentlemaoi 
my Irish friend to pass the next day at their house ; and, ac- 
cording to old Launcekxt's express orders, he was to ** bring 
his mgh( cap w€ hmn* The presenpe pf mj comiitrjrnaaii 
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made the next day pass off raost pleasantly to all parties ;^ When, 
takings his leave of me, he insisted on my giving him my com- 
pany for the entire of next day at ClifVon. 

Afiecting much indifference for the pleasure of my visit, I 
was suffer^ to depart without a frown, or a lecture, and set oflT 
after breakfast, intending to take Mrs. Pudish's in my route 
for the chance of picking up a letter, or newspaper; but there 
were neither for me ; however, the garrulous post-mistress em- 
braced the happy moment of leisure to tell me all about my 
dark beauty, (as she sarcastically called her,) and her aged 
spouse. 

Making a virtue of that necessity which T saw was unavoida- 
ble, I sat down, and lent an impatient ear to the old lady, who 
commenced her story by an l)bservation which, had she duly 
weighed and considered, ought to have kept her silent 

** It is no afiair of mine, to be sure, sir, but I thought I would 
just tell you something about the extraordinary match between 
Patty Goodman and her old uncle Launcelot." Pausing for 
breath, and my thanks, which I declined offering, the dame 
proceeded: — 

** Yet it is a hard thing, after all, to be married to an old. 
roan; is it not, sir?" 

" Sometimes,** I answered. 

'' Sometimes! always; morning, noon, and night Well, as 
I was saying, it was ah odd match, for Mrs. Sinnot is to the full 
forty, if not more, years younger than old Launcelot, and was. 
reared under his roof from her childhood; and although her 
mother was his first wife's sister, and bis own cousin, the peo- 
ple do say — ^but there's nq stopping some tongues; that*s neither 
here nor there. After his wife's death Patty*s mother became 
his housekeeper: he was not then quite the rich man he is now ;: 
but he was always well to do, and a radcety kind of^ld fellow ; 
and if every one had his own ; he would have a pretty progeny 
about him ! but I am not censorious ; I only repeat what my 
neighbours, who know him better, say :^-but, sir, as I was tell- 
ing yqu, after Patty's atvut died, her mother became his house-*, 
keeper, and little Patty was brought into the house. Her fa- 
ther had been a seafaring man, and after her third year was 
never heard of in tliis part of the country ; the poor mother was 
put to all kinds of drudgery, and, after a faithful servitude of 
many years, she died when little Patty was only sixteen years, 
of age. The old man was going close upon sixty ; had been 
very prosperous in the world ; sold his farm and mills in Wilt-, 
^hire, and purchased the estate on which he now resides. 

*^ Young Patty was still considered as no better than 
an upper servant, wh^ all at once the old gentleman 
^esoed her out in finery, took her constantly in thq chjEMSd^ 
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with faim visitiog, and after a year had elapsed, to the aston- 
iahment of the neighbourhood, he married her ! Not a soul in 
the parish darkened their door for years, until Parson Jen- 
nings set the example, bringing his wife and children to'visit 
them with great form; when all the neighbouring families 
shortly after paid them the same compliment Poor Mr. Jen* 
nings was under great distress at the time, and old Launcelot, 
who has a generous heart, was kind to him and his family ; 
since then £ey go on as you see*" 

Here ended Mrs. Pudisb's scandalous narrative. The story 
was certainly a strange, but I fear by no means an uncommon 
one. It is quite a mistake, to attribute superior virtue, inno- 
cence, and simplicity of taste^ to the rural population of Great 
Britain : every day, every hour, serves to destroy innocence an4 
delicacy of feeling, in^me the passions, and demoralise the 
heart The young girl of tender age is regaled with all the 
mysteries of low traffic and imposition ; and she hears that Tom 
the carter, or Johu the ploughboy, has been had up before the 
justice! " What for, fether]" asks the girl— "ibr ha'ang 
gotten a wench ttyp chUd,''* replies the heartless, brainless sire. 
The system of increase and multiply is ever in operation, and 
familiarizes the mind of the country-bred girl to matters to 
which she ought to be a stranger. The town-bred girl would 
blush at country conversation : nor does it need a stronger con* 
formation jof my argument, that indelicacy leads to crime, 
than the appalling fact, that of the hundred thousand vnfort 
TUNATEs which, at the lowest calculation, disgrace our metropo- 
lis, more than three-fourths are from the country — thanks to 
poor lawd, bastardy bills, and other premiums to robbery and in- 
fanticide ! I took my leave of the post^mistress without in- 
dulging her by a single censure on poor Patty, or one syllable 
of reproach upon the old man, from both of whom I had received 
the kindest civilities : whatever were my opinions, gratitude 
kept me silent — a feeling of delicacy which, I fancy, consi- 
derably lessened me in the good graces of Mrs. Pudisb. 

The countenance of Mountgarret, on our meeting, seemed to 
dilate with unusual importance ; and when seizing my hand, 
he said,/' My boy, didn*t I tell you Fd hold on the scent till I 
fiiirly ran down the game 1" — "Well, well," I anxiously cried. 
— " It ig well, as far as it goes," replied he. " It is Mrs. Tem- 
ple I it M Doctor Splint ! it is your angel herself! !" More 
was unnecessary; I was ready to fall down and worship 
him. 

** I know where to direct your steps," continued my worthy 
oountryman ; ^ I can bring you to your treasure. But are yoa 
quite sure of a reception equal to your hopes and wishes 1" in- 
quired my friend, with graver looks. 
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Thut WBB a pozzler ; bat I answered witk tnoeh of my coiuH 
try's, and all my personal, vanity in tbe affirmative. 

*• Well, then," said Mountgarret, " The party are ftiriy in 
eover at a beautifbl, but most retired cottage, a few miles to 
tiie westward of Cardiff, on the banks of the river, in a find 
country, surrounded by every object that can inspire and che- 
rish romantic feelings ; thither we mnst bend our steps, bot 
proceed cautiously. Firsts let me ask you bow you became ac« 
juainted with this charming widow." 

After satisfying his curiosity in that respect, I was semewhat 
discouraged by the coolness with which he heard me, and sadly 
disconcerted at his observation. 

•* Perhaps my friend, you are by this time forgott^i : bow- 
ever, if you are determined to make the attempt, no situaticm 
can be more propitious to your views* Now, may I ask youj 
without being impertinent, how you stand in fortune's book ? 
I believe, if I recollect rightly, there are six or seven of you, boys 
wadffirlsr 

When I replied^ "'Little more than sixty pounds a year be» 
Bides my pay," he smilingly observed, — 

" Something of the least, Master Oliver; but by your account 
tiie lady ought to have a sufficiency for both; but we shall see 
how that matter stands in due time. You must ask a week's 
leave of absence froifi your host and hostess, and we can take 
a short excursion to Cardiff, where we shall no doubt obtain 
all the information we require for our guidance in after pro- 
ceedings; from thence you can commence your approachee; 
but, like a prudent genera), you must first reconnoitre th« 
place." 

It was no easy task to take the leave my friend proposed ;^ 
but I felt there was no time to be lost Mountgarret was aboat 
to return to Dublin by way of North Wales^ in a week or 
ten days, when I should lose bis valuable advice, and equally 
' valuable aid. I therefore, en my return home, when mention* 
ing my friend's wish, limited my absence to four days; and, as 
I had apparently made up my mind to go, whether agreeable 
or otherwise, no opposition could consistently have been of* 
fercd. But I had a task of dissimulatk>n to perform when try* 
ing to evade the close-put questions of my inquisitive hostessi 
to whom I never for a moment relaxed in those personal atten- 
tions, so grateful to the sex : indeed I redoubled these assidui- 
ties, as it struck me as possible that she might have imagined 
the loquacious Mrs. Pudish had told me more of her history 
than she was desirous I should know. If such really were her 
thoiights, she must have been gratified that any comomiiica- 
tbns, intended to act to her disadvantage on my mind, prp* 
duced quite (she contrary efl^t 
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Mn I ppaeaiBod^ ti,% that period, no small sharet)' <^ied the'. ' , 
point a^jiiflist my better jadgnlent, ancl I repeated ^tii Romeo, . 

" ' ■ ■ ■■■■' '^ ,. •"''-""'-', ' '■ •■ ^ ■^' ' ' ', '" '.".. ■ 

' '^BqltfiiiteUlMloher^tlieB&il.t^^ * "'.,' 

•-.'■Uz. ..""• '. ■ ■■ ' V . . ' ■ .■ , ■•■ .■•. ' * ■-;■ ' - • 

We iead)^ our ^estiiiation altdr some hoi^rs* pleas&nt sailj. 
an^ pipped wii^ /l^mg^rbds, tokyk op our qqarters at th^ " 
'llhvttARMa, a GOfflft>^talile cleanly lun, deficient in onlj one 
tiling lo render it a fiayonable i^aoe of rest, \e3rtravagant 

diargesi. OuriieBt, Mr. Ji^b^^^^'*^^'^'^*^'''^^^^^^ 
«i to §eM vi^ liM aMermefl i^tJ&tae abillui^ and siJ^pence ^ 
pei^j^ ite^hl jlttdd^jw old tu^n^f^y^ti^Mti mremr 
flonalkle in profk^tio^ - tbim mticli JS?r. S^jy^, Waleis. th^ yl^rs 

'• The iiext dJB^f we'iauide atrangementa for our piscatorial 
'lamuabments :'my iHditd was no greatl^ttisrbwer, and mv ex- 
ploits at t^e hut of aTrod were cpn6n0d» in ihydays brbo^nood, ^ 
lb Uieicatbbin^ ordb smaU frf, with' which Bahlin harbour ' 
i^nildBm summer^ We prudehtfy^ engaged a ^scijile of the. 
^f^tioniiRii sdhool ta be our. gnide^ndinstroctor^ hoping to gain 
ft6m him, who war the eveiy day attendant on stiiuigers^jome 
aceoittit wour anfflh^-jckjict^ 
As he led aa^% wvodtto^i^ oftbe river, w^re^ with^ ]iirh . 

i£y iHM «<MitiiHted 'b ith^w hik whisOiiig line without success 
«r even a nibble, honest -Ti^ abused u4 with his description of 
IlltflpiieiUnaiteur&oii whdtjftW lat^Ty^ heed in attendance; 
liH^YlittWebnscioQSortbiriii^^ tale^h^ 

#f^ in 4se]kilst>r adiniratiijb on th^ i^kill of at^ IH^ genttc^n 
jo^ jT iirnvM Mk ^ l|)%h^[x)uirhood,' lyho) scorniBg all JojiMii^ 
aid, woved iatkaseifthe^ Pii^ : hidced the yvel^fia|ti 

wtitf^te eif^itsiastic In hiis pra&, declaring that oot a men 
in the^difimtrf ekild make a^ ffiber^t|i% 6k% 

in tl^biuroe of salmon, aew^n, ^t.imi^ Not^fbr t momeiit 
dof^btt^'bdt be Tai&mt^mf^i^<ii^^ 
4«tfed^wb6n we mif {it'e^qiect Mmvto aoa^ J^ i^p|^ oil 

^e bai^ of th6 e!^am ; ^ktr were mopR' bt^am to learn, 
ftotin Ta% Ihitt the fiiist hour cl^ gra^r wnil^^ the last pf 
th^ WBiiiiig eve^ were bjs iNdi %JM9^^^ th(» li^ort of the 
rw^rl/ .'. . "■„ ■ ■'/ r -'■.■.. '. 

'OA^^:ec0Y«ib|r thie jp»tn)^tioil W4e sooii pitotaijiour h)d^ and 
hiMleiled^ tdwi»!d4o#i]wL^ii to deviie sotne means of obtain- 
ii^ air ii]itet>irlew wxb lih(b: The bottage m which ttw 

Vol. It -':V:^-^'^^>r'^'18:A\* '> • '^ ■^/'•'V :''." 
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leoo; bat a ffBM]r4i8t%tite 1^^ 1^^^ 

of delftjr* I wrote a few liiietf to the d 

Inr accident heard that He was jci thi 

^enarge of a lady, to wboee fkmily | owed so vSikf 8S^ ^ 

I be^M permisskm to be allow^ to |!^y |(^ j^ils^^ts to 1^ 

l^eo^e aiid hhnsei^ if my visit would lipt oe deeined.aa inONh 

•i&oo. These iew Unea were despatched l^./fv^:^t0pfi^^ 

ennaii, whb. urged to ipt^ by the ^i^t^iae.f^l^ijfi'mj^ 

in a couple of hours With tlie jbllowfpg letti^jL ^ ' ' 

whicli demoliidied &t a 'moment W m^V'^imki 

...... y l^: Gmm \ J iit M P^» 

•^Mrs. Temple desires die lb^.'that wie haaT^eerrf 
. inexpressible pleasure the proof of Afoor ^ztatence iiii^ _ 
which your welcotpe oote afforded^vsi^Aodto^^rs t^ib^^ 
aincerity add my congratulatiobs^^d* MaQV i|^ 
ports reached your ffiefids in tbe county "Qtfwatll^viiiUpl 
silence tended to confirm, ..Depiorabli^chaQgeJ^.j^^ 
taken place in that family by all of wfiom ybii, yireT!^|p(: j^< 
regarded, land the. effects on Mrs. T. Temple's heaU|^^^(ip^^| 
titB have been sq severe m^ to induce hj^r to. decline l^jEK^^(^^* 
But believe mc, as regards |^eu this re^1u1i^^M^idhiv0 b^K^ 
brolren tjirough, had f not, on ol^erving thfi^;i|;iosmp 9|^^^ 
lirhich the reading of yout note caused i|(^ji|i||^^ 
lasted on her avoidinj^ a meetiii^ jjust now wiihi?!)!^ wfaoeefiin^ 
seiice would revive t}ie recollecti<>n of dayif o|^ jpy. and M^P" 
ness/now, alwlfor ever fted. ; , . . .. v* -t^^ v „ ^v-*;. 

•* You mayb? angiy. with tpe Jf you ple«ip*.i(4|4pusy|3if|» 
propitiate your displepLsuc^ &r i)iis 4i^]H^p!jin(^^ 
which I shall make to yomr iiin.i.jti^uvfi|iaigi j|^|luul^^i# 
tell you a tale of sorrow J Suffice it >^pwjto;.jir^^^ 
by informing yo^ that o^ij* worthy friend, w^iQ^^.We w.so i^uc^ 
ti&ved, Mr; Temple is no more! he survi|yi|d>,i%iSHj4hiitJkf<3^ 
months, an^Tatiai^ fftlVtbe yHjUm of his»>yMt^^^ ,l^#W^|S^1ti 
to 6ee yoti Jj)jBft)ro the cool of tie, eveping : untjl v([e^»#jiii(>W ^fir 
cept those adsursfefes, whicU my^t<^jg;ue and hji«id-J^ilH^f?<|p^ 
of the warm rega^y of y0ui^9ldfcien<rai;>d f hy^ciap>jli ^ ,. :^ 

. After readu^i; this epistle otice er twice in silfiiip^ Ijii^ed 
it over to my^end^ b1|u^hing to j»y ?eyea. witli iiioiqsUm^^ 
and shame at*n^yil]l success! Haviiig.iP«t^i8c4.it>^Wit^i^^ 
calmne^ of judgment whic)|i Xdid not possess, be carQplIj:,^^ 
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^ k W aiid,^wiKto r^l&e}iig it in my band; to etinnol^ me, ex* 
cliiiol^d '* Ooodjthvi id all bs it should be." . I really could 
ooit see any thiiig 00 very encouraging' in the doctoi^q letter; 
1^ I waited for his eomin^ to -clear up niy doubts, fidgeting 
on my cbaii^V urid tunning every minute to the window.. At 
leiigth, aftet &n apelc^y to my firiend, I entfe^ited bis leave to 
go a short portion of the road to n^eet the doctor: be smiled 9X 
raf ith^tiehe^, and kindly pressed me to go without ceremony. 
If avin^ ascertakied the route?, which our visiter must peceesa- 
rily t^ke, I hurried onwards, and^ had proceeded a full mi\e ere 
I saw his well-built figure approach me. Tl^ree years and* 
more had made some dSfefence in Ins fa^ce and person ; the lat- 
ter had grown Mnore portly, andi as we cloeedf J tbbught hitf 
bMw appeared heavy and thoughtful ; the uUettitioVi m ip^ wa«, 
of eourse more striking. , J Advanced ah inch towards heaven 
in altilude,^M my fece had become m6>e el^gat^; my fea- 
tures, I &ncy, were by no means improved ; so that I had adtu-' 
aHy fronted him before he' recognised hi me the slender boy qf 
17M. His greetings and cpngratulations on my safe return, 
and my healthful appearancci were as warm as ihcy were sin- 
cere. I trembled a^ I ventured to naipe Mrs. Tom Temple; 
and fbl:fnd, in his aiiswer to my inquiries afler her Iiealth, little 
to relfeve ray pain^l anxiety. ** jPeor dear creature !" said he^ 
**her frame is much shaken, and her nerves so sjiattered, that 
nothing but her sweet and amiable disposition could have"6Ui^ 
tained and preserved her! — HoW long baV^ yon been in Eng- 
land f ' inquired the doctor. On my answering sue Moirras, I 
fancied I could read reproach upon liis brow, frnd I could not 
date to explain to him the precise feeling of delicacy which 
preVented me from writing to any one of theTemple family. I 
could only excuse myself by remarking, that I conceived it pro- 
bable that I might have been forgotten, having little claim ott 
the particular regard of Mr. Temple's family, and being railjf 
one of the many on whom his kindness aad hospitality had been ^ 
80 censtantlj^ lavished. "There vou are wrong, young gentle- 
roan,'^ interrupted the doctor rather reproachfully: "had you 
been one of the family, the whole of it, and particularly the est- 
Client man v^ho was the head of it, could not have felt a 
stronger interest in you; for when your name appeared in the 
gazette amongst the list of wounded, a year and a half ago, a 
general sympathy prevailed, and a deep anjriety for your reCo* 
very, of which we all entertained bopes^ from, seeing your pro* 
ination^ shortly aflerw^ids announced; bu|^ mnister rep^rttt 
reached ne of your having been attacked witli the yellow ffe^ 
ver, and to the sweeping mortality which then prevailed in the 
inlands, your Irish friendii feared yoii bad &llen a victim.^ | 
Tb» 0I1DI of ray loedieal firicnd^ stoi^ wisus, that Mr* ThdinM 



Temri^ iMtm ling^^ on firom jeaf tayear .w « ^fiioiyeleik 
malady, die4 of utter iDankioQ the pree^ihg winter; bia ex* 
emplaiy but unfortunate wife diacW^ing, with aonowin^ pa^ 
tience, her aad lask of duty to the last ijaotoeiif of hia Wratehed 
li^ at tbe sacrifice of her own iiealth, her epirka, and rnncliK 
of that ezquiaite beauty which all admired, in this moamfuL 
office. 

"The mind of the M gentleman,'' continued the. doctor,. 
*^ was drawn from the contemplation of his domestic aorrowa 
by the akirmingatate of the country. He was, you ^now, the 
captain of the Templemore yeomanry. Early in the present 
year, our county was in such k disturbed state as tabe placed 
under niartial law^ All the socialities of life were bH>ken,upy 
the females of all the respectable families fled to the metropo- 
lis for refuge; we, in fact, slept pn our arms. The horron of 
war burst ai^dcienly upqn.the land; the higher ^ the hum-f 
blest homes felt its dreadful scourge. The once peaceful towp^ 
hi^l of Templemore was concerted into a bi^rrack. That man- 
sion, in which kindness and hospitality reigned, now divested 
of all those ornaments which adorned it in our days of peace 
and security, became the bead-qUarters. of the general of the 
district, and* his stafiV a^ Pur once rich; but now neglected 
fields, fire the common property of the miliary of all a^m&. 

"Our brave and loyal captain, having seen his darling M^iit 
set ofl* for Dublin under my car^, with an escort of d^goous, 
turned his horse's head from his late happy home — never to re- 
turn! He fell while leading on his troop to the rescue of Gre- 
neraj Archbold,«fi?om a party of rebels, into whose ambusccule 
he had fallen, and against whose breast was raised the pike, 
which, the next moment, pierced the heart of our loved and 
respected commander. The general,, with those noble feelings 
which gratitude for his delivery inspired, rallied the now broken 
Jtroop, and, afler a murderous conflict, succeeded in, bearing ofiT 
the .mangled body of his brave deliverer for honourable inter* 
ment Thus perished that brave old man, who, at the age of 
sixty-four, showed in the hour of battle all the fire and coikrage 
of youth. . , 

*.*His untimely death, while it threw a damp over the spiritg 
of his late comrades in arms, stilj more strongly indaraed their 
passions against the unfortunate rebels, non^ of whom, in their 
future contests with the yeomanryi ever found a moment^ fa- 
vour oir mercy ! . * ^ .' 

"The only remaining chil4, the Baroness El'Altoh, ijs ia 0«r-i 
many with her husbajpd, who, having succeeded to ^ia uncie'a 
honours, accepted a command in the Austrian army tWo years 
since. The late mekjacholy events wjll no doubt ,hr|n§, her to 
Ireiin^j w^ieg ,% s^ci^r^ |^s§age .cai^ be qhtw^edi ywtiLthen* 
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thfe property of ttlEJfkmJlf remains ^settled ^ti. Tettple's 
forttme wafe secared tiq her ty marriage settlement; but it was 
supposed that, on the d^ath of her late husband, the old geiitle- 
o^ali m^de a Considerable addition to that sum: be that as it 
may, every other cpnsiderktion but that of self-preservation 
yields^ to the dreadful circumstances iti which our unbuppy 
counliry is oft Twesent plunged. 

' **My loVely and interesting charge placed herself under my 
cspire, alrid I hastened to reityfeye her -from the scene of so much 
affltjction/ I had long perceived in her a tendency to pulinpna- 
ry ponsumption.' My fears, I ^eve to say, have of late greatly 
increiisedV and, as Lowe raiich to thfe kiridn^s and friendship 
of tbjtt excellent fatriily, I shall continue ifiy humbly services 
80 long as they can be made useful. Ah! my young friend," 
cpHcludedthe (joctor, with mucH true feeling of speech an4 
cbuntfeflancCj "her li^ has been, hitherto, one' of S9:dness and 
digappoihtraentj-^may^Heaven grant it may conclude more 
happily!"" Overpowered by the conflict of my feelings, L 
could only exclaim, " Amon! amen ! — may Heaven protect that 
angelic woman!" ' 

The fervency with which this sentence was pronounced had 
in it a gomething beyond friendship, pity, or respect* The doc- 
tor ^as not a hian to su^r such an expression of ardent feel- 
ing to palss unobserved. After darling on my face a look of 
pienetrating inquiry, which pierced into my very soul, he 
stdpf^ed, caught me by the arm, and, with his own characteris- 
tic bluntness, said, **^ Yol^ love ber then ! — Would you marry 
herl" 1 stood, for a moment, confuted at the abruptness of the 
questiori^buti nulling off my. bat, (in, I dare say, a very thea- 
trical m'antier, but on that occasion with all sincerity of heart,) 
I exclaimed, " Did it please Heaven to exalt me to a throne, 
the God, whose name I presume to invoke, knows that I should 
esteem myself blessed in sharing it with her !" 

After a lon^ pause, during which the features of the doctor 
underwent the most rapid alternation of expression, he looked 
oti me Vvith a feeling ii\ which kindness and pity were blend- 
ed; and, pressing my hand as he dropped it, hurried forwfird, 
metely saying, "Well, well! at a future time this may be 
talked of;" wh^e with a deep sigh, which even his struggle 
Ibr affected indi^renoe could not suppress, he added, *'It may 
be too late!" 

' ^e were nove hetfr the Bute arms i whatever were the in; 
ward Workings m the minds of both, each put on an air of tn^n^ 
^iHity, as 1 mtrodaced tlie doctor to mv nriend, who accepted 
the pirofi&red bknd held out to him with that generous confi- 
4eDce which the ffenUeman of Ir^iland Ibels in hhnselC The 
scarcely tasted botfietfes^ceReiHl^ 'Milch gmcedth^ board, 
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was soon sent round, and after a few reTQlutk»l)« my friends Iw' 
cam^ as social as migbt be expected from meuof* liberal beings, 
and enlightened minds. ' . ■■ -: 

The doctor had nothing lo communicate in, the way of neii'si 
which to my friend Mountgarret would not have appeared, 
stale, and he had his o^n reasons for avoiding any particular, 
aHusion to the events of their common country | Jbut the nAibgig 
p^ion in bis guileless nature soon brcl(e forth % observHig, 
that the messenger % whom toy note h?Ld been conveyed tQ 
him was one of the best anglers in the.count^y. "J8ut,'* said 
the doctor, *^ they are still bujt i)utcher8; th.ey Wl all their &ik 
by main force, knowing nothing of ti^e sciplce of the deligbtfol 
^ort Not many days since, just as moi'ning dawned, I hool^ed, 
a salmon, which, from its vigorous pnll, I caicukted conld not. 
be less than an eight or ten poapder] He ran me to the 
last fathom of my line, and then reversing his counBe^ rushe^ 
on me up the stream with the rapidity of lig-htning; but I i^as 
reeled up and ready: again he plunged down the current— X 
followed him kne&Kleep in the ^ream^ plstying him to almost 
the last inch of my line, following bis course down tho river, 
until, up to my hips,^ I stumbled; on a si^elving rock, on wliich 
I took my stund.'**^ The enthusiastic doctor, at this paH of hiff 
story^ shoved back his chair, and stealing one foot on its seat, 
which was gently followed by tjie other, he held his hand as if 
grasping the rod, then rolling his eyes, " in a fine frenzy," «yer 
the table, as if tJie river ran before tiim, continued—" The fiisb, 
still strong, gave meaf much.as I coulddo to hold him in play; 
at length he made one desperate plunge, ^^ich gave me a full 
sight ofhis enormous size ;— * *t,was conquer or die/ I scram- 
bled to the highest part of the slippery ro^k," said the doctor, 
clambering on the table, with an anxiaety of eye, as if the. fisii 
still plunged and floundered before it, -"and then, t)pping hina 
the hut^ at last fairly exhausted him — his shiriing sjih^ry beUy 
showed itself on the ^rface of the stream." I landed Irim in 
safety, sirs, and, by the virtue of my oath I he was thirteen 
pounds, if an ounce, and killed with, a single gutf* The de-' 
scription of this important conquest concl1;idcd, the doctor very 
(Cautiously dismounted from the table and the cbairi Carefully 
wiping his footstep from the former; and wl)en seated, cried iqi. 
an ecstasy, " to kill two siich fish' in a man's life, would repay 
brin for an age of toil !" , 

The doctor himself for the, pao^ient/orgot not only the Irish 
rebellion, the loss of his friend, and the amisHble Maria, !b^t^ 
communicating a portion of his enthusiasm to bis hearers^ 
cheated us of all otber thoughts but his encounter with the 
n^onaroh of the stream. j ,; \ :, 

; My fri^n^, $he barri^, to6k>jp<)i|i.liimsrf^ ^w I 
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te^XMBSfi . «c<pHunted with the oirouQiertimce of* Mrs. Ttam^tk 

and hid owa appearance at Cfrfloiu and of those measures < 
which that knowledge indqceid me,, tinder his counsel, to tidopt : 
to obtain, if possible, an lntei;yiew with him, ^ . 
^*I am sqre I ought to feol infinitely proud of your youngs 
friend taking so much trouble to shake hands with a poor Irish 
apothecary,** said he, archly: 1 blushed to the t^p of my ears. 
*\However, h^ has not sought n^e in vain. I. have pre^crihed 

" And I, perseverqncer boldly added my fiiehd of the-courti, 
with a significant wink af the doctor/ , .\ 

Perceiving that these gentlemen seemed to understand each' 
other,JL. remained silent uptil tbp moment for scparationiju'- 
riv^d, w)ben loy medical friend, in a. firm and energetic maut. 
Be^, urged my return to Bristol, without anv attempt to see th^ 
t)bj^ct of my fondest wishes. I jivas hali jealous! Can be* 
thought I, have any schemes of his o.wn in view 1 It was a sus- 




at the restnctipn, and T too^ hid hand in an agony of disap^ 
pointment and doubt. We hastened back to pur respective , 
home^ and I was thus enabled *'to fqlfil my promise of return 
on the fourth day. ^./ 

A letter had been delivered for me frbm my regiment, en- 
cloeinff the circular jit that period issued,^ calling all officersr to 
their duty, under p^ln. of dkmissal, for ^ny unaccounted-for ab- 
s^nco or delay. ^ . . ." ., 

. The awful words " West Indies," were in those days, the 
bug-bear; and my reply, that I had not yet quite repovered from 

. the effects of two years* service in that " dreadful clinuUeJ^^ 
to iindertake regimental duty, vvas admitted as ah excuse for 

, my non-appearance at the h^ad-njuarters ; but. I added, in .my 
letter to the 'Qommanding-officer,t}Mit irj the event of the regi- 
ment being ordered for service in Ireland,,! should join within 
three days of receiving such notice. This partly reconciled 
me to the subterfuge I was led.to adopt, but ofwhich I felt in- 
wardly asliamed autl niortiiSed ; "but cl man iii love, in debt, or 
in.liquor, freq^.ietitly says and dpes many things which, on jre^r 
flection, cause internal upbraidings. . , ' 

Tbe hjBad- quarters of the :— r-Iand fencibles were then es^. 
tablished a^ Wi^an ; heitb^ its nui^encal strength nor sta^te of^ 
disciplme rendered it likely to be called )nto employment for 
at le^t three months; and what might; not be effected in half 
that time by perseverance iti my love pursuit 1 too soon lost ^ 
the advantage of my worthy countryman's advice; Tie had 
tak^ his deportyl^ ift^ temieria^f to, me liis ^best wjsh^ f^c 



tire^froor the ^nnot fkmUy without the impatatioiii of cil^JPiis0^ 
and ing^titude. There was no excose for my departdte ii»>re 
powerful than the necessity ibr jeinii^g iny^egitipent; andta 
dRvd some idea of this necessity, as well' as to prepai*e the 
pe|8on whom I considered most interested in the imoveffient tj|r 
the event, I lefl.niy o&icial letter open in the drawer of 1^ 
dl««&ingftablev knowing that ft wouid not lo^g e^pe feraate 
cariosity. Instead, tbereforf, of having to break the ix)£tter to 
the parties myself, my arrangements for marching- wete thuw.n 
firom me by questions, which the sigiit of th&^aid letter alpiie 
cmild have suggested. ' < " -^ 

Before the t;xpi ration of a third montti^s residence I wds in a 
stit^ of preparation,— «all ready to depart,* and still on the best 
pbe^iWe terms with til the household. When the hour of sepa-. 
ration arrived, it passed off Without any struggle x)f feelings pn 
ahy side, save and except 6W Launcelot, who seemed really af- 
fected" at losmg my cotnpany, arid^ whoso kind treatnient of, 
and hospitality to me to'thf^ last mohient, F had every teHson to 
ftel grateful for. I took the route to Bath, fi^ra whence t 
wrote to the doctor aniiounising rtiy removal, and intention rf 
joining my regiipent in a few wiecksin Lancashire ; previously 
to which'l should pass a short time ai Cheltenham, where any 
comipunication he might have the kind consideration to m^ke 
would meet me. ' ' ; 

'To that town (not as nowV a little World of brick and nAortar 
tod Ron^an coment,") I accordingly repaired; and in the gay 
society, chiefly Irish, which I there met, passed a'fortnigfet pT 
plewure, int^^rtnijfed- however with deep anxiety for the doctor's 
d^patch. But, oh! how shall I describe my ecstasies when 
that welcome letter did touch my trembling fiand, and I read 
tho' charming widoW^s permission^ — nay, her invitation tothj^, 
to vvsit horai ijer n6w residence, Hafod Cottage, near Mai-' 
Tehi, whither they had removed from Wales in consequence of' 
some lato tremendous £ood, whiicih nearly overflowed th^ir 
Welsh cottage, and whicli rendered an immediate removal 
ni^ttessarjr. 1 blessed the accident that brought them so near 
t6nMf, and, with my characteristic icnpatience, was about set- 
tmgt)ff that very day; howeV.er,! had the good sense tO con- 
quer it, and took the early portion of the following day^tb proh^^' 
Cfoed on my journey. I set out with a light aind happy heart 
for Malvdrh, which I reached kte in th6 afternoon: At thdi 
l^pd it was little better, than an unp^etcnding' villagfi; but, 
ail the residence of the object of my adoraftioh, tt appeated X6 
IQ6 a paradise. With an unst^dy step I approached the se-, 
eluded but beautify cottage, to which the gentle Maria had 
wiibdraWA horn all die gaiettei of the fabi|y world; It^aa the 
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OR, rHZf^^f^^f$^0i^mvM. ^^ 

mqt^d sUent ixmr f€ e^ lim^^ thier^ffilii iii ntdiap^ .^mtcfi 
bw$ \is a' long inijixigetineintewelu tfyi approad^ was m^ 
nuoh^rved; th^ watchfi^l ^qtor ra^. to meet apd detain me*, 
in the porch^ while his anuable. patient endeayoorecL to colleei 
her powers of nerve ititoli state^ of CQmj>e8uf€^^ v ' 

, At length she appear^ !*—Word& are ini^eqnate^ to ezpf ef^. 
the various feelings her presei^ excite^ in my, throbbing 
breast ; W lovp^T-ar^ent, devoted* love, predominate. As 1/ 
{M-essed hjer c^djuad tremulous h«Ad in mine, a.tbrill of agoay. 
shot through m^ whole ^apie; while the sight of her jBupjkea 
eye, h^er pallid pheek,qji| (Struggling e^t.to bestowon me the^ 
fiUQileof welcome, almost struiek me dmnb withgrieC I gazed 
in, silence. Gracious Heavi^ 1 iu^w altered ! yet still l^w 
beautiful !^-But it was the beauty pf an^ange^, not of & beli^- 
of ouif earth4 '^ . . . [ - , v 

Our first emotions having «ibsided into something lik^ a 
caluH 1 endeavourect to draw her attention from the pamlful re^ 
trc^ction of her sorrows by amusing ^er and the doctor,, witlv 
a ^l^etch of my adventipres since we last had inet, ^ - . 

**.^bekg«ye iHe for. oiX j^iod A wi)jc^ of s^^ 

Time passed on» and it veas already after ten (tin honrbeyond 
her usual time fof reitiring^for tjbe night) ben>re^ I took my leave^ 
softer A kind intimation Jhati ^ould use^that house afi my 
hom^ during the hours of dfy. • ... - . 

^It ws^ twelve ^ n^xf ^ihorninger^ I was ag^in- blessed with 
a sight of the lonely recluscw . The doctor ii^rmed me thai; 
the effort she i^made to receive me yi7as;fellowed by anight; 
of ^tiffering; •* so- extreme^?' |«dded he, )" that Jt had Some . 
thougjrts of s^ing to^^ you, to reqaost you. WMtId not repeat 
your visit until after one day's in,l^ej:val. Howev^r^ ' continoed 
my friend, (significantly) " you were desired tOjOOnsider^tliisfts 
your kpnie :-^hui be discreet; yoo see- that the hand of sick- 
ness, as well as that of soihtqW) lies Jb^avily on that angelic 
woma^ :-r-prov5e your attachment— restrain eyery selfish wish; 
let us, if jDiossiMe, restofe her, ^d all— -Bill may )ret be Well !" 
There was candour and kindness in the advice, and iexr 
I pressed th^ gratitude of a \^irin and; <kepl^ afl^^cted heart for 

this freSh'prbof of frii^ndly regards r^benltoia length ap- 
peared, ret)reshed by several bonrs' unbrokeq sleeps I Sought 
she looked muph better th0 oiv^jie preceding evening; hot 
the Insidious crimson spot Which occasionally tinged her deli^ 
cate cheek in hectie flashes, spoke daggers to my heart Day 
by day, fi^r a week, I watched her sweet' and pensivf counte- 
nance, and flattered myself that I mw a dailr amendmentin it«. 
Thb raised my hopes ; but as the hour fyt that pajtiug arrive 




de^ of ^ei^Ntir: a dScila^ae^ of aijr Vi0^K^^^° ^^'^S^'^ ^^^ 
migfat toeyer tigajit m«etf bedi^i^ indispensabT^ ^ my'eiq0tiii$ck' 
Tte docl(>^^'liire|]*>m^fuit i^^tions^OT own d'elicacy and 
fcrtwarance^-that feeiiiig of ^^Ifnlenkl! Which would have W 
lie tt Mcrifibe my lif^ and happihete for her trani]^illity-:^^ 
give way, attd bent before tfai^ ovierwh^mk^ paaoioil of mV- 
Eecit; and on that^nfght^ic^wa^ to tisai* me, as I jthooght^ 
for ^f«r from her loved ^e«ietfce, she heard wiih'apSent tear, 
the pR)fe8«iout of my ai^rft lirve, and accepted the devotion of 
kiieart wholly her own ! There *re some mom^tis dT otiV €*- 
Hlt^Aoe eo eweet, as'to repky <h^ raind of 60n^l)ility for aW its] 
pafeit Bufl^nngs, tnAi tMtt to ine was tbemost SlissfUl on^, wtted 
thefilkirit, yet dulcet *♦ Yto^" Tell In a gentle whisper fiihhi hef 
burning lip :r— to par;t from her became an impossibili^ ! 

I spaijed her the pairiof'explanatioin with t^e doctor/ hr 
taking oh my^f that»deRcttte office. \H^ hpard^e with a ipQ«: 
**mo»e of sbwwthffn of anger."' I cpiild perpfeive thut tny 
intelligiefic&le« snrpriised ^an qfficted Km I Hk, however, 
made uo remark hut ^isr-"** Deaer^e ker?^' 

t retired for tfve night^ and 'tieKt morning" tveVsil met in the 
eooBciousness that each* understood ih^ other, «nd all was har- 
mony atid^donfideiuie.' TheTddctor accompanied'^tte td Wpr- 
^ester^ ^^here/tom^ iinjjoiiiattt mailers v^ere to be Arranged, the 
execution of which oa'cupted'tid twaSiays, vs^ich to me ^ctettled 
as many centuries; after whicli, ^e returned td tlie cottage. 
Reflection laA appartotly reconcile my dear betrothed ^ to 
the step she was about totals ; he!* Iprikd were improved — Irer 
nir compQ^^dfuidcbeerfttl ; the dector^s h6pes«ectnied to reviv^ 
and our houis apd days passed' on in the {aJticq;«tionsl>f fhtur^. 
bliss: At the ^'of ahotbeir fortnight, th^ ntt^l ben^i^thiin 
bestowe4,T pressed to the fondest andinost^dthM «f hearts-^' 
Tub VHMtif Widow ^ , . 

■ '. ■' > • " ' ;;■•" •>*' . 1 • > • ■■ ■• ^ "• . ■' •■•;.■■'. • 

. . . ■ .'-..■ ' ' 

"N«W, fbrtfib|yr»«eiit\geMteTeadi»,aiirtf v '" 

, • 8tiUgeaUfr4Niic^a8er^lte«oribe— tbet'Kl'r- 

. Must for tbe fvesiem Bhake yoii by the )iaii4» , ■, 
Aiul go your hii.mbje servairv. and good bj.' 
. W^^neqtagBtn, If we8ho«ild<oti4fif8taii(^ ' 
^. , . Each Qtber ;9jid,jfiiou ft shall iH>tti7. . v- 

' Yourbhtiierioeilarther, thaq by tbi8lkbtwnipfe--» 
( > «7wfAweUifatlien<btk>«redmy«dpi»it3e.** 
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CHESNUT STREET. 

8EPTXMBER, 1833. 



NEW WORKS 



LATELY PUBLISHED, 



AND 



PREPARING FOR PUBLICATION, BY 

E. L- CAREY & A. HART, 

PHILADELPHIA. 



In Two Volumes, 12ina 

THE INVISIBLE GENTLEMAN. 

By tl* Author of " Chabtlbt,** « The Fatalist," etc* etc. • 
" It is a novel which may be termed the whimsicany supemataral.**'— 

*' The present narrative is one of the most entertaining fictions we have 
met with for a long time ; the idea is very original, and brought into play 
with a lively air of truth, which gives a dramatic reality even to the su* 
pernatural.**— JUC^rarjf Gazette, 

** The adventures follow each other with delightful rapidity and variety ; 
occasionally there is a deep and thrilling touch of pathos, which we feel 
not a bit the less acutely, because the trouble and wo of the parties have 
originated in the familiar and somewhat laughable act of pulling an ear.** 
— Court Magazine, 



In Two Volumes, 12ma 

MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS. 

" The best novel of the season— a Aiithftil, exact, and withal spirited 
picture of the aristocracy of this country — ^an admirable description of 
what is called high life, and fiill of a more enlarged knowledge of human 
nature." — Spectator. 

"A very lively and amusing panorama of actual life.*'— iiit. CfMxetu, 

** A very interesting work, fiill of well-described scenes and characters, 
and altogether deserving of being classed with the first-rate novels of the 
day."— Onericr. 

" It woi^ld be difi^cult to lav dovm such a book until every chapter has 
been perused. Elegance and force of style^highly but fbithfUlly drawn 
pictures of society — are merits scarcely secondary to those we have enume> 
rated : and they are equally displayed throughout. * Mothers and Daugh- 
ters* must find its way rapidly into every cirde.**— Jfft(/to0r's JV«w Monthly 
Maganne, 



NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In One Volume, ISmo. 

THE BOOK OF BEAUTY; 

ooxTBisiire ▲ oollsction or tales, pobms, sto. 

BY L. E. L. 

" We have been long acquainted with Miss Landon as a true and im- 
passioned poet : we haid read an occasional prose tale of hers in the An- 
nuals ; but still we were unprepared for the varied talents exhibited in 
L. E. L.'B Book of Beauty.*' 

** We cannot enter into the poetic merits of the volame, or dwell long 
upon itsinrose; enough that the Book of Beauty is worthy of the genius 
and industry of one of the most extraordinary and meritorious writers 
of the times."— j^K/toer'tf JVWo JUmthly Magazine. 



In Two Volumes, 12ma 

TRAITS AND STORIES OF THE 

IRISH PEASANTRY 
FIRST »£RI£S. 

** Admirable — truly, intensely Irish : never were the outrageous whimsi- 
calities of that strange, wild, imannative people so characteristically de- 
scribed ; nor amidst all the fun, frolic, and folly, is there any dearth of 
poetry, pathoe, and passion. The author *s a Jewel." — Olaagow Journal. 

'* To those who have a relish for a few tit-bits of rale Irish story-tell- 
ing,'— whether partaking of the tender or the facetious, or the grotesque,— 
let them purchase these characteristic sketches.**— 5AeJl«/i Iris. 

" The sister country has never fhrnisbed such sterling genius, such irre- 
sistibly humorous, yet fkithful sketches of character among the lower ranks 
of Patlanders, as are to be met with in the pages of these delightful vo- 
lumes.*' — Bristol Journal, 

**Thi8 is a capital book, fhll of fun and humour, and most character- 
istically Irish.** — Jfew MnUhly Magazine. 

** Neither Miss Edgeworth, nor the author of the b*Hara Tales, could have 
written any thing more powerful than this."— Edinburgk Literary Gaxkte. 

" We do not hesitate to say, that for a minute and accurate sketching of 
the character, manners, and language of the lower orders of the Irish, no 
book was ever published at all equal to this.**— iS>ectator. 
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In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

TRAITS AND STORIES OF THE 

IRISH PEASANTRY. 
SECOND SERIES. 

" Traits and Stories 'of Irish Peasantry.— The whole story is one of 
that mirth-inspiring nature, that those who read it without hearty laugh- 
ter most be either miserable or very imperturbable.'*— JfttrM»oliCa». edited 
by T. CampbeU. 

" There is strength, vigour— and above all— truth, in every story, in 
every sentence, every line he writes. The statesman ought to read such 
books as these ; they would tell him more of the true stale of the country 
than be has ever heard from the lips of her orators, or the despatches of 
the * Castle Hacks.* We wish Mr. Carlton would send forth a cheap edi- 
tion, that * Traits and Stories* of Irish peasants might be in the hands of 
people as well as peers." — Bulwer^s JVmo Monthly Magazine. 



E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



In Two Volumes, ISmo. 

RECORDS OF TRAVEI^S 

IN TURKEY, GREECE, &c. 

IN THE YEARS 1829, 1830, AND 1831; 

AND OF A CEUISE IN THE BLACK SEA, WITH THE CAPTAIN YASHA* 

BY ADOLPHUS SLADE, Esq. 

** One of the most valuable and interesting works which has yet been 
placed in our bands, on the domestic state of Turkey.'*— JMbntA/y Review, 

" We do not know when we have met with two volumes more amusinf^ 
—they are full of highly entertaining and curious matter."— Qmrt Jour. 

" The work before us supplies the best description of this remarkable 
nation." — Courier. 

" One of the most amusing and interesting of oriental travellers, none 
having ever equalled him in a thorough knowledge of the true state of 
society, and the true character of the Turks." — Spectator. 

" We can warmly recommend this book for perusal, it is not only very 
amusing but very valuable." — Metropolitan. 

*' We can assure our readers that no records of travels in modern times, 
with which we are acquainted, presents so many features of general at- 
traction as the volumes before us." — London Monthly Review. 

"Mr. Blade has produced, without any trace of pretension, one of the 
most sensible and agreeable books of travel we have ever had the plea* 
sure to peruse."— ITnited Service JoumaL 



In Two Volumes, 12ma 

LEGENDS OF THE RHINE. 

By T. C. Grattaw, Esq. Author of" Hiob-wats awd Bt-wats." 

" We are well content to pass an hour once more with the lively and 
entertaining author of * High-ways and By-ways." Tlie hour has not yet 
gone by, and we have not completed the perusal of the two volumes ; but 
the tales we have observed are worthy the repute in which the writer is 
held, and are even of a higher order— more chaste in language and perfect 
in style." — Boston Traveller. 

" Messrs. Carey and Hart have just issued * Legends of the Rhine,* by the 
author of * High-ways and By-ways.* To those who recollect Mr. Qrat- 
tan*s former writings, (and who among novel readers does not ?) it is only 
necessary to say, that the present ' Lei^ends* are, in no respect, inferior to 
their predecessors. The traditions which he has here wrought into shape 
are all said to have anexistence among the dwellers near the mighty river ; 
and it is certain they are fUU of romantic interest. The * Legends' are 
twelve in number, and, though not equal in all respects, there is no one 
of them that does not possess a strong claim to admiration."— £tet«rday 
Courier. 

** Few sets of stories, published within the last ten years, have been more 
popular than those called ' High- ways and By-ways.* The author of these, 
aC^r having produced two or threa successful works of a different sort, has 
given us two volumes of tales, with the title * Legends of the Rhine,* 
which are to be published to-morrow, we understand, by Carey and Hart. 
.The author professes, seriously, to have founded his narratives on tradi- 
tions yet extant among those who live near the banks of the great German 
river ; and many of them end so tragically that we can hardly suspect the 
writer of having invented them for his own amusement or that of his 
readers. They are all intereMing, though not all skilfully fVamed ; and 
each of them contains pages that may be placed in a competition with the 
most shining passages of any other living novel writer. 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

TRAVELS IN VARIOUS PARTS 

OF PERU; 

XNCLUDINO A YEAR's RESIDENCE IN POTOSI. 

By EDXUjrD Tbxpls, Kt of the Royal and distinguished Order 

of Chablis in. 

" These travels in Pern will long maintain their reputation fbr the ac* 
Curacy of detail, the spirit of the style, and the utility of the information 
ttey contain. The professional matter is very valuable." — Bulwer's JVew 
JHontklit Magaaine. 

** There is much to instruct, and a great deal to amuse. Amid the de- 
tails of personal adventures, there is a great deal of shrewd and strong ob- 
servation.**— jLoiuioB MnUhly Magazine. 

"We have met with no volumes of travels in that country with which, 
upon the whole, we have been so much pleased as the one before us.*'^ 
Baltimore 0at$Ue. 

" This is an instructive and entertaining work.**— AVUtona; Oazette. 

''This book is one of the most entertaining that has been issued from 
the press for some time.**— Pentwyfoania Inquirer, 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

S Y D E N H A M; 

OR, MEMOIRS OP A MAN OF THE WORLD. 

** A new novel of fashionable life, under the title of * Sydenham, or Me- 
moirs of a Man of the World,* will shortly be siven to the public. It ez- 
hiUts the history of a young man of rank and fortune, who, being of a 
decidedly satirical turn, resolves to gratify hia favourite penchant to ascer- 
tain the internal state of fksbionable society, and minutely to observe hu- 
man nature under every variety of shade and circumstance. Among other 
characters with whom he comes in contact, is the celebrated Brdmmkl, 
who figures under the name of Beaumont : this gentleman arrests his 
peculiar attention, and serves him for a complete study. The work, is, 
moreover, illustrative of those sets or circles in the world of ton which 
have never been depicted in the pages of fiction, and respecting which so 
much curiosity has long been felt.*'— JVew Monthly Magazine, 

** Each of these volumes is in fact a separate work— each in a diflferent 
style and spirit— each aspiring to a different fiime in composition. * Sy- 
denham* is a capital work, which, without the trouble of puffing, must 
make a great stir in the upper and political circles.'*— ZioiMfon Lit. Oax, 

" Sydenham is well written, and contains much pleasant and some se- 
vere satire. The present Whig ministers in England arc handled without 
gloves, and a number of distinguished personages occupy more conspicu- 
ous places than they would have been likely to choose, had the matter 
been referred to themselves.**- Gimrttfr. 

** The work before us is one of the most powerfhl of its class ; it bears 
inUinsic evidence of a new writer. The portrait of Brummel, the ' arch 
dandy,* is excellent ; and all the scenes in which he is engaged are ma- 
naged with skill and tact There is, in fact, sufiicient material in this book 
fbr three or four novels.**— AVio Monthly Magazine. 

** All the personages are of course real, though under fictitious names ; 
these pages are, in reality, memoirs of the intrigues of the times, AiU of 
keen observation, graphic sketches of character, biting sarcasm, one page 
of which would make the fortune of a pamphlet.*'— Z^mdon Gazette. 



E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



In Two Volumes, 12iiio. 

THE S T A F F^O F F I C E R. 

OR, THE SOLDIER OF PORTUI^:, 

A TALE OF REAL LIFE. 

" The web of life is of a mingled yarn, good and ill together ; oar vir- 
tnet WQuld be proud if our faults whipped them not, and our crimes would 
despair if they were not cherished by our virtues.** 

BT OLIVER MOORE. 

** We are prepared to admit that our extracts do not do Justice to the 
work : the writer's power is in discriminating /nua/tf character ; but as be 
Judiciously makes it develope itself by incident, to illustrate this would 
require scenes and pages to be transferred to our columns. As a whole, 
this novel will be read with interest: it is light and pleasant ; with many 
very natural scenes, many excellent and well-drawn characters, and with- 
out one line or word of affectation or pretence." — jSthenaum. 

** This is a most entertaining work : it is written with ^eat spirit, ele- 
gance, and candour. The delineation of character (particularly that of 
many distinguished individuals officially connected with Ireland during 
the Pitt administration) is skilAiIly and vividly drawn ; and the multifa- 
rious incidents-Tseveral of which are of a highly piquant description — 
are given with a tact and delicacy creditable to the Judgment and talent 
of the author. We can say with truth, that we have fairly gone through 
this tale of real life without being cloyed or wearied for a sin^e moment ; 
but that it excited, and kept up, an interest in our minds which few vo- 
lumes designed for mere amusement have been able to inspire.**— J^Hj^A- 
ton Herald. 



Ip Two Volumee, ISma 

THE NAVAL OFFICER; 

OR, SCENES AND ADVENTURES IN THE LIFE 

OF FRANK MILDMAT. 

By the Author of « Pbtbb SniFKB," *• Thi Kiiro's Own," etc 

** This is the most aeaman-like eomporition that has yet issued firom the 
press. We recommend it to all who * live at home at ease,* and need 
scarcely say, that no man*of-wars map should remain an hour without it.** 
-^jStku. 

** The sea scenes are admirably executed. They present some of the 
most effective paintings we ever witnessed.*'— JMmfA/y Revimo, 



In Two Volumes, 13mo. 

THE WAY OP THE WORLD; 

By th0 Author of « Dx Lists/' 

NOTIGES OP DE LISLE.— *' This is unqaeationably one of the best 
novels of the class to which it belongs.**— TisiM. 

** It is a novel of extraordinary fertility.**— jStAw. 

NOTICE OP WAY OP THE WORLD.— "We prefer this to the au- 
thors former works.*'- Zit. Qaxette, 

** The author possesses profound power of thought.**— TIsim. 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

THE KING^S OWN; 

A TALE OF THE 6£A. 
By the Author of "Thb Naval Otticbb," ** Pet»e Simple," etc, 

*• An excellent novel.''— Edinftur^ Revino. 

** Captain MTarryat may take his place at the bead of the naval novelists 
of the day.'*— -United Service JeumaL 

** Tlie adventures of the hero, through bold and stirring scenes, lose not a 
jot of their interest to the last, while the naval descriptions of sights and 
deeds on shipboard may be compared with any similar production of which 
we have any knowledge." — jStUu. 

** A very remarkable book, full of vigour, and characterized by incidents 
of perfect originality, both as to conception and treatment. Few persons 
will take up the book without going fairly through it to the catastrophe, 
which startles the reader by iu unexpected nature."— Literary OazeUe. 

** Replete with genias. The work will go &r permanently to fix the 
name of Captain Marryat among the most popular and successful writers 
of fiction of the age."— Ji'eZts Farley's Bristol Journal. 

** A work, perhaps, not to be equalled in the whole round of romance, 
for the tremendous power of its descriptions, for the awflilness of its sub- 
jects, and for the brilliancy and variety of the colours with which they 
are painted."— iSjiectator. 



In Two Volumes, ]2moi 

FIVE NIGHTS OF ST. ALBANS. 

** Some man of talent has taken np the old story of the Wandering Jew, 
to try what he could make of a new version of it. He has succeeded in 
composing as pretty a piece of diablerie as ever made candles burn blue at 
midnight. The horrors of Der Freischutz are mere child's play compared 
with the terrors of the Old Man or the demon Amaimon ; and yet all the 
thinking and talking portion of the book is as shrewd and sharp as the 
gladiatorial dialogues of Shakspeare's comedies."— <S;pectator. 

" A romance, called the * Five Jfights of St. Mhane* has just appeared, 
which combines an extraordinary power of description with an enchain- 
ing interest. It is just such a romance as we should imagine Martin, the 
painter, would write ; and, to say the truth, the description of supernatu- 
ral efifects in the book, fall very little short in their operation upon differ- 
ent senses of the magical illusions of the talented artist."— JoAn BuU. 

" If you dislike the marvellous, you had as well not begin the book at 
all; but if it be your delight to unravel the mysterious, and muse upon the 
wonderful, we can promise you that if you once begin the perusal, you 
must proceed, and that you will do so with breathless interest. The last 
extract which we can afford to give exemplifies the brilliancy and amaaung 
fbrce of the author Of St. Albans imagi9ation."—£<ltiii»r^A£0eAtiV Post. 

" The lovers of the mysterious, the. appalling, and the supernatural have 
a great treat prepared for them, in this extraordinary production, which 
comprehends a succession of wonders that could have proceeded only fhun 
an invention of the most inexhaustible character.**— JUomtii^ Chronicle, 

" This is a work of pure fiction, and is one of the most splendidly imagi- 
native books we have met with for a long time."— -JWrror. 



E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

OUR ISLAND. 

COMPRISING 

FOROERT, Ji TALE; JiJfD, THE LUJfATIC. A TALE. 

** There is a great share of talent in these pages, which have also the 
merit of being laid chiefly among scenes new to a large portion of our 
readers.**— litfrary OaztUe. 

** The ZiKitotte.— This is Indeed an excellent tale — well told^with variety 
of incidents and character, and with much humour. Not to speak in dis* 
paragement of the first tale, we must confess that we have been highly 
pleased with the second, and we think our readers* time will be amply re- 
paid by a perusal of both."— London Monthly Magazine, 

**Thi8 work is of a generally interesting character, and we feel it our 
duty to encourage the publication of such prodactions as these tales, since 
they point attention to errors of legislation,**— fFedk^ DeepaUk, 
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In Two Volumes, 12ma 

PETER SIMPL^, 

OR, ADVENTURES OP A MIDSHIPMAN, 

By the Author of " The King's Own." 



In Two Volumes, 12ma 

TOM CRINGLE'S LOG. 

" The scenes are diiefly nantical, and we can safely say, that no author 
of the present day, not even excepting our own Ck>oper, has surpassed him 
in his element.*'— CT. S. OateUe. 

** The sketches are not onl^ replete with entertainment, but useflil, as 
aflbrding an accurate and vivid description of scenery, and of life and man- 
ners in the West Indies.**- J9o»ton Traveller. 

** We think none who have read this work will deny that the author is 
the best nautical writer who has y^t appeared. He is not Smollett, he is 
not C!ooper ; but he is far superior to them both.**— Bo^ftm Traneeript. 

** The scenes are chiefly nautical, and are described in a style of beauty 
and interest never surpassed by any writer.** — Baltimore Gazette. 

** The author has been Justly compared with Cooper, and many of his 
sketches are in fact equal to any firom the pen of our celebrated country- 
man.**— Sotitrday Evening PitH. 



In Two Volumes, 12mo, 



TOM 


CRINGLE'S 

SECOND SERIES. 


LOG. 


In Three Volumes, ISmo. 


TOM 


CRINGLE'S 


LOG. 


FIRST AND SECOND SERIES. | 




A NEW EDITION COMPLETE. 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Two Volumee, 12iiio. 

STANLEY BUXTON; 

OR, THE SCHOOLFELLOWS. 

By JoHir Galt, Esq., Author of <'Airiri.L9 of tbb PAmisH," 
" LAwmiB Todd," *<EBxir E^skikb/' etc 

** Wliil« ^ile is ffuiItl«M, and life's buskiesa play, 
Frieadldups are formed that neter know decay.** 

** Oh, that all novels were like this piece of admirable fiction.** — Sps*- 
tator. 

** We murt say this work is in Mr. 6aIt*B best style, the volume before 
us contains samples of his tastes and of his powers.** — Buiwer^t AVto 
JMmtUy Migatine, 

** Mr. 6a1t*s new novel is on our table, and we regret we have not qMice 
to go further into the arcana of * Stanley Buxton,' in which the author has 
aimed at painting natural feelings in situations not common, and with 
much success. Some of his descriptions are also deserving of special jmraise. 
Two episodes in the second volume add tothe general interest, and further 
recommend the work to public favour.**— Xondon Literarf Chuetu. 

** We find in this work the force of conception, and the AiU execution 
which distinguish the ' Annals of the Parish,* and * Lawrie Todd.* **— Sten. 

** The new novel, * Stanley Buxton,* Just published by Carey and Hart, 
may be called one of the very best of Mr. Gait's productions.**-^i>at/y 
CkronieU. 

" In * Stanley Buxtcm* there is the same delightful freshness, the same 
striking originality of purpose, the same easy and flowing, yet racy and 
spirited manner which characterized the * Annals of the Parish.* ** — Satur- 
day Courier. 

"Por touching the heart, for keen knowledge of natore, and Dnt quiet 
and beautiflil descriptions, like the still life in a painter's sketch, Gait pos> 
sesses a vision and a power, that are not often surpassed, except by Bui- 
wer. The author of ' Stanley Buxton' is infinitely superior to D'Israeli, 
whose imagination is as excursive and ca|nricious as the wing of a sea- 
fowl."— C*r<mic/s. 

** Mr. Gait Is a writer so well known and so deservedly admired, that the 
announcement of a new novel from his pen is si^ient to awaken gene- 
ral curio8ity."—GfazeMe. 



p I 



In Two Volumes, ISma 

T Z G E JR G E. 

A NOVEL. 



**Smiles without mirth, and pastimes without pleasure, 
Tbuth without honour, age without respect."-— Aynm. 

*' There are scenes in it which must awaken attention and interest; it 
is evidently written by a powerful and accustomed hand." — Atkenmum. 

"Pitz George is a production of great talent.**— IFMUy DtspaUh. 

*' If all novels were like this, they would soon be in the hands of philo- 
solders as well as fashionables." — True Sun. 

" £ttiould a library be formed in Buckingham Palace, these volumes should 
have a shelf in it to themselves.** — BeWs Jfttc Weekly Meseenger. 

" The whole book abounds with tin most stirring intemt.**— A*atiMa{ 
Omnibus. 
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E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



In Two Volumei, 12iiio. 

THE OUTLAW^S BRIDE; 

AND OTHER TALES. 

^' The tales in these two yolumeB are uncomnionly entertaining, and 
well written, and the low price at which they are offered should ensure 
them an extensive circulation throughout the United States.**-^ f7iil£«^ 
StMUt Oaittte. 

** lliese Toluroes pf tales may be approved by those whose literary taste 
has been well cultivated, and by those who are roost strict in morals."— 
JOailf Ckronule. 

** The selection is flrom the recent prodoctions of the most celebrated 
and gifted writers in this department of prose fiction." —JiTational Gazette. 

'* Bfessrs. Carey and Hart could not have furnished the public with more 
Jigreeable reading. The most difficult taste can find something to amuse 
and while away an hour in these volumes. It is seldom that the same 
variety and excellence Of composition is to be met with infthe same space." 
— Psmuy/vanja Inquirer. _ 

** We cannot particularize the features and merits of each tale,— they 
are all possessed of much excellence, and an evening could not be passed 
more pleasantly by the family circle, than by listening to these beautiful 
atoriea."— I>M/y Intelligencer, 



In Two Volames, 12mo. 

FIRST AND LAST. . 

By the Author of ^ Fits Nishts or St. Albavi." 



In Two Volumet, 12ino. 

ALICE P A U L E T; 

BBXVO ▲ f ■Q.UXL TO « STDXITHAX ; OR, MSX0IB8 OV ▲ XAV OT 

THl WOJatD." 

By the Author of « STDnrHAX." 

"Two most amnsing and clever volumes, decidedly improvements on 
their predecessors. The great characteristic of this work ia its good sense." 
^-Lamdem Literary ChuUte, 

"Conceived and sketched in the very spirit of Hogarth.**— OntHsr. 

** Great strength of mind, knowledge of the world, and acqaaintance 
with the hiftier circles of society, are visible in every page.*''-Cfteft«iiA«si 
Ckromicle, 



In Two Voluines, 12mo. 

THE CROPPY. 

By th0 Author of <* Thx O'Haba Talks," " Tax Qhost 

fluiTTXB,'' etc etc 

*' Delif^hitfld as we have been with all the previous productions of these 
gifted aa^rs, it was reserved for the * Croppy* alone to impress us with 
aiijr idea of the full extent of their ceniaa and capabilities. The story it- 

[ self glows with the very essence of romance and excitation."— I«(«r«ry 

* ChrenieU. ^ . 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Two Volumei, 12ino. 

THE SKETCH BOOK OF FASHION. 

By the Author of *' Mothbrs afo Bauohtebs/' and 
<* Tai FAim ov Mat Fa»," etc 

*' Tliia work deserves to go down to posterity as a true picture of refined 
life. The history of Mr. Vernon Clermont was never exceeded by any pen« 
however light-pointed and sparkling. If the authoress of the ' Intrigante* 
had never written any thing else, she might justly be called one of the most 
finished moral satirists that this age at least has seen.*^ — Spectator. 

" In these tales we have the point, brilliancy, lightness of touch, and 
witty harmless malice of a French writer, in alliance with the shrewdness 
and range of observation of a very clever woman. 7Vo geenes in ' My 
Place in the Country* belong to the richest comedy.*' — TYiiVs Magazine, 

'* Lively, keen, witty, and fUll of relish, with here and there a tone of 
satire, which, but for its gracefulness, mi^ht be tliought a little too sharp, 
and a bantering, which, amusing though it be, too nearly approaches mis- 
chief-making.*' — Morning Post. 

" Full of delicacy, strength, and feeling.**— Tlwn Journal. 

" A very entertaining work. * The Pavilion* lays open the back of the 
puppet-show, and discovers the intrigues of a court. There is skill here — 
the eye is quick, the hand light and steady, the instruments keen. * My 
Place in the Country* is extremely clever and amusing. ' The Intrigante* 
shows the way up the backstairpase of the world, and is a story of great 
power.*' — Examiner. '. 

*' Full of the most delicate and touching sentiments, and of a sweet and 
soul-stirring pathos."— .Afeercpo/ttan Mag.^ AytiU 



In Two Volumes, ISmo. 

PIN M N E Y. 

B7 MRS. CHARLES GORE^ 

Authoran of « HuNeABiAii Talks," ** Polish Tales/* etc 

" Her writings have that originality which wit gives to reality, and wit 
is the great characteristic of her pages.**— ^tt/toer'^AV^toJIfaiUA/yJIfaj^azme. 

** Liglit, spirited, and clever, the characters are drawn with truth and 
vigour. Keen in observation, lively in detail, and with a peculiar and 
piquant Ayle, Mrs. Charles Gore gives to the novel that charm which 
makes the fascination of the best French memoir writers.**— Ikmd^ Xils- 
rary Oaiette, 



In Two Volumes, ISmo. ^ 

THE MAN-OF-WAR^S MAN. 

By the Author of ** Ton Cbucglb's Loe." 

" Messrs. Carey and Hart have nearly ready for pu^ication, * The Man* 
of- war's Man,* a series of nautical sketches, by the author ot * Tom Crin- 
gle*s Log.* The name of the author is in itself sufScient guarani^ie of 
their merit, and we can confidently state, fhnn a hasty perusal, that they 
are fully equal to their predecessors.*'— C7. S. Gazstte. 
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£. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



A WHISPER 

TO A NEWLY-MARRIED PAIR. 

** Hail, wedded love I by gracious Heaven design'd, 
At once tbe soarce and glory of mankind.** 

** We solicit the attention of our readers to this publication, as one, 
though small, of infinite value.'*— Ba^timorf Minerva. 

** *The Whisper* is fully deserving the compliments bestowed upon it, 
and we Join heartily in recommending it to our firiends, whether married 
or single— for much useftd instruction may be gathered from its pages." — 
Lady* Bo9k. 

** The work contains some original suggestions that are Just, and many 
excellent quotations ; some of her hints to the ladies should have been 
whispered in a tone too low to be overheard by the men." — Dttily Chrorucle. 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

CHARTLEY THE FATALIST; 

By the Author of the '* Robbbbs," " IimsiBLB 
GsirrLBMAir,*' etc. 

'* We do not believe since Schiller's tragedy of the ' Robbers,' that any 
Work has appeared of so extraordinary a nature as the present one, and 
we have no doubt It will be sought after and read with the greatest avi* 
^ty.'*— Stamford Herald. 

** It is an interesting atory, told with skill and efibct, and will meet with 
Bucces8."'^wfltAe»ci(fli. 



In One Volume, 18ma 
PRINCIPLES OF THE 

ART OF MODERN HORSEMANSHIP 

FOR LAIXiES AND GENTLEMEN, 

IN WHICH ALL THX LATE IMPBOVEMENTS ARK APPLIED TO PRAOTICB. 

Translated from the French, by Daitixl J. Desmond. 



In One Volume, ]2mo 

TWO HUNDRED RECEIPTS IN 

DOMESTIC FRENCH COOKERY. 
By Miss Lxslib, Author of the <' SxysNTToFiyx Rxcbipts.^ 

Price 60 cents. 

*' * The SOO Receipts by Miss Leslie,' published by Carey and Hart pf Phi- 
ladelphia, has been much praised, and we think deservedly. The selection 
of subjects made by the accomplished writer is of a most tempting and 
tasteful description, and we must do her thejustice to say, that ebe has 
treated them in duch an eloquent and forcible manner, a# to raise in the 
minds of all dispassionate readers the most tender and pleasurable asso- 
ciations. We commend her to the carefUl perusal and respect of all thrifty 
housewives.** — M'ew York Mirror. 
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NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

THE CONTRAST 

A NOVEL. 
By Eabl Mulobatb, Author oi** Matiada," ** Yxs aitp No,'' etc 

** * Yea and No* contained the best tableaux of actual— human— Enflieta 
society in the nineteenth century, of any novel we know of. The same 
characteristics that distinguished the most agreeable novel are equally 
remarkable in its successors.**- Bi(/ioer*« Jfew Monthly Magazine, 



(« 



'Contrast* cannot fail to prove interesting.** — Ckmrt Journal. 



** These volumea posses^ the rather uncommon merit of a very inter- 
esting stpry. ' The desicn is to paint a man whose strong feelings are 
curbM by an over-fastidiousness— what the French so happily term un- 
bomme difficile *'—ZrOiidMi JLtterarsf Gazstte. ^ 

*' Messrs. Carey and Hart have republished, in two neat volumes. Earl 
Mulgrave*s novel of the ' Contrast,* which has been so favourably received 
in England. It is said to be one of the best novels of the kind, that has 
issued from the inress for years.'* — Philadelphia Inquirer. 

** * Pelham,* and * Yes and No,* are perhaps the only paintings of the pre- 
sent time which are drawn with the accuracy of knowledge, and the viva- 
city of talent. Were we to be asked by a foreigner to recommend those 
novels which, founded on truth, gave the most Just delineation of the higher 
classes in England, it is to the above mentioned works we should refer. 
TTu present volumee, however^ are an ii^nite improvement on their predeeee- 
eer.**— London Literary Oaiette. 



In One Volume, 8to. 

MEMOIRS OF MARSHAL NEY, 

OOMPILED FROH PAPERS IN THE POflSESSXOIf Off HIS FAMILY. 



In Two Volumes, 12mo. 

M A T C H-M A K I N G; 

AND OTHER TALES. 

By Miss Mitvobd, Mrs. 8. 0. Hali., Liitch Ritchis, Miss 
L. E. Lakdov, Mrs. Opix, Dsrweitt Cokwat, etc etc 

" Messrs. Carey and Hart have Just published two very attractive vo- 
lumes. They are devoted to brief tales, from the pens of the most popular 
English writers, such as Miss Mitford, L. E. L., Serwent Conway, Mrs. 8. 
C. Hall, and others known with equal feme to the reading public We 
have looked over two or three of tbem, and find them always well and 
sometimes powerfully written, and Aill of interest. We know of no book 
that ought to sell better. The edition it a cheap one.**— PeatMy/vaitia /a- 
quirer. 

" These tales, nineteen in number, are among the best which the jve* 
sent year hiis produced, and form an amusing and interesting work, which 
will prove an agreeable addition to the stock of winter reading. They are 
compused in two volumes, which are sold at a very moderate price."** — 
Saturday Courier. 
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£. L. CAREY AND A. HARf. 



In Ono Volume, 12ino. 
THE GROOM'S ORACLE^ AND 

POCKET STABLE DIRECTORY. 

In which the Management of Horses generaUjri as to Health, Dieting, 
and Exercise, is considered, in a Series of Familiar IXaloguee between 
two Grooms engaged in training Horses to their work, as well for the 
Road as the Chase and Turf, fiy John Hinds, V. S., Author of the 
" Veterinary Surgeon." Elmbellisned with an elegant Frontispiece, by 
S^Alkxn. First American, from the second London Edition. With 
considerable additions, and an appendix, including the Receipt Book 
of John Hinds, V. S 

**'Thi8 enlar^ied edition of the * Groom's Oracle* contains a good num- 
ber of new points connected with training prime horses ; and the owners 
of working cattle, also, will find their jurofit in consulting the practical 
remarks that are applicable to their teams ; on the principle that health 
preserved is better than dUease removed.^* 

'*' The 6aooM*s Oraclb, by J. Hinbs, is among the most Taluable of our 
recent publications; it ought to be in the possessibn of every gentleman, 
who either has in possession, or has a chance of possessing, the noble ani- 
mal to whose proper treatment the author has directed his enlightened re- 
searches."— raaatoa Courier 1 1830. 



REFLECTIONS 

ON EVERY DAY IN THE WEEK, 

WITH OCCASIOITAL THOUGHTS* 

BT CATHARINE TALBOT. 

Neatly done up in paper with gilt edges. Price 20 cents. 

"Catherine Talbot's Refleetione on every Day of the Week have been pub- 
Kshed, in a neat and popular form, by Messrs. Carejr and Hart. They are 
simple, and applicable to every reader, and distinguished not less by elo- 
quent thought, than by sound and correct judgment. The little work will 
be read by no one without profit'*— Sorfarday Evening Poet 



In One Volume, 8vo. 
TATE OJV HYSTERIA. 

A TREATISE ON "HYSTERIA." 

BT GEORGE TATE, M. D. 

" As public Journalists, we take this occasion to return him our hearty 
thanks for the pains he has taken to shed a new light on an obscure and 
mueh-neglscted topic.** — JVbrtA Amor. Med. and Surg. Joum. Jfo. XIX. 



NEW WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



In One Volume, 12mo. 
THE PAINTER'S AND COLOURMAN'S 

COMPLETE GUIDE; 

Being a Practical Treatise on the FrejMiration of Colours, and their ap- 
plication to the difierent kinds of Painting ; in which is particularly 
described the whole Art of House Painting. By P. F. Tinort, 
Professor of Chjrmistiy, Natiurai History, and Mineralogy, in the Aca- 
demy of Geneva. First American, from the third London Edition, 
corrected and considerably improved by a practical chymist 



In One Volume, 18mo^ 
THE 

FAMILY DYER AND SCOURER; 

Beii^ a Complete Treatise on the Arts of D3ring and Cleaning every 
article of DrMs, whether made of Wool, Cotton, Silk, Flax, or Hair ; 
alsaBed and Window Furniture, Carpets, Hearth-rugs, Counterpanes, 
Bonnets, Feathers, &c. By Wiluam Tucker, Dyer and Scourer in 
the Metropolis. 



ELEMENTS OF MORALITY 

rOB THE INSTRUCTION OF YOUTH. 

WITH SCBIPTUBAL BSFSBEITCES. 

Translated by A. Bolmab, and E. K. Pbicb 
Half bound. Price 19 cents. 



In One Volume, l2mo. 

PICTURE OF PHILADELPHIA; 

Or a brief account of the various institutions and public objects in this 
Metropolis, forming a Guide for Strangers, accompanied by a new 
Plan of the city. In a neat pocket volume. 



In One Volume, 12mo. 

THE HORSE 

IN ALL HIS VARIETIES AND USES; 

His breeding, rearing, and management, whether in labour or rest ; 
with Rules occasionally interspersed, £>r his preservation from 
disease. By John Lawrence, author of ''The History of ttie 
Horse," etc. 

" Independently of the practical value of the book, and it is really and 
extensively valaable, it is one of the most amusing the reader will meet 
with in a thousand, complete and unique, embracing every possible 8Ub> 
Jeet that can be connected with the hone.''—Mnuhly Magaxine, 



E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



SELECT 

MEDICOCHIRURGICAL TRANSACTIONS, 

A ocdlectkm of the moflt valaaUeMeinoira read to Uie Medico-Chinir- 
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Price 31 cent& 

** It is a source of genuine gratification to meet with a work of this 
character, when it is so often our lot to be obliged to labour hard to win- 
now a few grains of information fh>m the great mass of dullness, igno- 
rance, and mistatement with which we are beset, and cannot too highly 
recommend it to tbe attention of the {Mrofession.**— wffinertcaii Journal o/* 
the Medical Sciencee, JVo. X 



In One Volume, 8va 
SELECT SPEECHES OF 

JOHN SERGEANT 

OP PENNSYLVANIA. 



^v* 



If 



E. L. CAREY AND A. HART. 



In Qn& Volume, ISma 

A SUBALTERN IN AMERICA; 

COMPRISING 

BIB NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAION8 07 THE BRITISH ARMY AT BALTI- 
MORE, WASHINGTON, ETC. DURING THE LATE WAR. 



In Two Volumes, 12ma 

NIGHT S-A T-M ESS, 



In Two Volumes, 8vo. 

NATURE DISPLAYED 

IN HER MODE OF TEACHING LANGUAGE TO MAN; 
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By G. Wait* 

Member of the Royal College of Burgeons in London, &e. 4be. 

** Tbe work cannot fail, we think, to answer well the purpose for which 
it was designed, of a manual for the [iractical dentist ; ana in the notes 
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